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SFCC International Assembly 2020  

Celebrating 50 Years! 
 

 Theme – As we begin 

to consider our 

Assembly question,  

 “Where Has The Red 

Brick Road Taken You?”  Let us 

start by taking a step back to our own 

religious life beginning. 
 

What led you to embark on a journey 

to focus singularly on God and 

community?  What were your 

passions, joys, challenges and 

questions you pondered as you 

discerned a life of giving witness to 

hope and a profound way of loving? 

How do your vows breathe life into 

your everyday lived experiences? 

What were some of the roadblocks / 

stepping stones you encountered 

while remaining true to the God 

voice within you? Where has God 

led you? How does your 

commitment as a Sister For Christian 

Community give shape to your 

personal mission and your ministry?  
 

“We must study together carefully 

the roads over which we have come, 

and the unmapped terrain over which 

we must proceed together as we 

blaze new roads for a new generation 

of religious….We must know our 

own identity: professional women, 

women of God, members of  

 

Ecclesia: a Christian Community 

where All have the right and the 

responsibility of contributing to the 

common good according to the needs 

of all and the talents and/or 

charismatic gifts of each.” – Sister 

Mary Audrey Kopp, SNJM The New 

Nuns: Collegial Christians 
 

 Registration – At this time, we do 

not have any funds earmarked for 

scholarship monies. We are doing 

everything we can to keep our 

Assembly expenses at a minimum. 

Yet, our goal is to have as many 

SFCC’s as possible to attend and 

celebrate our 50th Anniversary. 

When you register, if it is possible, 

we ask that you include a few extra 

dollars so we can provide some 

scholarship monies to those in need.  
 

We do anticipate this to be a well-

attended Assembly. We ask that you 

make your hotel reservations as soon 

as possible to secure your room. 

Your credit card is not charged until 

you check out of hotel. 
 

Yes, if you stay 2-days prior the 

assembly or 2-days after the 

assembly your hotel room cost will 

be at the Assembly discounted rate. 
 

If you have any difficulties with your 

hotel registration, please contact  

 

http://www.sfccinternational.org/
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Mary Rose Accetturo, email – 

sfccinternationalassembly2020@gmail.com 

or call / text message – 414-530-0916. 

 

 Free Day – We are planning a 

special visit to Avila University to 

come to know the treasures of the 

SFCC Archives. Fran Campbell and 

Patti Douglas will be facilitating our 

experience. Due to the uncertainty of 

the number of people attending the 

adventure, we have not finalized 

transportation plans. An extra fee 

may be required for transportation. 

Avila University is approximately 40 

minutes from the Hotel.  

 

The SFCC Archives provides a rich 

heritage that should be remembered 

and shared. Our Archives seeks to 

collect, permanently preserve and 

make available SFCC historical 

papers: ATA’s, Histories, Brochures, 

View Books, Assembly Materials, 

Proposal History, Member History, 

Regional Newsletters, Annual 

Reports, Deceased Member Files, 

Publications, ICC Annual Reports.  

 

The SFCC Archives is a valuable 

resource for ourselves and others 

researching the footprint made in 

society by each member!  

 

 Assembly T-Shirts – Assembly 2020 

T-Shirts are available 

in six colors to be 

purchased by you 

directly from Custom 

Ink.  Cost is $27 per 

T-Shirt (which 

includes shipping 

and $2 towards 

Assembly Scholarship Funds).  All 

T-Shirts will be shipped in one order 

and made available at the Assembly.  

You can purchase the T-Shirt by: 

1) Calling Custom Ink at:  

1-800-293-4232                                       
account/group name is 

SFCC2020 

                                            

email address: 

dcwsfcc@yahoo.com (just in 

case) 

2) Ordering Online at:      

https://www.customink.com/ 

fundraising/sfcc2020   

 

Note: The last day to place your 

order is February 27, 2020. 

 

 

Members of the DAM 

Region met October 8-

10 at the home of Pat 

Mullen in Phoenix, 

Arizona.  Present 

were: Fran Campbell, 

Suzanne Dunn, 

Jeannette Love, Rose Miles and Pat Mullen.  

Unable to attend was Pat Mitchell.   

Friday evening was relaxed sharing of a 

meal and also about what has happened for 

each of us since our last meeting in May. 

Saturday prayer was led by Jeannette Love. 

From there we began our spiritual reflection 

on chapters 3 & 4 in Who Do We Choose to 

be by Meg Wheatley.  Wheatley offers a 

path for readers to engage wisely with the 

destructive dynamics of this time that 

manifest at every level of society, from 

individual to organizational to global. She 

speaks about the current human condition, 

mailto:sfccinternationalassembly2020@gmail.com
mailto:dcwsfcc@yahoo.com
https://www.customink.com/
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the state of our planet, and the nature of our 

global leadership.  Wheatley believes our 

civilization is going through a period of 

disintegration and collapse.  We see it in 

politics, in business, and in our decaying 

planet.  Hope, she urges, is the job of each 

individual to form groups that keep alive 

moral integrity, tolerance, compassion for 

the millions displaced from their homelands 

by political chaos and violence.  

We broke for a trip across town for lunch 

and some fun time with Lorraine Castelein, 

96 years and the matriarch of our region. 

 

The afternoon was spent in discussion of our 

social justice topic: mass incarceration of 

women. The USA incarcerates twice as 

many women as men – the majority of 

whom are arrested for shoplifting and 

possession of illegal drugs.  Over 80% of 

incarcerated women are single mothers. We 

also viewed the documentary, Breaking the 

Cycle, on alternative incarceration as 

implemented in Norway. 

 

The USA penal system focuses on creating a 

prison environment based on punishment, 

revenge, violence and dehumanization 

resulting in the world’s highest rate of 

recidivism.  The Norwegian system is the 

opposite with a very low rate of recidivism. 

 

Community Business focused on the issue 

presented by the Sophia Region: that 

affirmed formal proposals are “mandatory.” 

Affirmed proposals have been mandatory or 

non-negotiable since the early 1980s.  

 

Saturday evening we viewed the 

documentary, Alive Inside, which tracks the 

incredible impact of music on advanced 

Alzheimer’s patients.  Patients no longer 

able to recall their own name or to 

communicate with anyone reclaimed their 

identity and place through music. 

 

Sunday prayer was led by Rose Miles with a 

specific focus on Listening.    

                         Submitted by Fran Campbell 

 

 

Our retreat 

reflection theme 

was "listening". 

Amidst the breath-

taking mountains 

of wine country 

Rioja in Haro, 

Spain, at the 

Companions of 

Mary retreat center, we spent much silent 

(walking) time, as well as reflection 

sessions, sacred dancing and singing, and 

delighted in delicious mediterranean 

meals(!) 

Magda and Carmen led us on a desert 

journey with Moses, from water to desert to 

the burning bush, to the well, to and through 

the Red sea.... 

We examined, experienced and rejoiced in 

the SFCC understanding of "listening", 

especially in connection with and as a 

response to the reading Lillanna's Sudden 

Spring. (Many took the time to read it in 

english). 

All who were there were pleasantly 

surprised: What they had "dreamed", 

"intuited" that our Christian Communities 

From left:  Jeannette Love, 

Lorraine Castelein, Suzanne Dunn, Rose 

Miles, Fran Campbell, Pat Mullen 
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could/should be, was magnificently 

embodied in Lillanna's text and the 

nurturing reflection presentations of Magda 

and Carmen. Feelings of joy: "I'm not alone 

afterall!" "Others, long before us, have 

thought and felt the same thing and they 

have been able to capture it in writing!"  I 

gave a reflection on listening as 'giving-ear-

to' instead of a hierarchical obedience to the 

command on this or that. That another feels 

seen, heard, appreciated...listening as an 

entire life's disposition: open to RUAH, to 

each moment, to the here and now. 

 

All of us agree that things could change in 

and around us. What? How?  We have not 

answers to these questions yet we want to 

follow the new path, which we are travelling 

together. (FROM -------> TOWARD) 

knowing in full confidence that God will 

guide us all each step of the way. ..... 
 

It struck us all that the text of Sudden 

Spring expresses a return to the beginning 

how the First Communities lived 

(everyone listened to everyone). That our 

communities are places and spaces where all 

of us live in  

CONSENSUS OF CO-EQUALS, is nothing 

new nor "invented", ....simply re-discovered, 

reborn and that is it, indeed, to which we 

feel called. 

Right on target is this word LISTEN.  

Hearing an attractive voice. It is linked to 

that of CONFIDENCE in that the Holy 

Spirit is the one acting through each one of 

us ... how far from what the words of 

obedience and submission 

evoke! 

We all want to continue to 

strive toward living daily 

the charisms of 

LISTENING, LOVING 

AND SERVING wherever 

we live and work, 'being 

about this work of 

reconciliation' (St Paul), so that 'all may be 

one'  

(St John). 

Submitted by Teresa (Teri) Takken 

European RCC   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FLORIDA 

REGION 

DOES 

DAYTONA 

What happens when the widespread Florida 

Region shrinks to a single location where 

the members gather to conduct business and 

celebrate community? For one thing, the sun 

shines brighter as those in attendance greet 

one another and bring St. Augustine, 

Jacksonville, Ormond Beach, Samford, 

Coconut Creek and everything in between 

together to eat, drink and deliberate. This 

joyous event took place on Saturday, 

November 16, 2019 next to the Daytona 

Speedway, several miles inland from the 

usual meeting place in Daytona Beach 

Shores. The roar of the ocean was replaced 

Photo of Retreat the Spain Regional SFCC 

retreat who were able to make it. 

Inquirers w/ Teri 
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by the roar of the cars racing and testing the 

track. The new venue was chosen partially 

because of accessibility. Loretta Morgan 

welcomed those in attendance (Jill Bond, 

Ann Kathleen Duffy, Joan Gabbin, Janet 

Holzer, Avy Morse, Mary Steves, Phyllis 

Superfisky, Marie Tougas, and Andrea 

Zbiegen).  Check out the photo to see how 

well we are aging! Jill Bond facilitated the 

opening prayer which introduced the theme 

of “Then, Now, and Today.” The prayer 

jump started the ensuing discussions about 

where we are, where we have been, and 

where we see ourselves going. It seemed 

appropriate as we celebrate our 50th year and 

the 100th birthday of Lillianna. 

 

Much of the day’s discussion centered on 

the desire to utilize technology to connect 

members of our region as we acknowledge 

the reality of limitations. We missed our 

members who were ever present in past 

years, but who had to absent themselves 

from recent meetings because of distance. 

Every effort is made to remain connected in 

other ways.  We felt that it would be  

beneficial to have the SFCC email account 

revived for community-wide connection and 

communication. Regarding the digital 

newsletter, if we were able to access an 

email account that most of us could utilize, 

we could post regional news to share more 

regularly with one another, e.g. illness, 

deaths, celebrations, etc.   

 

The ICC's had asked the RCCs for insights 

from their regions. This request generated a 

lively sharing as we addressed gifts and 

challenges.  We found this discussion 

both thought provoking and 

effective.  Perhaps the ICC's could have a 

regular column in the ATA based on their 

reflections and work with the community at 

large. 

In the course of the day, Joan Gabbin was 

called forth and agreed to serve as RCC, 

supported in transition by Loretta and 

Andrea.  Our extensive discussions left us 

with one wonderment which we would like 

to share with the entire community. 

Janet Holzer asked whether a clarification 

was needed or what degree of interest might 

actually exist on the issue of having three 

ICCs. The question remains about whether 

this is a precedent or a new, firm and 

permanent policy.  In other words, what is 

the ultimate result of this decision to have 

three ICCs? We are interested in hearing 

what other regions are thinking about this 

issue. Perhaps this is an item which 

could/should be discussed at Assembly. The 

meeting was adjourned with a closing prayer 

led by Jill welcoming the imminent arrival 

of Advent. 

Respectfully submitted by Phyllis Superfisky 

 

Left-Right:  Avy Morse, 

Phyllis Superfisky, Marie Tougas, 

Loretta Morgan, Jill Bond, Joan 

Gabbin, Andrea Zbiegen, Janet Holzer, 

& Ann Kathleen Duffy 
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Great Lakes Region met on Saturday, 

October 28 at the home of Sisters Mary 

Potthast and Josephine Sincak in Wheaton, 

Illinois.  In attendance also were Ann Marie 

Cunningham, Regional Coordinator), 

Suzanne Doolin, Nancy Gannon, Kenneth 

Keefner, Virgie Luchsinger, Monica Sesko 

and Angela Woodworth (Rochester, MN) 

who Is requesting affiliation. 

     Monica prepared a prayer service which 

incorporated our meeting.  The topic: What 

is the gift of our region, what is its challenge 

and how does this relate to the Community 

at large. 

     Each person responded by recounting 

how and why they came into the community 

of SFCC.  Some in the beginning of the 

Chicago group met once a week.  It was a 

need then. 

Contrast that to two regionals a year now 

and the difficulty for even that in 2019, 

considering distance, advancing age and 

meeting daily engagements.  Most everyone 

had a particular person who engaged them 

and invited them into SFCC, highlighting 

the quality of the community as relational.  

Most were attracted to a community that 

professed as priority “that all may be one.”   

Unity and simplicity are values that are 

cherished. 

     Our song, “Be Not Afraid” and Reading, 

Mt. 4:18-20 where Jesus calls Peter and 

Andrew to be fishers in the community re-

emphasized our discussion.  We are 

concerned about how we are to meet in the 

future.  Several are going to the International 

Assembly in Kansas in July. 

This ignites new sparks among us and will 

be a good way for Angela, seeking 

admission, to get to know the community, 

its goals and way of life. Monica Seska will 

do that as a one-on-one. 

     Keeping in touch by snail mail, e-mail or 

occasional phone call are ways we will keep 

in contact; also by international meeting and 

one or two gatherings. 

  Our next meeting will be in September, 

when we can more reliably predict the 

weather or the first week in October. 

Returning home this time we had torrential, 

pounding rain and darkness for the whole 

almost two hours. In concluding, we ordered 

in a delicious Chinese meal.  Our song was 

“Let there be Peace on Earth” and John 17, 

20-21 reminded us of Jesus promise that all 

may be one. Submitted by Virgie Luchsinger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Pothast, Angela Woodworth, 

Anne Marie Cunningham, 

Josephine Sincak 

Monica Sesko, Nancy Gannon, 

Virgie Luchsinger, Suzanne Doolin, 

Kenneth Keefner 
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Lorenza 

Pagola from 

Manila region 

& Janet Mapa  
from Yesu Marie region responded to the 

invitation from our SFCC sisters in Ireland 

to share ministry and community living.   

Visa that was very difficult to acquire is 

good only for 3 months.  Thanks to the 

warm and generous hospitality of Sr. Sheila, 

Sister of Mercy in Newry, Northern Ireland. 

Submitted by—Ellen Lenihan, RCC 

 

Celebrating Silver 

Jubilee! 

(1995 – 2020) 

 

Mary Ellen Pitts (RCC, 

Washington), Alice Kelsey 

(New Jersey), Diana Dale 

(Texas), Miryam Francis 

(Alaska), Claudia 

Adamson (Arkansas), Barbara Crummitt 

(Arizona), Beth Daddio (New Mexico) 

 

Members find themselves located across the 

U.S., united together in passion and purpose 

through SFCC to incarnate the prayer of 

Jesus, “May all be One.”  We stay connected 

through conversations with one another, 

assembly attendance, available technology 

routes, ATA communications, the online 

SFCC communication group, and the service 

of a Regional Communication Coordinator 

who facilitates our connections through 

round-robin style emails. 

 

Our September 2019 mailing surfaced 

personal updates, some common ground 

elements we share with the Anawim Region, 

and the need to explore future models of 

regions where our Sisters’ circumstances 

could easily cause them to be marginalized. 

This latter concern raised questions 

regarding the recent inclusion, without 

Community discussion, into the Viewbook 

of the articulation of a Membership 

Disassociation statement which in its current 

state remains antithetical to the prayer of 

Jesus, the very core value of SFCC. 

 

We welcomed Beth Daddio to the Jubilee 

Region.  A few thoughts from Beth:  My full 

time ministry is a children's thrift store.  Our 

mission is helping children who are 

challenged by poverty and have special 

needs, including children who live across 

the Mexican border towns of Anapra, Juarez 

Filipina SFCCs Lorraine Pagola 

(left) & Janet Mapa (right) 

with Eileen Murphy in Ireland 

Ellen Frances Lenihan  

welcomes to Ireland 

Lorraine Pagola(L) 

& Janeth Mapa(R) 
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and Palomas. The last few months we have 

been taking care of the hundreds of 

immigrants who have come to our city. I 

have a beautiful community here that is so 

loving and supportive, but I feel totally 

blessed to have a larger community whose 

members continue to inspire me.   

Congratulations, Beth, on your Diamond 

Jubilee! 

 

“MAY ALL BE ONE” 

 

“The Whole never 

loses contact with its 

parts, they are never 

lost or forgotten.”   

   Deepak Chopra 

Submitted by:  

Barbara Crummitt 

 

 

 

 

KENYA 

TANZANIA 

REGIONAL 

MEETING-

NOV. 22-25, 

2019 

RESIDENCE 

OF COLUMBA 

THADEY, 

SFCC- DAR ES SALAAM, TANZANIA 

Inquirers who arrived were:   

Damaris Muthusi, Catherine Mathias,  

Anna Kalungwana, 

Affiliate who attended: Christina Mathias, 

SFCC Sisters present: Columba Thadey, 

Marta Nyaga, Virginia Azcueta  
 

Marta and Damaris from Kenya who left at 

5:45 am arrived in Dar es Salaam at 2:00 am 

the next day, delayed by bus technical 

problems.  Anna took off from her work in 

Italy to spend a vacation with her family in 

Morogoro and on time to attend the meeting 

and learn more about SFCC. Catherine was 

with us only for one day and night as they 

were giving exams in the school. Christina 

also traveled by bus from Nzega, western 

Tanzania and was also delayed with bus 

repair stops. Virgie arrived from the 

Philippines a day before the meeting. 

Columba was a generous host sharing her 4 

bedrooms house and a spacious living room 

for our meeting. At registration, sisters 

signed up in preparing meals and leading 

morning and evening prayers.  

 

Virgie led the study on the SFCC Profile; 

the evangelical vows as loving, serving and 

listening and of being self-supporting; the 

canonical term for SFCC; SFCC as a non-

traditional community. Columba led the 

Business meeting on Sunday after attending 

mass at a sub- station parish. Early Saturday 

morning we walked to a neighborhood 

“Jumuiya”- Small Christian Community 

prayer meeting at the house of one of the 

members. On Monday, Fr. Meyo, SJ, 

headmaster of Loyola High School came 

and presided the Eucharistic Liturgy in the 

house of Columba wherein Damaris 

Muthusi made her Affiliation Covenant with 

SFCC. Damaris is a professor in Business 

Administration at Tangaza University in 

Nairobi, Kenya. 
 

 
From left:  Virgie Azcueta, 

Damaris Muthusi (Affiliate), Cristina Mathias 

(Affiliate), Catherine Mathias (Inquirer), 

Angela Kalungwana (Inquirer), Marta Nyaga, 

SFCC and Columba Thadey, SFCC 
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This December 6-8, those who were unable 

to attend the regional meeting in Tanzania 

will have a meeting similar to that in 

Tanzania at St. Mary Center in Langata- 

Nairobi, Kenya. Awaiting to make their 

Affiliation Covenant are inquirers: Rachel 

Mogoni, Christine Mugure, Angel Naks. 

Inquirers attending: Anne Mburu, Consolata 

Mokeira who came from Spain to attend the 

funeral of her sister. Affiliates: Vivianne 

Akinyi, Pauline Muthira, Everlyne Ongoni, 

Nancy Ongeri, Rebecca Bwari, Dolline 

Njagi, Margaret Nduta, Damaris Muthusi,   
 

The group discussed the possibility of 

hosting the SFCC International Assembly 

on July 2022 in Arusha, Tanzania at the 

border of Kenya and Tanzania which is 

close to the Serengeti Animal Reserve.   The 

nearest international airport is Kilimanjaro, 

Tanzania but one can also fly to Nairobi, 

Kenya and take a short flight to Kilimanjaro. 

By August 2020, we are looking at a total of 

9 Affirmed SFCC in Kenya Tanzania region 

and with growing inquirers, around 9 

Affiliates. In 2022, a vibrant African region 

will be ready to welcome SFCC sisters from 

around the world for the first time into the 

continent of Africa. KARIBU SANA! 

WELCOME TO AFRICA! 

Submitted by--Columba Thadey, SFCC -

RCC Kenya- Tanzania Region 

 

 

The 

Fabulous 

Five of 

Koinonea 

met 

October 

11-13 at the Precious Blood Retirement 

Center, our favorite meeting site. The Sisters 

welcome us as their own, the food is 

delicious, the accommodations are great. 

We followed our regular pattern: sharing our 

lives, business, spiritual input, and fun. 

We all take a turn leading one of the prayer 

times. 

 

Rachel Richards- moving because the rent 

was raised. Gifted with a cruise in 

December. 

Carmen Gillick- asking us (and you) for 

prayers for one of her spiritual mentees. 

Marie Seaman still very much engaged 

with various Social Justice activities. 

Kathleen Terlau- now beyond knee pain 

after a replacement, using a walker for 

balance.  

Beth Grismer-enjoying what she has 

learned from teaching a class on Gospel of 

Luke. 

 

Business was at a minimum. After Carmen 

shared some SFCC statistics on 

membership, we discussed how this might 

affect SFCC communication and 

organization. Kathleen described how the 

Sunbelt Region was using conference calls 

for communication. We will look into this 

possibility for us. As a group we will 

continue to sponsor Karla from Fran 

Smith’s Weavers of Hope.  

For spiritual input and discussion Beth 

shared insights from teaching Luke at her 

parish and Carmen briefly summarized the 

historical development of the Eucharist, 

from a class she is auditing at Notre Dame. 

We will look for books and articles to use in 

the future. 

Kathleen leading us in chair exercises and 

to Rachel making us laugh with silly games 

and activities.   

 

We will meet again May 22-24. 

Submitted by:  Beth Grismer 

 

(See next page for photo) 
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San 

Lorenzo 

Ruiz de 

Manila 

Regional meeting—Nov. 3, 2019 Venue:  

Fray Juan Holistic Center. 

Cornelia Santos Rosa and Ma Angelita led 

us in opening prayer and sharing on the 

Beatitudes.  Closing prayer was on 

remembrance and prayers for our beloved 

dead.  Study:  Anne Brotherton—“SFCC 

Socio-Theological Perspective”.  Business:  

A. 9 attending the inter-regional assembly in 

Cagayan de Oro at Chali Resort on April 22-

25, 2020.  Theme:  Year of Ecumenism and 

Interreligius Dialogue.  B. 8 are attending 

the Kansas Assembly 2020 by affirmed 

members, affiliates, inquirers, friend of 

SFCC.  Planned itinerary:  Round trip airline 

ticket Manila Chicago on July 10.  Then 

take bus to Kansas on July 11.  After 

assembly each one will go to host 

sister/family/friend.  Return to Manila on 

July 25 and August 10.  C.  Next regional 

meeting:  Venue:  Fray Juan Dec. 22 for 

Advent Recollection, Affiliation Covenant 

of Janet Nuñez and Christmas potluck lunch 

and exchange gifts.   

Submitted by: Ma. Cornelia Santos, RCC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Maranatha Region met October 26 at 

Sister Roberta’s home.  Present were Elaine 

Beluschak, Betty Bradley, Rosella 

Reinwand, Julie Kruger, Deb Murphy, 

Roberta Zelhofer and Darlene Kanera.  We 

opened with a beautiful prayer service that 

thanked God for all the beautiful hard 

working “saints” who surround us in this 

life, and for all the loving, faithful saints 

who have gone home before us. 

 

A good deal of time was spent on the three 

questions sent by the ICCs, and some 

interesting conclusions came forth.  In 

response to the first question, we decided 

that our main gift is how much we like each 

other and care about each other. A challenge 

is how we can help and support each other 

as health issues arise. With the second 

question we felt the “All to All” is our 

Left-Right:  Marie Seaman, 

Carmen Gillick, Rachel Richards, 

Kathleen Terlau, Beth Grismer 

First Row L to R-Concepcion Jordan, Affiliate, 

Helelen Mijares, Inquirer, Ma Luisa Asuncion, 

Affiliate, Ma Angelita de la Cruz,  

Fidelmarie Avanzado.  

Second Row L-R-Janet Nuñez, Inquirer, Fe 

Aguilar, Virgie Azcueta, Marivic Cotiamco, 

Elvie Samantilla, Affiliate, Rosa Ocampo, 

Ma Cornelia Santos 
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greatest strength in uniting us as a 

community.  Our weakness would be the 

natural problems in health and finances that 

come with aging.  The third question made 

us feel loved and cared for by our ICCs—

that they will be there for us if we would 

ever need their advice.  The question was an 

open door we can walk through if the need 

arises.  We pray for our ICCs. 

 

We, the Maranatha Region, have the custom 

of praying together at 8:00 pm each evening, 

wherever we are and say a short (or long) 

prayer to be joined by our Sisters.  We invite 

each region to join us at 8:00 or to set a time 

in your region to join together in a short 

prayer.  It does wonders at keeping you 

close. 

 

We spent quite a bit of time reading and 

discussing the article by the Sophia Circle 

Region in the October/November All to All.  

Much thought and careful wording went into 

that article and it raised many questions, 

namely – Does the Assembly have the 

right/power to affirm what the whole 

community will accept, regardless of 

geography? 

We closed with a prayer for the Sisters who 

asked for prayers, and set a date for our next 

meeting.                                    

Submitted by: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We, Mid-Westerners, met 

on October 19, 2019, at 

Sts. Francis and Clare 

Church in St. Louis.  

Really, it was truly a 

wonderful day, sharing 

our stories with each 

other.  The time was so 

precious because we 

could cry, laugh, get angry, express our 

feelings, and still know that we were 

accepted, just as we were. 

 

Our meeting was formally convened by 

Elizabeth, followed by our prayer time, 

prepared by Mary Ann.  Our prayer was 

focused on “Reflections on Autumn Days”, 

as we, whole-heartedly, petitioned the God of 

Autumn to allow His presence to give us and 

bless us with hope.  As we prayed the final 

prayer it suggested that because we are 

“autumn people”, we are called to grow and 

change and be open to the inner season which 

is part and parcel of our being.  We called 

upon our Autumn God to be blessed with 

hope as we “enter willingly into the dying 

that is needed for our transformation”. 

 

After lunch, we watched the DVD, 

“Emotional Sobriety” by Richard Rohr, 

O.F.M., which was followed by group 

discussion.  “Emotional Sobriety is about 

rewriting our programs for happiness.  

Richard Rohr invites us toward an authentic, 

full sobriety that includes body, mind, and 

heart.  When happiness eludes us – and 

eventually it always will – we have an 

opportunity to examine our programmed 

responses, and to choose a different path.  

Contemplation can heal our habitual 

reactions to reality, rewiring both the 

conscious and unconscious patterns.”   

 

I would strongly recommend to everyone to 

find a way, an opportunity to listen to this 

  Deb Murphy and Darlene Kanera 
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DVD; it is outstanding and will help you to 

remember that “God alone is the only 

Sustaining Power in our lives, the Ultimate 

and Vital Security, the Absolute union 

between God and soul.” 

 

I apologize for the 

number of quotes in 

this article, but 

honestly, I did not feel 

adequately supplied 

with the ability to 

paraphrase any 

thoughts or ideas at 

this time. 

 

Greetings from all members of the Mid-West 

Region; we pray that your Christmas is 

blessed in holy and abundant ways. 

Submitted by:  Joann Kuchler, SFCC 

 

 

Namaste 

Region 

Members, 

Mary Rose 

Accetturo, Rosemary Kaczynski, Judith 

Smith and Margaret Underwood, met on 

October 12 at Panera Bread to catch up on 

all our family news and individual 

community building happenings. 

 

We, then, proceeded to Margaret 

Underwood’s home where we commenced 

with our agreed upon meeting agenda.  The 

sharing of Eucharist is a central practice of 

our time together.  Margaret led us in an 

Agape service. 

 

Judith guided our discussion on the Regional 

Questions presented to us by the ICC Team.  

First, we want to say thank you to the ICC’s 

for taking the initiative to request our insight 

and information regarding our Region and 

Region’s needs. Second, we had a great and 

fruitful exchange as we formulated and 

submitted our response to the ICC’s.  

 

We each have re-read our current becoming 

process.  We do believe the becoming 

process has value. We also agree we are a 

community of unique individuals.  We come 

with different life experiences, different 

cultural practices, different types of 

education background, different 

understanding of the vowed life, different 

faith walks… We recognize that the 

Becoming Process is a manner in which we 

form a relationship between the person 

seeking to get to know the Sisters For 

Christian Community and the Sisters for 

Christian Community getting to know the 

person seeking membership.  The Becoming 

Process needs to be flexible to honor each 

unique new partnership.  

 

Together, we began 

considering our 

Assembly 2020 

question: “Where 

has the red brick 

road taken you?”  

 

We concluded our 

meeting with a 

celebration of 

Margaret’s birthday and the hope of 

gathering for a meal with all our Wisconsin 

SFCC’s before Thanksgiving.  

Submitted by: Mary Rose Accetturo 

 

 

Fall Regional 

Meeting, Sophia 

Circle,  

Oct. 4-6, 2019  

Hosted by the 

Franciscan Sisters in Cherry Hill, NJ. Saint 

Francis of Assisi's life was our inspiration 

and Barbara Aydelotte's sincere devotion to 

the saint our guiding force.11 members of 
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Sophia Circle gathered for our Fall Regional 

and we welcomed Sisters from Wisconsin 

and Maryland. 

 

We settled into  the spirit of the weekend on 

Friday eve with the film "Brother Sun, Sister 

Moon". 

On Saturday and Sunday Linda Chorlton 

and Corinne Mullen led us in beautiful 

Morning Prayers. 
 

Consilia Karli and Lea Hunter further 

discussed Sophia Circle's intentional 

membership as Communal 

Collegiality. This was stated in their 

recent  "All to All" article. Sophia 

Circle has sustained a simple open-door 

policy for welcoming new members for 20 

years, which seems to be in opposition to 

the newly mandated Becoming Process. Yet 

in "Sudden Spring " we find "By design 

we are simply a free-form unity of persons 

gathering in community in Christ." 

 

The highlight of 

Saturday evening 

was the  

Franciscan 

Transitus Service 

lovingly prepared 

by Barbara. 

 

On Sunday, Ana de 

Luco, who attended the 60 Nation Gathering 

at the UN to submit what they are doing to 

address Climate Change,  reported on  the 

impact of Climate Change on the poor.  

She 

stressed 

that the 

best way to 

stop the 

sale of 

plastics is 

to stop the 

demand. 

 

Indeed it was a jam-

packed weekend, 

which left us with 

much to ponder.  

Submitted by:  

Frances O'Connor  

          Sophia Circle 

 

 

 

 

The 

South 

Central 

Region 

met Oct. 

25-27 in San Antonio, TX and looked back 

at why we began this journey, where we 

have been, where we are today, and how we 

will handle the future growth evident in the 

2019 A-T-A’s. Sylvia Schmidt, Ann 

Pennington, Elaine Burroughs and Leticia 

Gomez were absent. Together Suzanne 

Friedmann, Lydia Plastas, Juanita Martinez, 

Odessa Stanford, Patricia Morris, and Mary 

Rocha, inquirer, discussed our past by 

reading and discussing the articles from the 

archives. 
 

A-T-A’s—FROM SEED TO TENDER 

SEED (July-Aug/2919) prompted some to 

express a hope that the Kansas City 

Assembly would not just be a nostalgic trip 

to the past but also time to remember why 

SFCC met your needs and to review the 

“basic beliefs” of why the journey began, 

what is our purpose, how we explain 

ourselves and live ‘Lillanna’s dream” 

today. We hope there will be “time to look 

to the future and prepare for the growth we 

are experiencing.”- FROM WHATS IN A 

NAME some felt that “Christian” expressed 

our essence when questions arose about 

whether in the future we would consider 

accepting non-Christians or “Nones”. A 

consensus was not reached but 
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all agreed that our expression of the vows 

was also part of our Essence-FROM 50th 

ANNIVERSARY (July-Aug/19) some fears 

were expressed about the “out of country” 

growth, possibly too much attention in that 

direction and no talk of ways to encourage 

women from this country. FROM 

CELEBRATION IN 1999 we looked at 

SFCC today as reported in 2019 ATA’s. 
 

Next we discussed today.  THE ICC 

REPORT AT THE MANILA ASSEMBLY 

expressed concern about our aging sisters, 

visiting them and somehow using 

technology to connect with then. It quoted 

Fran’s estimates of our growth in the next 

ten years that show “in 10 years the majority 

of our sisters will be living outside the U.S.” 

and we agreed with the ICC’s that “we need 

to continue to examine who we are and what 

we are to be as Sisters for Christian 

Community in this time in history.” We also 

agreed that we need to begin a serious look 

at what is available in technology that will 

help us communicate better. We also 

wondered if the sisters were aware that the 

Mar/Apr 2019 A-T-A Pg.12, published You 

tube recording that were copied from “live 

streaming” of the Manila Assembly to the 

sisters in the U.S. THE AFRICAN REPORT 

OF THE KENYA-TANZANIA REGION 

reflected a deepening for these new 

members of the Essence of SFCC and how 

they would organize their region. It did raise 

one question for us: What is the purpose of a 

“solidarity fund?” TERRY TAKKEN’S 

REPORTS showed more growth in the 

European Region and two women affirmed 

into SFCC, Sept-Oct ATA, Pg. 16. On the 

whole, looking through the 2019 ATA at the 

pictures and introduction of new members 

the growth of out of the country members is 

evident.  

 

Next we tackled the proposals and reached 

this consensus on them. THE PROCESS 

FOR ELECTION OF THE ICC’S: we agree 

with DAM/WEB REGION to keep the 

present process and “not allow submission 

of names after their publication in the Feb.-

Mar ATA prior to the affirming Assembly 

and that no names can be submitted from the 

assembly floor at the Affirming Assembly- 

 

AN INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGE used 

in official SFCC COMMUNICATIONS: we 

agreed with the consensus of the Manila 

Assembly that translation is available 

through technology and can be used for 

now. 

 

THE SOPIA REGIONS DISCUSSION OF 

THE BECOMING PROCESS AND 

OTHER ISSUES:  WE AGREE WITH THE 

DAM REGION that is was unfocused, see 

Pg.19 Aug/Sep ATA, containing multiple 

issues and felt that many of these issues 

were answered by the information from the 

archives P 21 in same issue and feel that our 

present growth requires what has been 

determined by the consensus of the 

community and suggest the Sophia Region 

boil it down to specific proposals for each 

issue they raise: authoritative tone? lack of 

inclusivity? diversity in members? that 

collegial decisions are unchangeable, ( not 

true, can be changed at a future Assembly)? 

the words mandate and imperative? copy of 

view book (found on line or obtained from 

Fran”. WE WOULD LIKE TO 

RECOMMEND THAT: this statement be 

added to the PROPOSAL in archives on 

changing SFCC structure and process (Pg. 

21, ATA, TO END WITH THIS 

SENTENCE, “until the next Assembly or 

any Assembly thereafter.” Finally, we all 

agreed to the recommendation, submitted by 

Alison McCrary, that a TECHNOLOGY 

SERVICE ROLE TEAM BE 

ESTABLISHED. 

 

At the end of the day we celebrated with 

Suzanne Friedmann her 60th Anniversary of 
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vows with a dinner and much joy and 

thanksfor a good meeting and plans for our 

next Regional will be held in San Antonio, 

TX, 4/24-4/26.  

Submitted by:  Sister Patricia Morris, RCC 

 

 

The WEB 

Region met on 

October 5, 

2019 at 

Charlestown 

Retirement 

Community, thanks to the hospitality of 

Kass Collins. “Let nothing trouble you. Let 

nothing scare you. All is fleeting. God alone 

is unchanging. Patience obtains everything. 

Who possesses God wants for nothing. God 

alone suffices.” These words of Theresa of 

Avila provided a time of reflective prayer as 

we began our meeting amid the national and 

ecclesial chaos that surrounds us.  

 

In answer to the ICC’s questions, we felt 

that the gift in our region has been the long 

history in SFCC of many of our members, 

who through the years have provided 

prophetic, dynamic contributions to the 

larger community. Our weakness now 

mirrors that of other regions where these 

members have aged and are no longer able 

to travel and/or participate fully. WEB 

covers a wide geographical area so future 

gatherings will be in the local clusters in 

VA, MD, DE, PA and not region wide. 

 

We then addressed the 

Proposals/Recommendations/Issues found in 

the ATA. As for the Proposal for Calling 

Forth the ICCs, it was noted that the regions 

who have already commented on the 

Proposal in the ATA, agree with its content 

as written. We formulated a rationale, 

drawing on the rationale from the original 

document in 2012 and adding the 

consideration that with our global growth, 

qualified sisters from other 

countries/cultures may volunteer for the 

service role. The entire community needs to 

know them through the ATA. Our thoughts 

will be forwarded to the DAM Region for 

their input. A question arose from our 

discussion: if/when volunteers come from 

different countries/cultures, how do they 

come together to form a team for 

discernment? 

 

We agree that the Issue submitted by the 

Sophia Region concerning the Becoming 

Process be formulated in more focused, 

concise statements if it is to be submitted to 

the Business Team for discussion at the 

Assembly. The recent article from the 

Sophia Region in the October ATA strikes a 

negative tone. It seems to question the action 

of the Spirit in the gathered Assembly and 

the consensus process. Affirmed Proposals 

are the result of difficult, many times long 

and painful discussions. The results flow 

from the lived experience of the sisters, 

many of whom had years of history in 

SFCC. “Mandating” a process for the entire 

community is not taken lightly; one has to 

have lived through the Assembly experience 

to appreciate the Spirit Alive in the 

outcomes.   

 

Back row left to right: 

Lydia Plastas, Mary Rocha, (inquirer), 

Odessa Stanford, and Ann Tineman 

Front row left to right:  Suzanne 

Friedmann, Juanita Martinez, 

Patricia Morris 
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Again for the sake of process, we feel that 

the Recommendation to form a Technology 

Service Role Team needs to be presented in 

a more concise form if it is to be submitted 

to Assembly: Recommendation, Brief 

Rationale, Clarifier. Such a team is a great 

idea that will evolve over time among our 

global, younger members who are tech 

savvy. For our aging population who do not 

travel/are unable to gather in one center to 

participate, it may not have value at present. 

 

The last question we considered was Fran 

Smith’s as stated the May-June ATA. “Does 

Christian Community include Jewish, 

Muslim, 

Hindu, etc. 

women?” Our 

response: We 

(SFCC) are 

and remain a 

Christian 

Community, 

but if the non-

Christian 

woman finds 

common 

ground among us, why not welcome her? 

We, like Fran, feel excited by that! 

Submitted by:  Alma O’Brien 

 

 

 

Madonna 

Buder  
Wednesday, 

13 November 

2019, 

Spokane, 

Washington 

newspaper, the Spokesman-Review included 

an article featuring prominent, important and 

inspiring women of Spokane past and 

present.   

 

Sister Madonna Buder, Spokane’s Iron 

Nun, has been a star of a Nike commercial. 

It’s easy to see why. While she’s been a nun 

for nearly 70 years – she’s a member of the 

Sisters of Christian Community – she’s been 

doing triathalons for going on 35 years. 

She’s also a world-record holder since 2012 

for being the oldest person to complete an 

Ironman competition. 

For Buder, running is 

an extension of her 

faith. As she told The 

Spokesman-Review in 

2007, “When I run, all 

the problems of the 

world dissolve into the 

openness of God’s 

cathedral. ... Running has helped me develop 

a way to look at the larger picture.” 

 

 
 

 

On Friday November 15th the diocese of 

Lafayette La. Celebrated anniversaries of 

religious in our diocese. Among those 

celebrating was Rosanne Plagens SFCC. 

Present at the event but not pictured are  

Glen and Mary Ann Cornett, parents of a 

former student and supportive friends; 

retired Air Force Major Joseph Nelson, class 

pen pal in former years and continued friend  

along with his mother, Caril. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

SUZANNE FRIEDMAN 

Celebrating 60 years of Religious Life 

and her 80th Birthday 

Sitting down.....Suzanne Friedmann,SFCC 

Back row left to right......Amelia Amaya,  

Lydia Plastas,SFCC, Mary Alice Amaya,  

Anne Tiemann,SFCC,Tilda Amaya and  

Irma Gonzales, IWBS. 

Submitted by:  Lydia Plastas 
 

November 25th would have been 

Lillanna's 100th birthday!  She was born 

in 1919.  What a wonderful difference she's 

made in our world and in our own lives.  

Thanks, Lillanna.  -- Jeana Bodart 

 

"You certainly are a Sister for Christian 

Community" that is what I wrote to Alvina 

recently after she described her many 

involvements with family, parish, and 

especially at 

Wascana 

Rehabilitation 

Hospital. This 

is a hospital 

for all age 

groups and 

some 200 

adults with 

debilitating 

conditions 

and she 

spends much 

of her time there. Although she lives in 

Regina, Saskatchewan a long way from us 

we are happy that she has become part of 

our region and we all keep in contact 

through email.  

Submitted by:  Barbara Rice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Don and wife Elaine Reed; Trista 

Badeaux and Jo Lynn Dean, former co-

teachers of Sister Rosanne:  Sister 

Rosanne Plagens, SFCC & Sister 

Ameline Theriot, SFCC at the luncheon 

following the Mass held in honor of the 

sister jubiliarians of the Diocese of 

Lafayette held on Nov. 15, 2010  

My sincere apology for not having included 

this in last issue.  Loretta C. Primus 

Denyse Martin, our SFCC in New 

Zealand, celebrates her 89th birthday.  

Denyse has been in SFCC 43 years  

(since 1976). 
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Mapa, Janeth: 

janethsfcc2017@gmail.com 

 

Mosqueda, Dominga: 

region listing:  South Central   

(NOT Gulf South) 

 

Campbell, Fran: 

delete home phone # 442-666-8173 

cell only: 702-493-8730 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ginny Braniff (Gulf South)  sister-in-law, 

Marsha Braniff, age 71,  has stage 4 

malignant lung cancer, which has 

metastasized to her spleen, liver and her 

back. 

 

 

INQUIRER 

Catherine 

Mathias 

Kenya-Tanzania 

Region 

 

Born (1977) in the 

Kilimanjaro 

Region, Catherine 

is one of 10 

children in a poor farming family of 

Tanzania.  To this day, Catherine remain in 

contact with all her siblings, as well as with 

her parents. 

 

Received poor career counseling, suffered a 

broken relationship and difficulty in 

discerning if marriage or religious life was 

her calling. 

 

The guiding principle in Catherine’s life is 

to live according to the Commandments and 

to always speak the truth. It is important to 

Catherine to be faithful to people and to 

God.    

 

Catherine has been teaching at the secondary 

level at St Anthony’s School in Mbagala, 

Dar-es-Salaam for the past 14 years. She 

earned a Bachelor Degree in education from 

the University of Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania 

(2005) and in 2014 she earned a Master’s 

Degree in Human resources Management. 

Over the years Catherine has discovered that 

her personal strength lies in doing justice to 

everyone, especially her students. 

mcatherine700@gmail 

Please limit all 

reports to no more 

than 1 page, to 

include Logo and 

any Photos.  Type 

in Times New 

Roman 12, with 1 

inch margins. 

For example, in this issue on page 14—no 

pictures (has 570 words).  However, we 

use icons for Regions, and most include 

pictures.  Therefore, see p. 6, which has 

366 words.  This should give you an idea, 



19 

 

 

INQUIRER 

Christine Mugure 

Kenya-Tanzania 

 

A Kenyan citizen, 

Christine teaches both 

History and Christian 

Religious Education 

(CRE).  She holds a 

Bachelor’s Degree 

from St Mary University Minnesota. I am 

interested in religious life. I came to know 

SFCC through Sr Marta Nyaga, sfcc in 

Kenya. 

 
 

INQUIRER 

Michelle Aparicio 

Calungsod 

 

Michelle is a 

certified Caregiver 

and works at St 

Martha’s Center 

were her focus is on 

caring for and 

assisting the elderly residents.  She provides 

emotional support, mobility assistance, 

transportation and home care organization.  

It is at St Martha’s where Michelle met 

Helen Fernandez, sfcc who introduced her to 

SFCC and is now Michelle’s mentor through 

the Becoming Process.  Michelle is 

caregiver and escort to Sr Helen. 

 

Prior to her certification and employment as 

a caregiver, Michelle worked as a front Desk 

Officer in Abu Dhabi, United Emirates, 

2009-2011.  Michelle holds a Bachelor of 

Computer Science from Holy Name 

University. 

 
 

 

 

 

INQUIRER 

Flordeliz Jabonite 
Region: Manila 

 

Flordeliz 

M.Jabonite is from 

Sinakayanan, 

Catigbi-an, Bohol, 

Philippines. 

Presently, she 

resides in Cupang, Antipolo City. 

 

Flordeliz’ family consists of herself and her 

brother, who lives with his family in 

Laguna. She was separated from family 

when she entered religious life at the end of 

her 2nd year of college.  She and her brother 

reunited and remain close.   

 

Flordeliz was a missionary for 15 years,  

with the Secular Institute of the Two Hearts 

of Jesus and Mary, an institute for women 

dedicated to  propagate the devotion to the 

two hearts of Jesus and Mary. The Institute 

strives to sanctify youth, family, clergy and 

media by using mass communication. 

 

Flordeliz also served the Institute as  

liturgist, finance officer, secretary, head of 

the apostolate and postulant mistress. Each 

task had its challenge because of the self-

denial and sacrifice involved 

 

Flordeliz wants to persevere in serving God 

by serving his people. She sees SFCC as a 

community that will support both her vows 

and her work.  She is very grateful to have 

learned about SFCC and believes this is the 

right path for her. 
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INQUIRER 

Liliana Chacon 

México 

 

Hello, my name is 

Liliana Chacón 

Mosqueda.  I am 47 

years old and was in 

a religious order for 

7 years.  I left 3 

years ago, a paradox, as I was very happy 

when I entered and very sad when I left. 

However, I know I made the right decision 

and God is giving me the strength and 

sustaining me as I move forward.  I work in 

a supermarket, and there I have found family 

that helps me grow as a person.  I live with 

my parents and 3 sisters who are single, but 

my heart searches. Liliana lives in Mexico 

City and is in regular contact with Fran 

Smith, sfcc. 

 

 

INQUIRER 
Permanent Affiliate 

Cristina Elcuaz 

Europe Region 

Spain 

 

A resident of Bolbao, 

Spain, Cristina 

Elcuaz is 54 years 

old, married and 

mother of two children, Teresa and Javier, 

12 and 10 years old respectively. Cristina is 

a MD, Physician, by profession and 

vocation. 

 

She met SFCCs Carmen (Notario) and 

Magdalena (Bennasar) in 2010 at a 4-day 

silent summer retreat. Cristina continued as 

“teachers and lighthouses along her Way of 

Faith.” 

 

At different stages of Cristina’s life there 

were specific people, or groups, who made it 

easier for her to feel that God did not 

abandon her that God spoke to her through 

them, and in an open tone, tolerance for 'the 

different' 

 Currently, Cristina is a parish catechist 

where she prepares children for First 

Communion.   

 

Cristina is aware of the spiritual aridity that 

is lived in today's society, of the need and 

the search for something authentic, which 

touches the heart and quenches the inner 

thirst. 

 

With Carmen and Magdalena, Cristina 

discovered the importance of silence and of 

daily prayer which bring  her closer to the 

encounter with the Word, as well as the 

importance of having a community such as 

is SFCC, which supports amidst the 

struggles along the Way, joining forces, 

sharing each one's life from their day to day 

and the difficulties. cristina.eclauz@ gmail 

 

 

INQUIRER 
Permanent 

Affiliate 

Angel 

Santamaria 
Europe Region 

Spain 

  

Married, father of 

three children and 

a small grandson of three years, Angel is 70 

years old.  Born into a humble family in 

Madrid, outside the Church and the life of 

faith, Angel was 18 when he wanted to 

experience living faith make Christ present 

in the world of work. During this time and 

until age 25, Angel lived the evangelical 

counsels of chastity, poverty and obedience 
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as something that came naturally to him, 

although not well understood. 

 

At 28 years, Angel married and began a life 

participating together in various forms of the 

life of parish catechesis, marriage 

encounters, caritas. 

 

After a short experience in Africa, in 2013, 

Angel met SFCCs Carmen Notario and 

Magdalena Benassar at a meeting where 

they spoke of "Creation Spirituality, Earth, 

Water, Fire and Light", and since then, 

Angel can no longer do without them!  

 

Today Angel is happy and waiting to see 

what the Lord will do with the step he took 

to become an `Inquirer'.   

 

Angel has always worried about the day he 

would have to stand before the Lord empty-

handed. Today what worries Angel is not 

that his hands are empty but that they are not 

damaged by not having worked in what God 

is suggesting to in prayer.   

Submitted by the archives 

  

 

INQUIRER 

Lucía 

Aurrekoetxea  

Europe Region 

Spain 

 

I’m Lucia 

Aurrekoetxea. I 

am from Getxo, a 

beautiful town 

near Bilbao. I am 55 years old. I am single 

and I have no children, only some great 

nephews, every day older, alas! I studied at 

Opus College and at the University of 

Navarra, but with peace, I have always been 

a person who was looking for various 

sources.  

As a young girl, in the parish, I was in the 

first group that was confirmed with 16 years, 

separately from the Communion (my sisters 

who are 1 and 2 years older than I received 

both at the same time), and, with a one-year 

preparation process. This process already 

made me begin to ask myself the truth about 

what I believed, and to question certain 

issues of the "Cole" Religion.  

 

Then I went to the University and during 

those years I attended some courses by a 

Franciscan, Javier Garrido, who made me 

question even more things and whom 

introduced to me the discovery of the small, 

weak, suffering and quiet God who gives us 

such infinite freedom, as is His Love.  

 

A good clash against the idea of an  

'omnipotent God', of compliance with 

norms, and almost mercantilist of those who 

had taught me before.  And above all, he 

gave importance to the personal encounter 

with Jesus of Nazareth. Sometimes I still 

wonder if I had that meeting, because I can't 

point to a specific date or a specific "my-

fall-from-the-horse" type experience. But I 

do know that this meeting takes place in the 

Prayer. And although I am not constant in it 

as I would like to be, I know that this 

encounter is real, when I really pray, when I 

let God reach me inside (or is it when I enter 

into God?). I don't know how to explain it, 

but you know surely what I am referring to, 

right?  

 

When I got back to Getxo, I spent a few 

years Confirming a couple of batches of kids 

(that's more than 8 years in my parish).  

 

Later, with work schedules, it was no longer 

possible for me and I am currently almost 

disconnected from the parish (except for the 

fact that I live on the floor below the parish 

priest!).  
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Receiving diocesan training courses, I joined 

a diverse but wonderful group of people and 

formed a reference group. Over the years, 

some have left the group. And those of us 

who have meetings are more of training than 

of sharing life, although training always 

touches it a little, but in a rather theoretical 

way. Among the activities to which we 

signed up as a group within our sector, we 

were in several prayer sessions with Carmen 

and Magdalena.  

 

I have continued to attend their retreats and 

various training activities. Let's say I 

connected "a little" with their way of seeing 

spirituality and life. Refreshing and 

demanding at the same time. I am very 

grateful for all that they have given me. 

Now that they have started this new SFCC 

path, I am honored that to have been invite 

to explore it with them and with all of you.  

I'm curious to see where it takes me.  

 

Returning to more mundane issues, although 

I am a biologist, I have never exercised as 

such. I worked in the laboratory of a factory, 

rather as a chemist and then, after some 

short work, I am in an office of a company 

that tries to sell toys abroad. My schedules 

are a bit peculiar, because of the necessity to 

catch a few hours of Hong Kong's work 

schedule, where we have an office, but I also 

have to serve South American clients who 

live in a time zone a few hours later than we. 

So, my life ends up being a bit chaotic. But I 

will try to contribute my granite in this 

arena. 

November 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INQUIRER 

Pilar Badia 

Santasusana 
Europe Region 

Spain 

 

I was born in 1953 in 

Cardona, Barcelona, 

to a humble 

agricultural family, 

second of 5 brothers. I grew up in the midst 

of not a few family and environmental 

problems, until it made me take wings and 

take off when I was 21 years old. 

 

In the warmth of a religious congregation I 

learned to pray, to listen to the spirit, 

understanding that God loved me and spoke 

to me forever. I shared with them a beautiful 

16 years living in Cameroon, Bolivia and 

among the Roma population. I touched with 

my hands and my profession as a nurse 

God's poor ones. Suddenly the Lord visited 

me especially through EE170 and in EE175 

made me take flight again, this time even 

more authenticity, a walk in spiritual 

poverty without assurances and always 

looking for something to do or to give.  

 

Now I have been sharing bread and home 

for 13 years with homeless people, 

immigrants and children of fragile families. 

I miss some kind of community dimension 

to receive and listen to the Ruah. I am a 

person of prayer and I do not want to 

become deaf to the requirement of "maybe 

something else". 

 

Recently I met Integrative Spirituality. A 

great gift I went was about SFCC and want  

to read more from and about Lillanna Kopp. 

I share with you the requirement to live 

responsibly, to leave a creative mark. I 

would like to try. Together we can, of that I 

am sure! 
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AFFILIATE 

Damaris 

Muthusi 
 

 

Signed the 

Covenant of 

Affiliation 

  

 

in Tanzania, Sunday November 24 

Region: Kenya-Tanzania 

 

 

AFFIRMED 

Roz Frampton 

UK Region 

 

Roz was affirmed 

into full 

membership by the 

Ruah-UK Region 

December 5.  Roz 

first learned about 

SFCC when she read Madonna Buder’s 

autobiography, The Grace to Race,  and 

making contact through the SFCC website. 

She explains: My spiritual and life  

‘journey’ was made possible by ‘Amazon’ 

suggesting that I might like to read Madonna 

Buder’s book, which I did.  Having read & 

reflected on her book, I made contact with 

the SFCC website & the rest is history.  I 

will be thinking about Madonna on 5/12/19, 

the day I will be affirmed here in the UK 

into full SFCC membership.  I appreciate 

Madonna writing the book as her life has 

impacted on mine thousands of miles away!  

 6 Rochester Way, Bognor Regis 

 West Sussex 

 PO21 3RD England 

 email. rozf@hotmail.co.uk 

 phone +44 07979-035499 

 

 

 

OBITUARY 

LILLIAN 

LAMOUREUX 
             

            1925-2019 

SFCC: 1984-2019 

 

 

Born in Lowell, 

Massachusetts, 

USA in 1925, 

Lillian and her three brothers attended 

school there.  Lillian earned a bachelor’s 

Degree in Latin and English and, later a 

Masters in English Literature.  She entered 

the Sisters of Charity of Ottawa (Grey Nuns) 

in 1944 and remained with them for 32 

years.  During that time, she earned 

certification in elementary and secondary 

education and ministered as an educator at 

those levels.  She was also principal and 

director of education.  For the Grey Nuns, 

Lillian served as a delegate to Provincial 

Congresses and also the General Chapter in 

Rome.  Lillian co-authored Mother 

d’Youville: A Modern Woman and later 

translated it into French. 

Lillian left the Grey Nuns in 1976. She 

continued as an educator for the Lowell 

public school system where she was a 

teacher and principal.  Later, she was 

Principal of a local Catholic school. 

After retiring from 43 years in the 

classroom, Lillian enrolled in the 

Massachusetts School of Law in 1991. She 

was 71 years of age! She was accepted into 

the school through the Massachusetts Bar 

mailto:rozf@hotmail.co.uk
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Foundation internship program. She interned 

at the Legal Services office in Lowell. She 

focused on elder law issues (bankruptcy,  

guardianship, health care coverage) using 

alternative dispute resolutions.  

 

Lillian joined SFCC in 1984 and was an 

active member of the New England Region, 

later reorganized as the MARICYNT 

Region.  She was introduced to SFCC by 

Cynthia Beaugh, SFCC.  Lillian is missed 

by her SFCC region, by friends, colleagues, 

neighbors and family. 

Submitted by the archives 

 

OBITUARY 

 

LIGOURI 

ROSSNER 

            1941-2019 

SFCC: 1989-2019 

East Central 

Region 

Liguori Rossner, 

who opened the 

Jubilee Soup 

Kitchen in the Hill 

District of Pittsburgh nearly 40 years ago, 

died late November 7 at 78 years of age.   

Liguori had dealt with medical issues 

throughout her life, and was in UPMC 

Mercy for circulation problems. 
 

Ligouri was a member of the Sisters of the 

Divine Redeemer for 20 years, leaving in 

December, 1979.  She taught the elementary 

and secondary levels in the Pittsburgh area. 

and also served as president of the 

Pittsburgh Diocesan Sisters Council.    
 

In 1969 she cofounded Jubilee Soup Kitchen 

and served as its executive director until 

2015 when health limitations forced Ligouri 

to hand directorship to her cousin, Paulette 

Blasko.   The Jubilee Soup Kitchen was 

opened in response to the closing of the 

local steel mills, which left thousands 

unemployed – many of whom became 

homeless.   

Ligouri eventually became the Executive 

Director of the Jubilee Association, Inc.  She 

was instrumental in expanding the work of 

Jubilee from a soup kitchen to a multi-

service community center including a food 

pantry, employment and placement service, 

wellness center, health outreach and the 

John Heinz Family Center.  
 

Liguori received several awards for her 

service including the Cardinal Wright 

Award from the Bishop's Latin School in 

2018, the Courageous Woman Award from 

Mom's House in 2000, Caritas Award from 

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of 

Pittsburgh in 1993, the Catholic Youth 

Award from the Pittsburgh Catholic Youth 

Association in 1990, the "True Pittsburgher" 

award from Pittsburgh Magazine in 1986 

and was inducted into the Century Club of 

Distinguished Duquesne Alumni in 1994.  

She also served as president of the Diocesan 

Sisters Council in the 1970's. 
 

The Kitchen operates the government funds, 

counting on foundation and corporate grants 

and private donations. It provides child care 

and preschool programs. A satellite location 

offers a food, which serves walk-in clients 

every other week and delivers to 70 shut-in 

people in the other weeks. Liguori realized 

early on that providing meals wasn’t enough 

to move people out of poverty, believing 

that the Kitchen should never lose sight of 

the whole of the person, not just ‘give them 

a little food and send them on their way. 
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Ligouri was a great woman:  feisty, funny, 

driven to help as many of God's poor and 

downtrodden as she could, and she worked 

long past the time that most others would 

have given up for health reasons.  She will 

be missed by her Sisters in SFCC, her 

colleagues, her family, and the city's 

poorest.     Archives & Pittsburgh Gazette 

(If anyone wishes to send a note to Liguori’s 

family, the information is as follows:) 

 

Bernard Rossner or Cynthia Gedman 

1306 Rossner Avenue 

Duquesne PA.  15110  1847 

 

 

OBITUARY 

 

Dolores Sheehan 

            1936-2019 

SFCC: 2001-2019 

Dolores was with the 

Sisters of Charity of 

Leavenworth, 

Kansas, USA for 43 

years, leaving that 

community in 1997. 

 

She joined SFCC in 2001. 

 

Dolores held a Masters in Social Work and 

was a Licensed Clinical Social Worker. 

Over the years, she worked as a social 

worker, therapist, teacher and program 

developer 

 

At the time of her affirmation into SFCC 

membership, Dolores was ministering in  

Honduras, Central America  with SFCCs 

Ann Miller and Laurinda Mayer. 

 

During her years in SFCC, Dolores also 

worked as a counselor in Kansas, Missouri 

and other areas of the US’ midwest states. 

She was a member of the Rocky Mt Region 

and participated also in the Midwest Region, 

as well as both the Gulf South and South 

Central Regions. 

 

Eventually, Dolores relocated to Montana in 

order to be near family and that is where she 

passed September, 2019.  

                              Submitted by the archives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

In order to open up the opportunity to the 

full SFCC membership to serve as ICCs and 

for the full membership to make an 

informed discernment about all 

candidates, we propose that the individual 

member and/or team put their name(s) 

forward in the ATA with a brief statement of 

the gifts they bring to the service role. All 

names to be considered for ICCs will be 

published in the ATA no later than the 

February-March issue prior to the affirming 

Assembly. Submission of names after the 

February-March issue will not be considered 

even from the Assembly floor. 

Rationale: 
This is a clarification of the original 

proposal affirmed in 2012. The 

proposal was not followed in calling 

forth an ICC team in 2015 and was 

cause of confusion in 2018. 

  

Qualified volunteers will emerge 

from the global community; this 

process allows full membership to 

know them. SFCC needs to adjust 

for our global expansion. 

 

Clarifiers: Fran Campbell/Alma 

O'Brien 

 

 



Sisters For Christian Community 

SERVICE  FEE  FORM  2019-2020 
and 

ATA Vol. 50 
 

Please complete one Service Fee Form for each person, including any gift subscriptions, 

and submit it with payment by November 30, 2019 
 

Name _____________________________________  Home Phone  __________________________ 

Address ___________________________________  Cell Phone __________________________ 

City/State__________________________________  E-mail  _______________________________ 

_______________________________________________________  ____________________ 

Postal Zip Code   Country      Birthday  

Region __________________________  Circle one:  SFCC  BFCC  Friend  Becoming  

The above information is: _____ the same as in the 2018 Directory, or is _____changed  
 

SERVICE FEE (as established at the 2017 Assembly):   

Choose ONE type: 

 _____ $40 Includes: 

   $25 for Hard Copy of the All-To-All (5 issues) & 2020 Directory 

   $5 for International Communications Coordinators (ICC) 

$7 for Archives  

$3 for Website  

 _____ $25 Includes: 

   $10 for Electronic Copy of the All-To-All (5 issues) & 2020 Directory* 

   $5 for International Communications Coordinators (ICC) 

$7 for Archives 

$3 for Website  

 _____ $15 Sharing ATA Subscription with _________________________________ 

who chose one of the above 

(includes $5 for ICC, $7 for Archives and $3 Website fees)* 

 

*_______ $5 Optional Hard Copy of Directory with Electronic subscription or Shared subscription 
 

________Unable to pay (all or part of fee) but wish to receive the ATA 

________Additional Donation    
 

Total: ___________  DO NOT SEND CASH:  
 

Make checks or money order in US currency payable to: Sisters For Christian Community  

Mail to: Deb Murphy, SFCC   Email questions to: deb@murph-mail.com 

13060 W. Bluemound Rd., Unit 108   or  atasfcc@yahoo.com  
Elm Grove WI 53122   Phone Contact: (+1)-262-957-791 

 

 

mailto:atasfcc@yahoo.com


 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send all content for Issue 3 to atasfcc@yahoo.com on or before January30. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


