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ASSEMBLY 2017 SUMMARY 

 

Having reached the port of Baltimore on 

Sunday, July 16, 2017, seventy SFCCs 

disembarked to be reunited with one another 

before picking up anchor again to navigate 

the waters with our sisters in ministry 

around the globe.  

 

“O Lord, with your eyes set upon me, 

gently smiling, you have spoken my 

name. 

All I longed for, I have found by the 

water.  At your side, I will seek other 

shores.” 

(Lord, You Have Come/Pescador de Hombres—

Cesáreo Gabaráin).  
 

“Señor me has mirdo a los ojos, 

sonriendo has dicho mi nombre. 

en la rena he dejado mi barca, junto a ti 

buscaré otro mar.”  

 

“O Panginoon, sa Iyong mga mata , 

Nakangiti aking pangalan sinasabi. 

Lahat kong nais, natagpuan ko sa tubig. 

Sa tabi Mo, makita kong ibang 

baybayin.” 

 

This was the theme that weaved through our 

gatherings. We recognized several of the 

cultures present by singing in English, 

Spanish and Tagalog. 
 

It’s impossible to capture the experience of 

Assembly 2017 on paper. Our seven 

presenters: Fran Smith, Roberta Winkels, 

Laurinda Mayer, Patti Rogucki, Priscilla 

Kyarisiima, Margaret Gonsalves, and Virgie 

Azcueta enriched and challenged us through 

prayer, story-telling, power point, music and 

dance. They took us first to Mexico, then 

Central America, Africa, India and the 

Philippines, treating us to ethnic foods along 

the way. We truly experienced SFCC as a 

global community. All of us were humbled 

by the witness of these sisters in their 

embodiment of our gospel values among the 

poor and marginalized, their efforts toward 

the empowerment of women, their 

dedication to the people they serve. We were 

privileged to have them among us; we thank 

them for living passionately the SFCC 

Mission and Vision. 

 

How can we, as SFCC support these sisters 

ministering in the developing countries?  In 

this issue of the ATA is a listing of the 

sponsoring groups to which financial 

donations can be sent. But all of us can 

support by prayer, communication through 

cards, e-mail, Facebook, SKYPE to assure 

them they are not forgotten and are held in 

love. There was table discussion after 

Pricilla’s presentation on Uganda. The 

results were recorded and the Assembly 

Team is following through with the 

participants to implement them. 

 

We celebrated with jubilarians: Monica 

Sesko 60 years, Mary Ellen Pitts and Ana 

Marina Colocho 25 years and welcomed our 

newly affirmed members: Alison McCrary, 

Clare Thomas, Clariza Amaca and Fe 

Aguilar. After renewing our vows, we 

closed this final session with Mary’s Song 

of Praise, the Magnificat by Dan Schutte. 

The evening meal was followed by music 

and dance with a dynamic DJ who 

empowered everyone to participate in the 

fun. 

 

The accommodations at Maritime were 

comfortable, the food bountiful and 

delicious. There were few glitches, the 

picture one of them. We appreciate 

Claudia’s efforts – just too many bodies on a 

dark and narrow staircase - nothing is 

perfect. We apologize. 
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“Lord, as I drift on the waters, be the 

resting place of my restless heart, my 

life’s companion, my friend and refuge. 

...all I longed for I have found by the 

water; at your side, I will seek other 

shores.” 
(Lord, You Have Come/Pescador de Hombres—

Cesáreo Gabaráin).  

 

With gratitude to all who participated by 

their presence and prayerful support, 
The 2017 Assembly Team 

 

 

COLLEGIAL PROCESS REPORT 

 

The business meeting was facilitated by Pat 

Conrad with Carmen Gillick acting as 

timekeeper and Alma O’Brien as recorder. 

Monday evening session began with the 

introduction of the Proposal: Membership 

Process for Companion Members 

(CFCC). The clarifier was Fran Campbell. 

Clarification developed into the open mic 

session which raised some concerns about 

how segments of the Becoming Process 

might be adapted for companions. The other 

issue addressed was the need for Taping 

International Assemblies. There were 

suggestions from the group concerning 

technologies currently available. Participants 

were encouraged to discuss these topics 

further with each other before the collegial 

process on Wednesday, as well as the 

consideration of future assemblies in 2018 

and 2019 and the calling forth of a new ICC 

team in 2018. 

 

Service Team and Finance Committee 

Reports appear elsewhere in this ATA 

issue. The ICCs stressed the addendum to 

the affirmation form which was updated in 

2015 and “believe that it might be important 

for all SFCC to sign this Affirmation-

Addendum form as a reminder of our 

commitment” and to think about calling 

forth new leadership in 2018. The Facilitator 

suggested that the ICC’s present a 

Recommendation in the ATA that all 

members submit an Affirmation-Addendum 

form so that it can be processed through the 

Collegial Process at the next Assembly. 

 

The ATA Team reported a deficit in 

printing the hard copy as well as a deficit in 

some of the service roles. These deficits may 

create an increase in the fees for 2017-2018. 

The new ATA Team comprised of Peggy 

Ramsden, Deb Murphy, Alma O’Brien 

was affirmed. 

 

Archive Report was given by Fran 

Campbell and Patti Douglas. The Memoir 

project was introduced; forms will be 

available in the ATA. Patti Douglas was 

affirmed as Co-Archivist. 

 

As part of the TCC Report, Sister Kathleen 

Burns, IHM gave a presentation addressing 

 e-participants, e-delegates, devices, sources, 

and costs for live streaming, interactive 

video, etc. for future assemblies. 

 

The Finance Report was given by Margaret 

Underwood. Concerns were raised about 

having a central bank and the hierarchical 

structure implied as well as the sense of 

control vs. oversight.  The Facilitator 

pointed out that if the Committee wishes to 

pursue any changes in title or procedures, 

this needs to be clearly identified in the 

ATA as an Issue/ Recommendation to be 

discussed using the Collegial Process at the 

next Assembly. 

 

The final segment of the collegial process 

was Wednesday afternoon. Results are as 

follows: 

 

Proposal: Membership Process for 

Companion Members (CFCC) 

The existing Becoming Process be 

implemented with persons seeking SFCC 
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Companion co-membership without the 

creation of a new service role at either the 

international or regional levels.  Submitted 

by the DAM Region and clarified by Fran 

Campbell. 

Consensus: Affirmed 

 

The issue of future assemblies required a 

sense of the community gathered. The team 

for the 2019 Assembly in the Philippines 

was affirmed with three dissenting groups 

willing to step aside so the sense of the 

community could be honored.   

 

There was significant objection to having an 

assembly in 2018 since the Philippine 

assembly will be in January 2019 and the 

Philippine community could experience the 

collegial process there. But the sense of the 

community for 2018 was yes; the planning 

team was asked to take into consideration 

the concerns of the objecting groups and the 

team for 2018 was affirmed.  

 

The collegial process ended at 4:00. There 

was no evaluator report.  However the 

Process Evaluator made several procedural 

recommendations during the process.  
 

Submitted by Pat Conrad/Alma O’Brien 

 

ICC Report 2017 

 

Our fourth year of service began with the 

emergence of SFCC in Uganda, Africa.  

With the affirmation of Priscilla Kyarisiima 

at the 2016 Assembly, SFCC became a 

reality in Uganda.  As an affirmed SFCC, 

Priscilla was able to receive the affirmations 

of Justine Naturinda and Vastina 

Tusingwire.  As we write this, we 

understand that Assembly 2017 will provide 

the community an opportunity to discuss 

what this presence in Africa will mean for 

these sisters and SFCC in general.  Priscilla, 

Justine, and Vastina have challenged us to 

find a way for SFCC, as a total community, 

to participate in constructing a future in 

Africa. 

 

The importance of having the correct form 

for the Affirmation Process has caught our 

attention.  We see the Affirmation 

Addendum as an important and vital form 

for SFCC.  The Affirmation Addendum has 

four statements that are critical for 

understanding the SFCC call to self-

sufficiency and responsibility to the 

community.  The fourth statement is our 

way of understanding how an individual 

becomes “officially disassociated” with the 

community.  The process is one of self-

determination and self-termination by way 

of one’s actions in respect to the profile.  We 

know of at least one region dealing with an 

issue of disassociation.  Without this 

document SFCC has no other way to deal 

with the issue of individuals not living by 

the profile and causing some form of 

scandal in the wider community.  This 

Affirmation Form was updated in 2015.  

Early forms have the same statements but 

the fourth statement is not as explicit. We 

believe that it might be important for all 

SFCC to sign this Affirmation-Addendum 

form as a reminder of our commitment. 

 

We noted that several regions this year have 

instituted a new way of assuming the role of 

RCC.  At least two regions decided to share 

the responsibilities involved in this role with 

someone gathering documents, someone 

else calling for meetings, someone being the 

ATA contact and someone else maintaining 

contact with in-active members.  It seems 

like an interesting approach. 

 

This year ten individuals were affirmed: 

three in Uganda, Africa, five in the 

Philippines (one in the Manila Region, two 

in the Yesu Marie Region and one in the 

Calungsod Region), two in the Gulf South 
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Region, and one in the Sophia Region.  

There are sixteen individuals in the 

Becoming Process: eleven as Affiliates and 

five as Inquirers.  There were seven deaths 

this year and one withdrawal. Adding the 

new affirmations to the Directory, the 

Directory shows 366 members. 

 

We continue to have the Eucharist 

celebrated in the name of SFCC for our 

members who have died and use the 

Christmas season to be in contact with the 

members outside the U.S. and those who 

may be isolated in some way, sending cards 

and notes which we know are sincerely 

appreciated from the numerous return cards 

and notes.  We have written letters for 

employment purposes and to inform the 

bishops in the Philippines of the presence of 

our sisters in their dioceses. 

 

Twenty-two years ago writing for our 25th 

jubilee, Evelyn Mattern raised the question: 

“Do we challenge ourselves to use our 

resources and imagination so that in another 

25 years an equal or greater number of 

women our age or younger will be 

somewhere, perhaps in an inner city 

basement, perhaps in a Latin America 

barrio, perhaps in the Philippines, perhaps 

here celebrating our Golden Jubilee?”  

Today we add or perhaps in Africa?  

Twenty-two years ago Evelyn also raised the 

question: “What are some things that we can 

do as a community to be more collectively 

and individually conscious of addressing the 

anguish of our world?” We have been 

reminded and once again challenged by our 

newest members to see the “anguish of our 

times.” We have been called to think of 

ways to act corporately to give birth to and 

sustain SFCC in Africa.  Thanks to one of 

our newest members Alison McCrary, we 

have seen one way to act collectively.  In 

setting up a Go Fund Me account, we have 

been able to provide support as SFCC for 

Justine Naturinda and her ministry to 

refugees, surely one of the greatest 

anguishes of our times. Three years from 

now we will be celebrating our Golden 

Jubilee, we need to once again raise 

Evelyn’s question, ‘What can we do 

together?’ 

 
Submitted by Roberta Kardell, Rita Yeasted  

International Communication Coordinators 

 

 

ICC Financial Report 

 

Income 

Balance   $    689.37 

Donations      1,250.00 

Service Role Funds        700.00 

TOTAL   $ 2,639.37 

 

Expenses 

Postage            69.00 

Mass Stipends           70.00 

Donation Distribution     1,000.00 

TOTAL   $ 1,139.00 

 

Summary 

Income   $ 2,639.37 

ICC Expenses         139.00 

Donation Distribution     1,000.00 

Ending Balance  $ 1,500.37 

 

 

ATA REPORT 

Bank Balance July 1, 2017       $10428 

Revenues 

  Subscription Fees   

  ATA         $2501 

 ICC            700 

 Archives           700 

 Website           350 

 Donations         1489 

  Total Fees Received         5741 

       Currency Adjustments                  0 

   Net Deposits to bank                  $5741 
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EXPENDITURES 
    Disbursements 

 ATA             $3750 

                ( $1248 over budget) 

 ICCs                700 

 Archives             1218 

      ($518 over budget) 

 Website               503 

                  ($153 over budget) Bank 

Fees                36 

      TOTAL EXPENSES          $6207 

      Net Balance Forward              $9962 
 

Total ATA Subscriptions                    177 

   Shared Subscriptions               30 

   Email Subscriptions                           55 

   % Email Subscriptions                       32% 

COMMENTS 
Email Subscriptions increased this year to 

32% from 28% (2016). You are encouraged 

to request email subscriptions. 

 

SFCC DIRECTORY 
The Directory is published each even 

numbered year. The next Directory will be 

mailed during January, 2018 to all SFCCs 

with a paid ATA subscription 

 

PRODUCTION COST DEFICIT 
ATA hard copy production and mailing 

costs exceeded allocated revenues by $1248 

ARCHIVES expenses exceeded by      $518 

WEBSITE expenses exceeded by         $153 

TOTAL DEFICIT                                 $466 

    shortage covered by ATA reserve funds 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1) Service Fee for Volume 48  (2017-2018) 

be increased to cover all ATA production 

and Service Role allocations 

2) Shared ATA Subscriptions cost $10 per 

person sharing, which covers designated 

Service Role fees 

 

Submitted by Fran Campbell, Rose Miles, Pat 

Mitchell 

 

 

ARCHIVES REPORT 

INCOME 
Balance from 2016-17       225.56 

ATA Distribution               1218.09 

Total Received                 1443.65 

 

EXPENSES 
Above average expense this year 

 print and mail national specific SFCC 

Brochures for India and The Philippines 

Printing 

   Business Cards     140.40 

   Brochures         

      India               153.98 

      Philippines         55.62 

      General              73.53 

Total Printing Costs  423.53 
mailing costs to cover secure transfer of 

members files to Patti Douglass (one time 

cost) and international postage 

Mailing   

    India                        144.43 

    Philippines               257.85 

    Archive Transfer      390.90 

    General        119.26 

    Avila University         48.25 

 Total Mailing     960.69 
 

Supplies            59.43 

TOTAL EXPENSES  1,447.23 

Balance Forward            0.00 

 

Archive Projects 

    SFCC Member Memoirs 

This project is the initial step in tracing the 

SFCC gospel footprint where our members 

minister both past and present.  The Memoir 

Form is a simple 1 page questionnaire that is 

easily completed in a few minutes. The 

Form will be available from your Region 

Coordinator and will also appear in the next 

issue of the ATA.  The Memoirs will be 

compiled into a publication made available 
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by Assembly 2020, our Golden Jubilee year. 

  

The SFCC Archives is now a member of the 

ACWR (Archivists for Congregations of 

Women Religious). Membership opens 

many resources to our SFCC archivists in 

methods of maintaining our documents and 

compiling or stories. 

 

Don’t Forget: 
Send an updated Vital Information Form 

whenever your contact information changes 

– this means the contact information for 

yourself, as well as for your emergency 

contacts.  This Form is of no help to you in 

time of crisis if the local SFCCs are unable 

to reach your emergency contacts. 

 

Member File:  Many SFCCs use their 

member file as a safe place to store a copy 

of their Durable Power of Attorney and 

Advance Healthcare Directive.  Many also 

store a copy of their Final Wishes/Last Will 

and Testament. All documents are 100% 

confidential. 

 

Meet your Archive Team 

Patti Douglass was affirmed as co-archivist. 

Patti has been mentoring with Fran 

Campbell since 2015.  Patti is now 

processing new SFCC member files.  She 

will also be writing some of the SFCC 

obituaries for the ATA.  She has worked 

with our documents that are housed in the 

Avila University Special Collection.  Patti 

steps into the service role as co-archivist 

well prepared and full of energy and ideas. 

 

You can reach both of us at the new Archive 

email: sfccarchives@yahoo.com 
Submitted by Fran Campbell, Patti Douglass 

 

 

WEBSITE REPORT  

www.sfccinternational.org 

Website Host Fee         $ 110.00 

Domain Fee        68.55 

Internal Email                   48.96 

Premium Upgrade     275.33 

Total     $502.84 

Income Received          $502.84 

Balance                        $    0.00 

 

MEMBER PAGE 
Contact your RCC for the password. 

What is found on the Member Page? 

   Member Directory updated weekly 

   Region and RCCs Listing 

   Roles Listing 

   Assembly Team Listing 

   Becoming Process Listing 

   Necrology listing 

Coming Soon:  Member Picture Directory 
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Also Coming During 2018 

New Member Biography profile 

Recent Obituaries 

Region Announcements 

 

AVALABLE on the WEBSITE NOW 

 

Try out this new Conversation Page 
   Interact with other SFCCs worldwide 

   Post announcements 

   Post prayer requests 

   Post links to articles 

 

The website 

is now 

equipped to 

support links 

to Facebook, 

Live 

Streaming 

and You 

Tube videos.  Fran Campbell and Patti 

Douglass are mentoring with Kathleen 

Burns IHM to create the tools necessary to 

live stream the 2018 Assembly through the 

website.  You will simply log into the 

website and click on 

the designated 

button and enter a 

password.   

 

 

Entire website 

including the SFCC 

Directory can be 

accessed on your 

tablet or smart 

phone.  

 

SFCC has a WIKIPEDIA page 

google: Sisters For Christian Community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sharing Sessions group which I started 

some 7 years ago at the request of the 

participants in light of their interest to learn 

more about and live the vision of SFCC, has 

become the Benelux Region, as you know. 
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The wonderful Sharing Sessions encounters 

which took place at the Wilhelminastraat 48 

address in Egmond aan Zee will set forth in 

the Fall in the wonderful recreation hall 

directly across from my front door in the 

new residence for 55+ where I now rent. 

  

Also, Ineke de Vlieger-de Haas, together 

with Ria Scholtes,—recently retired from 

her job, yet very active and inspiring--- 

hosted a Sharing Session event this year in 

the southern province (bordering Belgium) 

of Zeeland.  It is inspiring that people take 

this kind of initiative!  Both of them have 

introduced themselves earlier to you in the 

ATA. 

 

Monique de Jong, one of the first in the 

Sharing Sessions and also introduced in the 

ATA a few years ago, continues to inspire 

many college students in Alkmaar and in 

Haarlem in her many classes in philosophy 

and weltanschaüng for students she trains to 

teach in grammar schools.  Her pilgrimage 

of 9 weeks along the Camino in France has 

given her so many new insights and sharing 

matter, that it could fill a book—maybe it 

will! 

 

Maria van Bochove is also one of the first in 

the Sharing Sessions and travelled with us 6 

years ago to visit with our SFCC since 

deceased sister in Belgium, Maria 

Vandenbroucke.  Maria inspires us 

tremendously in the manner in which she 

confronts the challenges of beginning 

dementia. 

She approached me a few years ago and 

asked me if she could sign into our care and 

home facility in Alkmaar, one of 26 

locations in ‘de Zorgcirkel’ where I am 

chaplain.  She felt that it was time as her 

memory was beginning to fail her.  She is 

courageous and perseveres as she even still 

rides her bike to Alkmaar and back to the 

facility on the edge of the city, even though 

she has fallen a few times and suffered 

injuries.  Her great declamatory talent brings 

her to full presence and enthusiasm when 

she recites famous old Flemish works of 

Suster Bertken and other late middel ages 

mystics and religious, an inspiration to all 

who hear her. 

 

Esther van den Broek participates since 

already two years in the Sharing sessions, 

and is also a resident of the Alkmaar 

‘Westerhout’ location in the Rehab 

clinic.  She travels to us with the ‘bell bus’ 

which brings her in her wheel chair to our 

meetings. 

 

Just a few years older than I, she is an artist, 

meditation teacher, author of a new yet to be 

published book about coping with sudden 

stroke with, among other things, a positive 

disposition based on sources of 

inspiration.  She is a living example of the 

three vows at work where she lives and 

‘works' among many discouraged patients. 

 

Recently I have had communication with 

young and some older sisters  in Poland as 

well as in Belgium and in The Netherlands, 

who desire to serve along the same lines as 

we, yet when we dig deeper, there is the 

longing for them to live in a group 

community, with prayers times, habits 

etc….although they have their own jobs and 

earn their own living as we.  It is inspiring to 

journey with them as they investigate our 

manner of serving, and to know we are there 

for each other in what SFCC since years 

calls ‘the ministry of hospitality’ those still 

searching. 

 

And further, there are new and increasing 

ecumenical pocket living room sharing 

groups here and there in The Netherlands 

and in Belgium, some of whom have invited 

me to come and share as an SFCC.  The 

groups meet twice a month during the 
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school year and range from young adults 24 

to elders 70+. 

 

I am deeply inspired by this movement in a 

time when churches are decreasing in 

attendance…as we all know, God’s Spirit 

moves where she will, and this weekend, 

marking the onset of the time 

of Pentecost, attests to 

this…especially in that our 

country still celebrates two 

national Christmas holidays, 

two Easter and two 

Pentecost days….the 

Sundays and also the 

Mondays are national 

holidays.                  Submitted by Teri Takken  

 

 

The Koinonia 

Region met 

Saturday May 

27-29 at the 

Sisters of 

Charity 

Spirituality Center in Cincinnati. We were 

happy to welcome Fran Smith, who luckily 

had made plane reservations for a visit to the 

States that included our meeting dates.  

 

Carmen Gillick opened our afternoon 

meeting with prayer, after which we shared 

what has been happening with us for the last 

six months. Some tidbits: 

-Carmen- designed a beautiful memorial 

bench that overlooks the lake for her mother. 

-Kathleen Terlau- accompanied her sister 

during her daughter’s slow and painful 

death.  

-Marie Seaman- is preparing others to take 

over her ministry at the end of June. 

-Rachel Richards- preparing for the end of 

school year and making plans for the 

summer. 

-Elizabeth O’Neill- rejoiced that one person 

bought five of her paintings. 

-Beth Grismer- shared about the book she 

edited and a family memorial for her 

brother. 

 

After listening to a talk by Greer Gordon 

“Compassionate Catalysts: Being Christ in 

the World” that Kathleen heard at Call to 

Action, we reflected on our own calls to 

action. 

 

After supper Marie led us in a meditative 

Eucharistic prayer service. 

 

Following Sunday Mass on May 28, Beth 

led the first of two sessions on “Women in 

the Gospel of John”. Mary is an independent 

adult and strong woman giving birth to the 

ministry of Jesus (water and wine) at Cana. 

Mary at the foot of the cross gives birth to 

the Church (water and blood from Jesus’ 

side). 

 

After lunch we reflected on the outcast 

woman at the well, who asked questions, 

grew in understanding, knew herself loved 

and accepted, and was sent out as a disciple. 

 

Elizabeth repeated her art presentation for 

those who missed it in Savannah. Those who 

had seen it earlier felt they had benefited by 

a second showing. 

 

After supper we took care of body and spirit: 

Marie led us in Compline, Kathleen in chair 

exercises, and Rachel in laughter as we 

played some silly games. 

 

All of our meals together and Monday 

morning gave us ample opportunity for 

discussing an agenda of SFCC items that 

Carmen found in recent All-To All issues: 

Fran Campbell’s reply about the meaning of 

traditional; the International in the 

Philippines; the African Region’s lack of 

access to Vatican II documents in their 

language.  
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Concerning the financial report, we endorse 

the need for clarifying our financial 

structures and look forward to the discussion 

at the Assembly. In response to the proposal 

about Associates, we believe the questions 

raised by the Sunbelt Region (Dec-Jan issue) 

need to be answered before the proposal can 

be considered. Rachel’s question of how we 

and other regions keep in contact with 

Sisters who don’t come to meetings needs 

further discussion. 

 

Happily, Fran Smith asked 

to join our region, joining 

Patsy Guyton as a long 

distance member of 

Koinonia. We set our next 

meeting for October 20-21.  

The meeting ended with 

Rachel leading us in a departure prayer.  
Submitted by Beth Grismer 

 

 

The Maranatha 

Region had its 

summer meeting 

on August 12, 

2017.  Elaine Beluschak, Betty Bradley, 

Darlene Kanera, Deb Murphy, Rosella 

Reinwand and Julie Krueger (friend) met at 

Perkins for breakfast and “catching up”. 

 

The meeting was held at Deb’s house.  After 

a beautiful prayer service the meeting 

moved into a report on and discussion of 

Assembly 2017.  Everyone was impressed 

with the speakers – our own SFCCs and the 

sharing of their lives and work outside the 

USA.  God bless them!  We affirmed how 

grateful we are to be women who have 

rights here in America and will continue to 

keep all of our sisters, wherever they are, in 

prayer.  Deb had books and other materials 

from the Assembly available for all of us to 

enjoy and share.  We are looking forward to 

the 2018 Assembly in Chicago. 

Time was spent discussing Associates – how 

to bring them into SFCC and how to work 

with them in the Becoming Process.    Elaine 

passed out mission statement profiles to 

those who needed one or more and we all 

received 

contact cards.  

We decided it 

would be a 

good idea to 

carry these 

with us. 

 

After sharing how we’ve spent our summer 

thus far, along with a delicious lunch we 

closed the meeting.  Our Fall get together 

will be in October. 
Submitted by Darlene Kanera and Deb Murphy 

 

 

Members of 

the Michigan 

Region 

continue to 

meet monthly 

as our 

schedules permit.  Usually Carmela Chetcuti 

and Mary Hughes travel on Sundays to 

Boyne Falls near the home of Carol Bearss.  

We pray together, share a meal and keep 

each other up to date about our activities in 

ministry, study and life in general.  We have 

been in contact with Helen Gazarek and 

Veronica Koperski of Detroit who, for 

health reasons, are unable to meet with us.   

 

In September Carmela will travel through 

South Dakota visiting relatives and then to 

North Dakota to visit her former Carmelite 

community.   
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Mary will travel to Iowa for 

a week at Wartburg 

Theological Seminary.  

Along the way she will visit 

with Nancy Gannon and 

Monica Sesko in Illinois and 

Marlene McDonnell in 

Iowa.   
Submitted by Mary Hughes 

 

 

On August 15, 

Nona Barairo and 

I drove to 

Sacramento to 

visit Dolores 

Palillo. I have not 

seen her in more than 20 years and Nona's 

last visit to her was 5 years ago. Dolores is 

turning 93 this year. She still lives with 

Margie, her friend; but a therapist and 

caregiver visits during the week. Dolores is 

unable to walk unless with a wheelchair. 

Dolores’ spirit and laughter are still crispy 

and her 

memory of 

the Northern 

California 

region during 

its active 

years is still 

remembered. 

 

We wanted to visit Pat Boyd but she was in 

the process of moving out of her apartment 

in Berkeley to her new place in Walnut 

Creek closer to her relatives.  

 

The Northern California region has been 

inactive for some years now without a RCC. 
Submitted by Virgie Azcueta 

 

 

Ruah UK Region met 

on August 10 and 11, 

2017.   

 

PRESENT were: 

Mary Paul Gilroy, Stephanie Hartas, Agnes 

Miller and Rosemary Adlington. 

April McAlpine a friend of the group also 

attended on the Thursday. 

Unable to attend due to ill-health:  Andrea 

Gavin and Terry Cessford. 

 

First we met on the Thursday at the house of 

Agnes and Rosemary who shared with us 

their experience of the Baltimore Assembly.  

The day began with prayer led by Agnes 

inspired by Sudden Springs.  The display 

was set up in remembrance of the settings 

during the Assembly, complete with a ship, 

shells and flags.  We kept the thought from 

Sudden Springs ‘…our own vocational 

charism is to the ministry of confrontation’ 

in our hearts and minds during the meeting. 

 

With technology on our side we were able to 

watch the power point presentations of our 

Sisters from Uganda and also those of 

Maggie Gonzales from India.   We were 

deeply touched by these sharings, and 

remembered our own stormy waters of past 

years.  We reflected and expressed our own 

thoughts and ideas on how we can identify 

with and support our sisters.  We felt that 

prayer and communication via email or 

other means were the immediate steps we 

could take just now. 

 

After a light lunch we continued our 

deliberations and reflections and ended the 

day with Maggie’s Meditation which 

brought a gentle quietness to the day. 

 

On Friday we met at the home of Stephanie 

and Mary Paul, and after a very welcome 

hot drink we continued to watch the 

presentations from the Philippines and South 
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Americas.  It was awe-inspiring to recognise 

the hard work and often dangerous situations 

that our Sisters face in their daily ministries.  

It was a privilege to be able to be part of 

this. 

 

After a delicious lunch we turned to the 

business side of the Meeting.  We fed back 

on the proposals and sharings made during 

the Assembly.  We hope to make 2020 a 

special year for us as we celebrate 50 years 

of SFCC and perhaps join our Sisters in 

Kansas for the Assembly. 

 

We resolved to visit Andrea in October and 

Terry C at a later date convenient to her.  

We also decided to reach out to Teri Takken 

in the Netherlands and hopefully try to visit 

her, not forgetting our Sisters in Portugal 

and Ireland.  At an earlier 

‘get together’ we had 

decided to meet every two 

months to share on a 

spiritual level and/or to 

discuss any matters we 

felt would be important 

for us to air. 

 

The meeting ended with prayer and 

commitment led by Stephanie. 

We are currently very concerned for our 

Sisters who have been effected by recent 

hurricanes and earthquakes and pray that 

you are all safe. 
Submitted by Rosemary Adlington 

 

 

Sophia Circle 

met May 19-20 

at the 

Dominican 

Sisters’ 

Motherhouse in 

Sparta, New York. We enjoyed the warm 

hospitality of the Sisters for the second time.  

Kathleen Cahill had been a member of this 

community of Dominicans and many of the 

sisters remembered and welcomed her. 

Present for our SFCC Region meeting were 

Kathleen Cahill, Linda Chorlton, Francesca 

Ezeokonkwo (Inquirer), Anne Fowler 

(Inquirer), Immaculata Tegete, Lea Ann 

Hunter, Consilia Karli, Eileen Lennon, 

Corrine Mullen, Fran O’Connor, Mary 

Sorenson and Denise Ware. 

Denise offered to take over the service role 

of RCC. We thanked Eileen Lennon who 

has given many years if dedicated service to 

this position in Sophia Circle.   

 

The highlight of our time together was the 

ceremony surrounding Immaculata Tegete 

affirmation into full SFCC membership.  

Originally from Tanzania, Immaculata 

thrilled us all by pronouncing her 

commitment formula in Swahili, her native 

language, as well as in English. She 

instantly relayed the ceremony to her loved 

ones in Tanzania via the internet. 

All present warmly 

affirmed Immaculata as 

a new member and 

signed her SFCC 

Affirmation Form, as 

well as her Permanent 

Profession of Vows 

certificate.  Immaculata 

lives and ministers in 

New York City in the 

medical profession.  Her goal is to become a 

Registered Nurse.   
Submitted by Fran O’Connor 

 

 

Southern California 

Region met July 24 

in the home of 

Carmen Figueroa 

and her sister, Luisa. 

Present were the two 
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hostesses and Christine Bellefontaine, 

Patrice Bennett, Margaret Castro, Maria 

Dowhaniuk, Ada Geraghty, Lucinda Girard, 

Coordinator, Jo Grady, Guadalupe Moore, 

and Peggy Ramsden.  
 

Lots of news was exchanged. Carmen is 

busy with her Chaplain duties at Sharp 

Hospital; she also takes Communion to 

many shut-ins especially in the nursing 

homes. Christine and Patrice continue work 

in the parish, as well as with their special 

project of Mercy Hill. Margaret’s time is 

more relaxed since St. Rita’s school is out 

for the summer but she continues to train 

and coordinate for infant Baptisms. 

Margaret recently had a knee replaced with 

robotic surgery and that was quite a topic of 

discussion.  
 

Maria Dowhaniuk is a great help to her 

neighbors. Ada asked prayers for her brother 

who is suffering from a brain tumor. He has 

had chemotherapy and is hoping for God’s 

help. Lucinda reported that Maria Sierra, 

who usually attends, had to stay home with 

her very sick pet dog, Sparky. He is 

recovering from surgery. Maria has a blood 

clot on the site of her own recent surgery. 

Please continue to keep her in prayer.  
 

Jo Grady attended the funeral 

of her 94 year old sister, and 

then continued on to Dallas 

for the wedding of a 

grandson and all the 

celebration around that. It 

was an emotional trip all 

around.  

 

Lupe Moore was a bit late but she had to 

come the furthest, she works and lives close 

to the Motherhouse of the Sisters of St 

Joseph across from the Getty Center in Las 

Angeles. She planned to stay in San Diego 

for the rest of the weekend to help care for 

her Mother. Peggy is getting ready to attend 

the Assembly in Baltimore and to take 

careful notes so she can report to the rest of 

us. 
 

Peggy led the prayers and there were 

petitions all around for loved ones and we 

especially remembered Joe DeBenedictis, a 

good friend of many who knew him from 

BFCC. The next meeting will be August 19.  
Submitted by Jo Grady 

 

 

Priscilla 

arrived on 

5th 

August by 

Ethiopian 

airlines from Washingstion Dulles airport.  

She was welcomed at Entebbe airport by 

Vastina Tusingwire and Fr.Boniface 

Turyahikayo. She was driven to Vastina’s 

place where she met her sister Evalyne and 

friends; Patricia, Assumpta and Judith. They 

had a delicious Lunch and in the evening 

Priscilla met with Vastina while Justine was 

connected by skype from Coady 

International Institute where she is pursuing 

a course in leadership development. 

 

The meeting was so exciting full of news, 

new experiences and the forthcoming 

challenges. Priscilla narrated to us good 

news from the Baltimore assembly. It was a 

great success for various reasons which 

among others included; the international 

nature of the interactions, exchanges and 

sharing of stories on ministries, refocusing 

the community on the future opportunities 

and challenges, and above all we were 

moved by the Jubilee and commitment 

prayer service. Priscilla brought a copy 

along. What mainly captured our attention 

was the passage for the renewal of the vows. 

In particular we were captivated by the 

phrase that our vows, our commitment, “is 

to birth a new understanding of the reign of 

God.” In short we are Sisters with a special 
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mission that is revolutionary, it is the 

mission of Jesus and this is the mission 

Africa needs at this point in time; an Africa 

that swims in the new impact of the reign of 

God, an Africa that will no longer generate 

poverty, refugees and suffocation of the 

rights of its peoples unfortunately 

sometimes encouraged and supported by 

close disciples of Jesus Christ! 

 

We feel privileged that at this moment of 

history God has enabled us to be among 

artisans for shaping a new church in Africa, 

a new world imbued with the Gospel values. 

We hold in great esteem those Sisters of 

Christian Community who came before us 

and exactly have worked to realize a better 

world. Our humble ministries in Uganda are 

trying to do a similar contribution to the 

needy in our midst. 

 

We thanked all the Sisters who like Jesus 

felt the sympathy for the poor people we 

serve and are willing to assist accordingly. 

Indeed the former president of USA who is 

also our close relative, Barack Obama, is a 

result of one person who helped his father 

board a plane and come to USA for a good 

education. 

 

We ended the meeting confirming that the 

biggest achievement in inviting the global 

sisters from the fields afar to USA was in 

giving a vivid belonging 

to the distant global 

Sisters and this is a 

prerequisite for a vibrant 

SFCC in our times. 

 

Thank you all who made 

Priscilla’ journey possible, 

enjoyable and successful 

and congratulations to all 

who have supported Justine Naturinda at 

Coady Institute in Nova Scotia where she 

will see snow for the first time in her life.    
Submitted by Vastina Tusingwire 

 

 

 

 

 

Virgie Azcueta 

(Manila) is visiting 

her former mission 

station in Tanzania, Africa during the month 

of October.  Virgie served as a Maryknoll 

associate in Tanzania and remains in contact 

with people there. Virgie will meet with 

Columba Thadey, in Inquirer who made her 

initial contact with SFCC through the SFCC 

website.  Virgie will also travel to Uganda 

where she will visit with and tour the 

missions of our Ugandan SFCCs. 

 

 

Clarice Carroll (Gulf 

South)  

Clarice’s recent complete 

retirement involved 

relocation from the gulf 

south states to Fargo, North 

Dakota.  She reports: It is a 

different world here but I have adjusted very 

well. My three sisters are good to me. I see 

them daily and we share meals. We are all 

good cooks!  

 

 

Margaret Gonsalves 

(India) 

Maggie’s article, 

Integrated, Peaceful 

World, was published in 

the Global Sisters Report, 

July, 2017 and The Path to Holy 

Disobedience, September 2017.  Both 

articles are available on the homepage of the 

SFCC website:  www.sfccinternational.org 
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Karol Jackowski 

(Sophia Region) is 

currently an on-line 

graduate course in 

writing for Bay Path 

University in 

Massachusetts and is 

also a reader on the 

review board for Master Degree 

theses.  Karol was especially disappointed 

she could not be at the Baltimore Assembly 

because this was her Golden Jubilee summer 

and she was looking forward to celebrating 

with other SFCC. 

 

Alice Johnson 
(Anawim) “It would 

please me very much if 

you let the Sisters know 

of the Mass in 

thanksgiving for them. 

It’s such a privilege to 

be part of international 

ministry through our Sisters on missions. 

How truly grateful for my call to this, our 

Community." Alice had a Mass celebrated 

for all SFCC ministries on August 29, 2017. 

 

Alison McCrary (Gulf 

South) served as a legal 

observer at the protest 

march in Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana in early July, 

which resulted in the 

police-involved fatal 

shooting of Alton Sterling, 

a young African American.  A civil lawsuit 

has been filed in federal court against the 

police department. Alison serves as a legal 

observer for the legal suit. For the past 3 

years Alison has been Director for the New 

Orleans Community-Police Mediation 

Program with the Office of the Independent 

Police Monitor. In early September 

transitioned from local to national efforts 

when she accepted the position of Executive 

Director of the National Police 

Accountability Project (NPAP), a project of 

the national Lawyers Guild and an 

organization of more than 600 civil rights 

attorneys, legal workers and law students.  

Alison will be able to connect various 

networks, work more with coordinated legal 

action, public education and support for 

grassroots and victims’ organizations. 

 

 

Agnes Miller (Ruah/UK) 

celebrates her Platinum 

Jubilee this year: 70 years 

of dedicated vowed life! 

 

 

 

 

Justine Naturinda 
(Uganda) is currently at 

the Coady International 

Institute, located on the 

campus of St. Francis 

Xavier University in 

Antigonish, Nova Scotia, Canada.  The 

Institute is world-renowned as a center of 

excellence in community leadership 

education that focuses on global economic 

and social justice.  Coady's 7,000 graduates 

and partners are working with millions of 

people in 130 countries to build a fair, 

prosperous, and secure world. 

 

Patti Rogucki, (WEB) 

made international news 

when she participated in 

a recent protest at the 

White House to support 

the continuation of 

DACA (Deferred Action 

for Childhood Arrivals).  

She was there because 

she wanted congressional members to know 

that Central American immigrants aren’t 

leaving everything behind to break the law 
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willingly. It’s because of gruesome violence 

that she’s seen firsthand over the past 28 

years. As Patti explained to the reporter: 

“I’ve seen the carnage in El Salvador and 

Guatemala. I’ve seen the impunity and 

corruption in Honduras. I’ve seen how the 

U.S. policies have failed people and they’ve 

massacred people. I feel strongly that I 

would rather be deported than have my 

suffering brothers and sisters who came here 

from these three Triangle countries to avoid 

the gang violence that the United States has 

exported in the last century.”  Full article is 

available on the homepage of the SFCC 

website. 

 

Congratulations to 

Sharon Rambin (Gulf 

South) for being selected 

as a finalist for the 

Virginia Shehee Most 

Influential Woman Award 

in Shreveport, Louisiana.  

The nominees are noted 

for their dedication to 

charitable works that make Shreveport a 

better community.  Sharon dedicates her 

time to fund raising for the children’s 

hospital and improving health care for 

children.  She formerly served as director of 

volunteers at Christus Schumpert Medical 

Center and organized "Run with the Nuns" 

to raise money for children's services. 

 

 

 

 

                             Mary Ellen Pitts has 

volunteered to forward significant e-mails 

from the SFCC e-mail group for those who 

are not able to access it.  You may contact 

her at Zazu1919@hotmail.com.   

 

Contact Fran Campbell if you want to get on 

the SFCC e-mail group:  

sfccweb@yahoo.com . 

Jess Ayeng 
(Calungsod) and 

her family as they 

grieve the loss of 

her brother, 

Emiliano, who 

died August 2. 
 

Mary Bowman (WEB) who is unfailingly 

cheerful despite debilitating macular 

degeneration and spinal stenosis.  No longer 

able to drive, she continues her ministry to 

parish shut-ins via phone “visits.” Mary also 

is recovering from a recent minor stroke. 
 

Ginny Braniff (South Central) for helpful 

MRI results.  Ginny has been in chronic 

neck and back pain since 2009. 
 

June Coffee (MARYNICT) who recently 

relocated to a nursing facility. She would 

love to hear from any SFCC through her 

daughter, Cindy Perkins at (603) 486-6500.  

Her new address is listed in the 

CONTACTS section of this issue. 
 

Lucy Comer (Sunbelt Region) for herself 

and family as they continue to grieve the 

unexpected loss of Lucy’s sister, Eileen to 

cancer on June 4. 
 

Maria Dowhaniuk (Southern California), 

for her brother Marvin who died June 27, 

2017 in Colorado after an extended illness, 

and for his surviving family.  
 

Ada Geraghty (Southern California) who 

brother, Patrick, died in Dublin, Ireland on 

September 18. 
 

Jo Grady (Southern California) who is 

recovering from a serious condition of blood 

clots in the lungs. 
 

Priscilla Kyarisiima (Uganda) whose 

mother, Leokadia Kemitana, died late 

August. 
 

mailto:sfccweb@yahoo.com
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Dorothy Lauberth (Midwest) whose cancer 

has resurfaced. 
 

Denise Lonergan (Florida) for good results 

from the testing at the Mayo Clinic in 

Florida including a pulmonary monitor in 

order to find out WHY she is always so 

tired.  
 

Rose Ann Michel (East Central) who 

remains unendingly cheerful as a resident in 

the nursing facility. 
 

Mary Reitz (Pacific Northwest) for health 

problems that include 6 compressions of the 

vertebrae and also for her brother, Jim, for a 

successful heart operation. 
 

Rachel Richards (Koinonia) and family as 

they grieve the violent death of Rachel’s 

nephew, Rico Gunnels, who was shot and 

killed at a local carwash. Rico, married with 

family, was unarmed. 
 

Ligouri Rossner (East Central) who is still 

at the infirmary of the Sisters of Divine 

Providence. 
 

Fran Smith (Mexico), for her brother Tom 

recovering from a serious fall and for her 

brother Bill, caregiver for his wife.   
 

Mary Jane Strauch (South Central) whose 

brother, Wade died quite suddenly July 21.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adlington, Rosemary 

rosemarysfcc@outlook.com 

Bearss, Carol  
315 Division St. Apt. 22 

Boyne City, MI 49712 

C: 231-549-7379 
 

Carroll, Clarice 

zip code change: 58104-7476 

Chetcuti, Carmela 
    cckingandassociates@gmail.com 

 

Coffee, June 
154 Prospect Ave # 301 

Plattsburgh, NY 12901 

(603) 486-6500 (daughter, Cindy Perkins) 

 

Crisler, Shirley 

5815 Winwood Dr #321 

Johnston, IA 50131 

515-331-8850 

No email 

 

Dale, Diana   
2402 Potomac Drive 

 

Garazek, Helen 
4312 Brady St 

Redford, MI 48239 

313-255-0319 

 

Hicks, Sylvia 

drxheal@hotmail.com 

 

Miller, Agnes 
1agnessfcc@gamil.com 

 

Pitts, Mary Ellen 
41 Nimbus Lane 

Sequim, WA 98382 

 

Reitz, Mary 

 6414 N Park Way #218 

Tacoma, WA 98407 

 

Roache, Margaret  
49 Adams Way 

Sayville, NY 11782 

C: 631-873-9888 

 

Rubio, Gloria  
srgloriarubio@verizon.net 

 

mailto:drxheal@hotmail.com
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AFFIRMED  

into full membership 
 

Immaculata Tegete 

Sophia Circle 

Originally from 

Tanzania, Immaculata 

pronounced her 

commitment formula May 20 in Swahili, her 

native language, as well as in English. She 

instantly sent the ceremony to her loved 

ones in Tanzania via the internet. Karol 

Jackowski served as mentor through the 

Becoming Process.  Immaculata, a former 

member of the Maryknoll Sisters, lives and 

ministers in New York City in the medical 

profession.  Her goal is to become a 

Registered Nurse. 

 

AFFILIATE  
 

Sheetal John Parmar 

lives in Mumbai, India. 

She learned about 

SFCC through a 

religious sister from 

the Carmelite Sisters 

of Charity, Vedruna 

(Margaret Gonsalves former congregation). 

In her own words, “When I was feeling 

uncomfortable with my congregation, Poor 

Sisters of Our Lady (PSOL),  I left the 

congregation in search of a place or a 

congregation where I could get my freedom 

to do my God given mission.” Sheetal was 

advised by her Carmelite friend to contact 

Margaret Gonsalves, SFCC who was in 

Vasai, preparing to leave for the SFCC 

Assembly. Margaret invited Sheetal to her 

place, offered her lunch and listened to her 

story. In response, Margaret shared about 

SFCC and gave Sheetal a brochure.  

 

After Margaret returned from assembly, 

Sheetal spent a few days with her, including 

a SKYPE chat with Alma O’Brien in the 

WEB Region. Before leaving Margaret, 

Sheetal signed her Affiliation Covenant to 

begin the Becoming Process with Margaret 

and Alma as mentors. Sheetal is 37 years 

old, has two brothers, one sister; both 

parents are living. She has a Bachelor of 

Education from Mumbai University and is 

currently doing her MSW through Indira 

Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU).  

 

The WEB Region and SFCC community 

welcome Sheetal into the Becoming Process. 

Sheetal’s e-mail address is: 

sweetuparmar1982@gmail.com. 
Submitted by Margaret Gonsalves and 

Alma O’Brien 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DELORES PINT 
 

            1933-2017 

SFCC: 1971-2017 

 

Delores A. Pint, 84, of 

Burlington, died at 7:36 

AM Tuesday, June 6, 

2017, at the Genesis 

Medical Center West, Davenport, IA. 

Born February 10, 1933, in Osage, IA, she 

was the daughter of Fredrick and Margaret 

Therese Bodensteiner Pint. 

mailto:sweetuparmar1982@gmail.com
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She was a 1951 graduate of Osage High 

School.  She received her BA from Clarke 

College in Dubuque and her MA from the 

University of Northern Iowa.  

She was a 1951 graduate of Osage High 

School.  She received her BA from Clarke 

College in Dubuque and her MA from the 

University of Northern Iowa.  

Sister professed final vows on June 9, 1954, 

as a sister of the Presentation religious 

community in Dubuque and she is a member 

of the Sisters for Christian Community since 

1971.  Sister Delores was a teacher for 18 

years in the Catholic schools in 

Dubuque.  She was then a counselor for the 

Burlington public schools for 28 years. 

She was a member of SS. Mary & Patrick 

Catholic Church, West Burlington.  She 

enjoyed reading, solving puzzles, and Iowa 

Hawkeye football.  She volunteered at St. 

Vincent de Paul food pantry. 

Survivors include two 

brothers, Norbert Pint of 

Forrest City, IA and 

James (Betty) Pint of 

Akron, OH; one sister, 

Rosemary (William) 

Paschke of Milwaukee, 

WI; many nieces and 

nephews including 

Elizabeth (Stephen 

Ramirez) Knaack of Davenport, IA, and 

Jennifer (Scott) Carrick of Glendale, AZ; 

many great nieces and nephews including 

Alex Knaack and Annabelle Knaack. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, 

and three sisters, Dorothy, in infancy, Betty, 

and Patricia. 

 

 

Barbara Marshall 
  1939-2017 

  SFCC: 1985-2017 

 

Barbara Marshall passed 

away at Mercy Hospice 

House on August 28, 

2017, after a courageous 

battle against cancer. 

 

Barbara was born June 23, 1939, in 

Maquoketa, Iowa, to Laurence and Rita 

Marshall. She was one of 4 children in the 

family. Barbara graduated from Calamus 

High School and obtained her teaching 

certificate from Mount St. Clare College in 

Clinton, Iowa. While at Mount St. Clare, she 

joined the Sisters of St. Francis. She 

obtained her BA in education from 

Marycrest College in Davenport, Iowa. 

During her teaching years, she taught at 

various schools in Iowa, Illinois, Missouri, 

and California.  

 

She later obtained her Master’s in social 

work from St. Louis University in St. Louis, 

Missouri. Upon graduation, she worked in a 

pilot program introducing mental health 

professionals in the Peoria school systems. 

She later moved to Des Moines and worked 

at Catholic Charities. She then helped 

develop the Child and Family Counseling 

Program in the Des Moines school systems, 

as well developing the first guidance 

program in the Des Moines area. She also 

taught classes in parental training and did 

counseling in the schools. 
 

Barbara then transitioned to parish ministry 

as a pastoral associate in parishes in Waukee 

and Adel Iowa. She then worked in a 

residential treatment facility for children. 

Barbara returned to education in Kansas 

City, Missouri, where she was involved in a 

serious car accident. The accident left her 

with a reconstructed back and a new 
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appreciation for life.  

 

In 1990, Barbara returned to the Des Moines 

area in the pastoral care ministry at Christ 

the King Church where she served for nine 

years. The next four years were spent 

serving family needs in a funeral home. She 

then returned to the pastoral care ministry 

for another nine years. She retired from this 

work to care for an elderly mother and her 

long-time companion, Shirley Crisler. 

Moving to Mercy Park Senior Residence in 

Des Moines gave her the opportunity to 

continue to minister to the elderly through 

bible study and communion ministry. 

  

In the 1985 Barbara transitioned from the 

Sisters of St Francis to SFCC. She was 

affirmed into SFCC at the end of December 

1985 along with Shirley Crisler.  Both 

Barbara and Shirley gave generously of their 

time and talent to SFCC. In 1995 Shirley 

and Barbara were affirmed as the ATA 

Team. At the same Assembly, the archives 

transitioned from Lillanna Kopp to Fran 

Campbell as Mary Sferre and Mary Steves 

began their first year as ICCs.   
 
 During the next 3 years, Barbara and 

Shirley worked closely with the Two Marys 

and Fran Campbell trying to make each 

service role a more useful community-

building tool for all sfcc members. Mary 

Sferre and Mary Steves remember those 

years as “a very challenging and beautifully 

supportive time amongst us. That bond 

remained very important to each of us as the 

years went on.”  Barbara and Shirley 

successfully raised the ATA to its first 

professional level and each ATA team after 

them has striven to both maintain and 

improve on the standard they set for our 

newsletter. Barbara and Shirley served twice 

at the ATA Team, both during pivotal times 

for the community.  Each SFCC is indebted 

to Barbara for the time, energy and gifts she 

gave to our community, most especially her 

legacy connected to the ATA. 
 

Barbara speaks to us a final time from her SFCC 

member file: 

Lord and friend, I marvel that You, in your 

divine wisdom, have chosen me to be an 

instrument of your creative salvation.  May 

the work of my hands, even my stumbling, 

help to build that much desired kingdom, the 

new earth.  Bless me now as I renew my 

promise to be your friend and servant. I 

rededicate myself in Christ-like living and 

serving in celibate love and in listening to 

your guidance through those in need as a 

Sister For Christian Community. (Barbara 

Marshall SFCC Affirmation, December 30, 

1985) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assembly 2018 Team Members and contact 

information are listed on the Member Page 

of the SFCC Website:  

www.sfccinternational.org 

 

 

 



22 

 

ASSEMBLY 2017 PHOTOS 

 

Speakers:   

 

Cultural Demonstration:   

 

 

 

Black Caucus 

 

ATA Teams Past and Present 

ATA Team 2011-2017 

 

ATA Team 2017-2020 
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Send Information for next issue to atasfcc@yahoo.com on or before November 30, 2017. 
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