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ASSEMBLY 2019 SUMMARY 

Those present at the Assembly 2019 in 

Manila experienced the true international 

nature of SFCC.  The assembly was a 

beautiful mix of race, culture and 

spiritualties. Underscoring all of it was a 

sense of belonging to each other through the 

vision and mission of SFCC. 

 

SFCCs from the three SFCC regions in the 

Philippines made presentations about their 

ministries, as did Margaret Gonsalves from  

 

India. Each first introduced herself, shared 

about her family of origin, her studies, and 

former religious affiliation, present work and 

ministry and present residence. Secondly, 

each one gave examples of challenges she 

encounters in witnessing as SFCC at work, 

ministry, the diocese and neighborhood. 

Thirdly, each gave examples of how the 

Philippine culture or Indian culture supports 

the lifestyle of SFCC, as well as what is not 

helpful. Fourthly, examples were given of 

how SFCC charism, mission and vision serve 

both the Philippine church, as well as that of 

India. Finally, each one identified her place 

in the global community SFCC as an 

individual sister and as a citizen of her 

country. 

http://www.sfccinternational.org/
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Virgie Azcueta gave a power point on the 

SFCC History in the Philippines During the 

presentation, as a Philippine SFCC’s name 

was mentioned in the historical timeline, who 

was present in the conference room, she came 

forward and shared personally her Becoming 

Process and Affirmation. 

Maggie Gonsalves presented 

“Holy Shadow,” how we are all 

called to be the shadow that 

others may follow.   Assembly 

evaluations made it clear that 

those present were inspired by each sisters’ 

ministry and vocation story that were both 

heart-warming and informational. The 

presentations struck everyone to the heart on 

how well they are able to deliver the message 

of God’s love to the poor in need, in spite of 

the difficulties the continually encounter. The 

presentations touched both hearts and 

consciences. 

Two guest speakers gave dynamic interactive 

presentations on Climate Change and 

Disaster Relief Preparedness.  Attorney 

Violeta Seva is a lawyer and sustainable 

urban management practioner and is Senior 

Advisor to Makati City, Philippines on 

sustainable development including climate 

change, disaster risk reduction and 

management, and gender and development.   

Seva is officially designated as an Advocate 

and Member of the Advisory Working Group 

of the United Nations International Strategy  

for Disaster 

Reduction (UNISDR) 

Making Cities 

Resilient Campaign. 

During the Cultural 

Evening, everyone 

arrived in traditional 

cultural outfits 

especially the 

Filipinos, Africans 

and Indians. The cultural show started with 

the traditional presentation of the  

Santo Nino celebration in the 

Philippines followed by different 

Filipino dances. The Tanzanian 

and Kenyans danced with the 

drum and African music. Indians 

sung their national anthem and newly 

affirmed Shital Parmar (India) shared her 

vocation story. Americans danced the 

“chicken dance.” It was a colorful and 

energetic evening filled with laughter.  

The free day tour of Manila 

included stops at the Malate 

Church, one of the oldest 

Catholic churches in the 

Philippines. Second was the 

Manila Cathedral. Third was 

San Agustin Church but it was closed on 

Mondays. Included also was a stop at the 

Manila Hotel, the oldest in the Philippines 

when we heard that Clarice Carroll (Gulf 

South) served as private nurse to General 

McArthur (World War II) during the last 

months of his life. The tour ended at the Mall 

of Asia for lunch and shopping. 

Prayer and liturgy were interwoven 

throughout each day.  Evaluation forms 

included comments such as “This was the 

“most powerful, spirit filled, inspiring, joy 

filled assembly.”   

Kass Collins (WEB)  

was homilist  

at the opening 

Eucharistic Liturgy 

and Fran Campbell 

(DAM) was 

homilist at the Commitment Liturgy.   

Nona Barairo (Manila) provided 

energetic music leadership all 

week and gifted the community 

with the theme song, Sudden 

Spring.  

Evaluations confirmed that the 

hospitality of the Philippine SFCC is 

unmatched by any other assembly. Time and 

activity provide for informal sharing, 

bonding and forming a true sense of 
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community that bridges oceans and 

continents. As SFCCs made their way to the 

airport and home in the USA or Africa or 

Ireland or India, each understood that this 

assembly change all 

those present in a 

profound way.  submitted 

by Virgie Azcueta 

 

COLLEGIAL 

PROCESS REPORT 

 

The Business Meeting was facilitated by 

Roberta Kardell with Fran Campbell acting 

as timekeeper and Alma O’Brien as recorder. 

Roberta reviewed the consensus process 

which is sacred to SFCC. All the Issues 

considered had appeared in Vol 49, Issue 2 of 

the ATA. Through Zoom technology 

provided by Alison, sisters around the globe 

were able to participate in the process. The 

first Issue presented was the Process for 

Calling Forth the ICCs. This issue was raised 

by the Koinonea 

Region and clarified 

by the DAM/WEB 

Regions as a potential 

Proposal for an 

upcoming Assembly.  
 

ISSUE 1: In order to open up 

the opportunity to the full 

membership to serve as 

ICCs, we propose that the 

individual or team put their 

names forward, together with 

a brief statement of the time 

and gifts they bring to the service role, to be 

published in the ATA no later than the 

February-March issue of the ATA prior to the 

affirming Assembly. Submission of names 

after that issue will not be considered, even 

from the Assembly floor.   
 

Summary: The plurality of the groups 

favored the proposal, stating that, as SFCC 

grows globally, it provides time for prayer 

and reflection for the entire community and 

for the team to prepare. One dissenting group 

raised questions and suggested a compromise 

to allow names from the Assembly floor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ISSUE 2:  (submitted by the Europe 

Region) 

 

As SFCC membership 

steadily shifts towards a 

true international mix 

of culture and language, 

we should begin serious 

discussion about the 

issue of an “official” 

community language. 

Since 1970, the language used by SFCC has 

been English primarily because the 

community started in the USA and the 

overwhelming majority of members have 

been USA citizens. Now, the membership 

profile is unmistakably shifting outside the 

USA. Do we want to revisit the issue of a 

specific language to be used in all official 

SFCC communications  

(ATA, ICC communications, Becoming 

Process documents, SFCC website, SFCC 

brochure, etc.)?  

 

Do we want to accommodate the mother-

tongue of our members for whom it is not 

English? If we do, then will we accommodate 

all languages represented by our affirmed 

members? How exactly will those languages 

be accommodated?  

 

Summary: All agreed that English should 

remain as the official language with 

translation available on an as-needed basis. 

Technology of the computer could be used 

for now. A Service Role of Translator may be 
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initiated in some regions where English is not 

primary or at some Assemblies. 
 

ISSUE 3: (submitted by the Europe 

Region)  

To create an international 

digital newspaper, not for  

members only, but for a 

farther reach. A regular 

communication among the 

sisters (brothers), of 

course, yet, in this case more so among the 

affiliates and (pre) inquirers and all those 

increasing numbers of people curious about 

who we are, what are we doing. 
 

Summary: The first question was whether 

this would be a proposal or recommendation. 

Since it does not change our process or 

structure it would be a recommendation. 

There was mixed response: the “blog” is a 

good tool but requires a competent team and 

control of content. SFCC already has a digital 

newspaper and website. There was some 

favorability in the group but concern about 

safety and oversight. 

Note: The Europe Region are already 

experimenting with a blog:  

www.thisisexciting.org 
 

It is hoped that the Region will continue 

the discussion of these Issues and report 

back through the ATA. 
 

Service Role Reports (ICC, ATA, Archive, 

Website) appear elsewhere in this ATA issue. 

The current ATA Team (Loretta Primus,  

Deb Murphy, Alma O’Brien) was affirmed 

for a second term. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Evaluator (Rita Yeasted):  

The group was faithful 

to the collegial process,  

orderly and on time.  

It was a very good  

experience.  

 

Submitted by  

Roberta Kardell/Alma O’Brien 

 

ATA INTERIM REPORT 

January 27, 2019 
 

Revenue 

Forwarded from 2018  $11244.02 

ATA Subscriptions      1720.00 

Service Roles: 

 ICC         490.00 

 Archives        686.00 

 Website        294.00 

Donations         390.00 

Net Deposits   $14824.02 

 

Expenditures 

ATA    $  1874.43 

Service Roles 

 ICC         490.00 

 Archives        686.00 

 Website        294.00 

Current Expenses  $  3344.43 

 

Net Balance Forward $11479.59 

 

Total Current ATA Subscriptions       98 

 Domestic Hard   54 

 International Hard     5 

 E-Mail (52%)     31 

 Shared       8 

 

Subscription forms continue to come in (the 

above is about half) so a final report with 

further distribution to the Service Roles will 

be completed in August 2019.  

Submitted by the ATA Team, Alma O’Brien 

/Deb Murphy 

Loretta Primus, Deb Murphy 

Alma O’Brien 
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ARCHIVE REPORT July 2018-Jan 2019 

Balance forward from July 2018      277.25 

ATA distribution Jan 15 2019          686.00 

                                        TOTAL     963.25 

  

SFCC Data base completed and includes: 

    All affirmed members 1970 – present    

    Name / date affirmed / region / date of 

death or withdrawal of membership. 

    Name / BP Inquirers / Affiliates and their 

Region 

 

submitted by your archivists 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEBSITE REPORT 

submitted by your web monitors:  

Fran Campbell and Rose Miles 

 

 
 

Our website is available to you on your 

computer, your smartphone and your tablet! 

 

SUDDEN SPRING is available and may be 

printed out by the page or chapter 

 

 

 

Assembly location and logos 1971-2019 
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Member Page includes photo directory of all 

affirmed members and all persons in the 

Becoming Process. Also available on this 

page: View Book, Covenant of Affiliation 

Form, Vital Infor Form, International Service 

Role listing, Necrology and more! 

If you have not already explored our  

community website, do so now! 

            www.sfccinternational.org 

 

During the first half of the third year of our 

second term as the International 

Communication Coordinators we are acutely 

aware of the aging of our SFCC community. 

Reading the ATA, we can see the numbers of 

our members who because of age or health 

can not make regional meetings let alone the 

International Assembly. Many of our 

members are in assisted living or nursing 

home facilities. Looking at regional reports, 

we can see that oftentimes our regional 

meetings are relational, visiting and spending 

times with those who can no longer attend the 

regional. We need to contemplate what this 

reality means for us. It is interesting to note 

that the late cultural historian, Theodore 

Roszak noted that by 2020 we will have more 

people on the planet over the age of sixty than 

under sixteen for the first time ever.  

 

Archivist Fran Campbell provided us with 

analysis of our membership noting the 

following: Between 2017-2018 we had 21 

deaths in the United States. If we go back to 

2015 that number increases to 48. In our 

Becoming Process we currently have 21 

Inquirers all but 1 from outside the United 

States and 16 Affiliates with 15 from outside 

the United States. There are another 8 to 12 

women in an official stage of inquiry who 

have not yet been introduced in the ATA. 

Ninety-six percent of those who have 

inquired about SFCC using the website were 

from outside the United States of which 45% 

went on to become affirmed members. There 

are 39 SFCC in the Philippines with 38 in full 

ministry. Fran projects that in 10 years, if we 

continue at the same rate, the majority of 

membership will be outside the United 

States. These statistics leave us with much to 

think about and question the implications for 

SFCC.  

 

We believe that one very important 

implication of these statistics is the need to 

continue to examine who we are and what we 

are to be as Sisters For Christian Community 

in this time of history. We need to reference 

those individuals that Diarmuid O’Murchu 

refers to as the “wise elders,” that “section of 

the older population seeking to explore a 

more expansive understanding of faith and 

religion, incorporating multidisciplinary 

insights from a range of different disciplines 

and from a broad base of human experience.” 

 

Last year in our report, we called attention to 

the importance of social networks. We noted 

the section on the member page entitled 

“SFCC Conversations.” We were not sure 

that there is an awareness of this section. We 

still question if there is knowledge of this 

section. We note that it has been used by Teri 

Takken from the Netherlands and has been 

responded to by Consilia Karli. It is a 

beginning. We would encourage utilization 

of this tool. We cannot help but share the 

excitement of Teri Takken from the 

Netherlands who once again used the site to 

communicate. She notes that the past year 

was filled with many inquiries from Poland, 

http://www.sfccinternational.org/
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Belgium, Netherlands, and Spain. In 

February Teri will be going to Spain at the 

request of affiliates Carmen and Magda to 

speak with those interested in the SFCC 

vision, vows, and implementation.  

 

We are currently dealing with an issue of 

disassociation which is somewhat troubling. 

It is important to remind members of the 

responsibility to “participate in community 

activities, financially support service roles, 

and spiritually support other SFCC.”  

 

You can find all the following information on 

our website but the ICC job description 

requires us to report the following statistics. 

There are a total of 34 individuals in the 

Becoming Process. There are 20 Inquirers (9 

from East Africa, 2 from West Africa, 1 from 

South Africa, 3 from the Philippines, 4 from 

Mexico, 1 from the United States). There are 

14 Affiliates (5 from the Philippines, 1 from 

Mexico, 1 from the USA, 3 from the 

Netherlands, 2 from Spain, 1 from East 

Africa, 1 from the United Kingdom). There 

were six deaths since our last assembly. The 

Directory shows 348 members.  

 

We are thankful for being able to be of 

service for the past six years. We are 

currently mentoring the new ICC team of 

Virgie Azueta,  Carmen Gillick and Denise 

Ware.  

 

At this point we have created an orientation 

document for the team to review, we have 

opened the yahoo e-mail site for their 

viewing, and have plans to meet with the 

team in late spring /early summer. We vision 

the new team being of service beginning in 

July 2019.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Roberta Kardell Rita Yeasted ICC  

 

         Financial Report  

(August 2018-January 2019)  

Income    

Beginning Balance $ 2307.97 

Donation                         300.00  

Service Role Funds         490.00  

Total Income                  3097.97  

Expenses  

Postage                             106.25  

Mass Stipends                                        50.00  

Total Expenses                                        156.25  

Ending Balance                                     $2941.72  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DESERT AND 

MOUNTAIN 

REGION 

Due to the Manila 

Assembly in January, 

the DAM region 

 postponed its  

regularly scheduled 

January meeting until  

February 15, 16, and 17. By 6 p.m. on Friday, 

the 15th, everyone had gathered at Pat 

Mullen’s home for our traditional Pizza and 

Updating Our Life Stories Night. Although 

Fran had told us before this meeting, we were 

sorry to learn more of the death of her 

stepmother while Fran was in Manila, as well 

as of the death of her brother Alan shortly 

after Fran returned to the States.  

 

On Saturday morning Jeannette Love led us 

in thoughtful prayer and Pat Mitchell 

followed by facilitating our spiritual 

reflection session discussion of assigned 
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chapters from the book: Who Do we Choose 

to Be: Facing Reality, Claiming Leadership, 

Restoring Sanity by Margaret J. Wheatley. 

Wheatley’s description of “The Rise and Fall 

of Civilizations” and her definition of “sane 

leadership,” lent themselves to sobering 

discussion. 

 

Visiting Lorraine Castelein in her new home 

in Sun City and taking her to lunch at her 

favorite restaurant was a joy. Eager to hear of 

happenings in our lives since we last met in 

November, Lorraine orchestrated another 

“share our stories” session! She did not miss 

a beat. 

 

Back at Pat’s home we undertook discussion 

of our Social Justice topic led by Fran: 

Transhumanism and The Future of 

Humanity, an article by Sarwant Singh, 

published by Forbes in 2017. Reading several 

such future-directed articles this past year 

reminds us to consider deeply the justice 

issues facing all of humanity as forces that 

have begun to transform the “fundamental 

pillars of humanity: our bodies, our thoughts, 

and our behaviors,” toward “transhumanism” 

are becoming reality. The latter is the belief 

or theory that “the human race can evolve 

beyond its current physical and mental 

limitations, especially by means of science 

and technology.” 

 

The overview of the SFCC Philippine 

Assembly was presented by Fran, Pat 

Mitchell, and Rose, each of whom was 

touched and enriched by the assembly 

experience itself as well as by the City of 

Manila experience. The trio likewise 

reviewed Community Business as addressed 

during the Assembly. In addition, each of us 

not attending the Assembly, was presented 

with a lovely, colorful straw handbag from 

Manila!  We love gifts! 

 

Dinner and socializing 

rounded out the day. On 

Sunday morning Suzanne 

led us in prayer wrapped 

around the theme of love 

(Valentine Day) and ending 

with the gift of a Cadbury 

Royal Dark Chocolate Bar!   

Submitted by Pat Mullen   

 

 

Carol 

Marquis 

and Jean 

Schuster  

were 

motivated 

by the 

SFCC 

videos 

presented during the International Assembly 

in Chicago last July. 

 

We decided to do a service project for 

Thanksgiving. Lakeview Lutheran Church 

was hosting their annual Thanksgiving dinner 

which was open to the public.  The church 

needed meal servers for their festive dinner. 

So we donned our aprons and helped serve 

160 happy feasters. After serving the guests, 

volunteers were invited to partake of the 

Thanksgiving meal, too. So much joy in one 

room! We look forward to doing it again next 

year. 

 

Upon reading the Jan/Feb ATA and after 

much discussion and discernment, we want to 

register our agreement with the Koinonea 

Region’s Recommendation regarding the 

timeline for submission and publishing 
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names of those willing to serve as ICCs. 

submitted by  

Carol Marquis & Jean Schuster 

 

The head of the 

Beguinage retreat 

center in Brugges, 

Belgium read  our 

SFCC  website 

and extended an 

invitation to our 

SFCC Affiliates in 

Spain to move into 

the Beguinage: 

"you SFCCs are the modern  

Beguines...YOU need to be here!"  The 

Benedictines there are decreasing in number 

through old age, illnesses and decline and do 

not want the RC church to take over the 

Begijnhof, nor a city project developer.  

 

Affiliates Carmen and Magdalena packed up 

and moved from Spain to Louvain, Belgium, 

to prepare in language and culture for the 

promising plans in Brugges. 

 

The  WCCM (World Center for Christian 

Meditation) offered to support us in 

coordination with many project leaders. To 

complete the many required renovations to 

meet new fire prevention and structural 

codes.  

We SFCCs gave the plan time, and rested in 

the Spirit leading us .suddenly, amidst all 

this, along came a new venue, through the 

very trustworthy head of the WCCM 

Belgium, which led us to the Franciscan 

sisters who are in the same boat near Gent, at 

the architecturally famous Roosenberg 

Abbey in Belgium. 

 

Shortly before we received clarity re Brugge, 

we decided to take a look at the Roosenberg 

Abbey and the Franciscans there. 

 

We discovered they face the same structural 

costs: inspections re fire safety, asbestos etc. 

– all costly and time consuming.  

 

Then, in the midst of the excitement to help 

renovate the historical Beguinage and to 

make it the hub of our 

ministries, we three 

SFCCs suddenly realized a 

very important SFCC 

point.  

 

Carmen, Magda and I 

reminded each other that,  

as SFCC, we do not anchor 

ourselves—nor do we anchor the SFCC 

vision and mission-- in a building, no matter 

how beloved the building, the place and it's 

history be! 

 

Both projects, Brugges and Gent, would see 

us bound to the preservation of a set of 

buildings instead of to the SFCC vision and 

mission that resides within us and manifests 

itself through us as persons, not buildings. 

 

In the past 10 months alone, I have heard 

repeatedly, from young people living in 

different countries, that "the world cannot 

continue as it is.  Change must come.  Change 

begins with me:  my thoughts, words and 

deeds.  Peace begins here and now with me, 

as an instrument thereof, where I live and 

work, with all my time and talent". It cannot 

be contained in a tabernacle, nor in a church, 

temple nor Beguinage, however beloved! 

                       submitted by Teri Takken 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Beguinage in Brugges, Belgium 
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With the 

thought 

that we are 

no longer 

at the age 

where we 

can afford to postpone until tomorrow what 

needs to be done right away, San Lorenzo 

Ruiz De Manila Region met last February 

24,2019 at Fray Juan Clemente Holistic 

Center, Manila just a month after the SFÇC 

International Assembly in the Philippines.  

The region's early bird attendees were Virgie 

Azcueta and Lorraine Pagola from Northern 

Province of Luzon, Cornelia Santos and 

Connie Jordan (affiliate) from Southern 

Province of Luzon. Those from the City of 

Manila and Quezon arrived soon. They were 

.Fidel Marie  Avanzado, Fe Aguilar, and 

Angelita De la Cruz. Elvie Samantila 

(inquirer) from Makati and Hazel Marie 

Sencio (friend of Lorraine from Basilan 

Mindanao) also came to meet the community. 

 

So as to leave nothing for the later, the 

community started with a spontaneous prayer 

individually. And to enjoy the best moments 

together while eating delicious foods shared 

by everyone, the community happily 

reminisced their individual memorable 

experiences during the international 

assembly especially the time spent together 

with their buddies. Coming back to the place 

made them felt nostalgic. As if they could 

still see those smiling faces of the SFCC 

sisters around the place where they were 

gathered. How they really missed everyone in 

the assembly. Also each gave an update of 

her what, how, and whereabouts feeling 

blessed and inspired in their area of 

apostolate after that assembly. Elvie, the 

inquirer introduced herself followed by Hazel 

Marie, the friend of Lorraine. 

 

The community missed the presence of  Rosa 

Ocampo, Marivic Cotiamco, and Luisa 

Asuncion who were not able to come for 

some reasonable cause. For the community to 

get connected with them, Virgie tried to 

contact them by facetime using her iphone 

and Lorraine through group Chat in 

Messenger. Somehow we got connected to 

each other. Thanks for the advantage of 

modern communication. God be praised! 

 

The meeting ajourned with individual 

spontaneous prayer of thanksgiving. The 

region agreed to have their next meeting on 

March 23-24, 2019 for 

their lenten recollection at 

Fray Juan, Manila. 
 

 

submitted by  

Ma. Cornelia Santos 
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Martha Lopez is now in 

Monterrey, Nuevo Leon.  She 

has found a community she 

hopes to make vows with in a 

year, Siervas del Señor de la 

Misericordia. However, she 

doesn't want to leave SFCC 

until she is sure the community will accept 

her.  Meantime, long range plans are being 

made for Casa Clemens as a home for 

children.  The vegetable garden is planted, 

and hopefully going to grow, as we didn't 

have access to water for over a week. Rains 

are very scarce this time of the year 

here.  Maria Lourdes Arias from Tijuana had 

been hoping to meet the San Diego Sisters, 

but that hasn't happened.  She hopes to come 

to Villa Garcia for a visit, even though there 

are others in Tijuana she'd 

hoped to invite for a meeting 

there.  Lourdes was very sick 

for awhile with something 

she caught from working with 

the immigrants. We continue 

to work with those with the 

greatest needs, especially 

food, clothes, shoes, medicine and school 

fees. Fran Smith  

(Shared by Fran Smith in Powerpoint,  

at 2017 Assembly) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teri Takken (Europe)  

traveled to Bilbao, Spain 

where she gave a concert  

of her musical 

 compositions February 7.  
 

Following the concert, Teri made a retreat 

weekend where she spoke to a group of 

inquirers about SFCC and BFCC.  The 

inquiry group formed as a result of a blog 

established by  

     SFCC Affiliates,  

Magdala Bennasar and Carmen Notaria, both 

of Spain.   7th - 11th February, Magda and 

Carmen have arranged for many (younger) 

people to gather for an inquiry retreat into the 

mission and vision of SFCC, beginning with 

a kick-off concert I have been invited to give.  

We here are excited! Our new multi-lingual 

blog is with good reason entitled 'This is 

exciting. 
 

JUST IN CASE YOU MISSED IT… 

SFCC International Assembly 2019 

Video Links 
Below are links to the various 

presentations at the 2019 

International Assembly in the 

Philippines.  Feel free to use 

them at your upcoming 

regional gatherings.  These 

videos are not public and are 

not searchable on YouTube. 

Only those with the link may 

view them.  Please forward this email to the 

Sisters, especially newer members and 

Sisters who are not in the U.S., so they may 

view them to since they are not on or can't be 

added to this listserv because of yahoo's  

Alison 

McCrary 
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updated rules since its creation.  A few 

presentations were unable to be recorded 

because of poor internet bandwidth at the 

facility. All measures were taken to try to 

record each segment with the technology and 

bandwidth available. Peace, Alison 
 

https://youtu.be/lkY4t4hMI20  - This is a 

video of the welcome and orientation, SFCC 

History in the Philippines by Sr. Virgie 

Azcueta, and Holy Shadow Way of Living 

by Sr. Maggie Gonsalves from the SFCC 

International Assembly on January 24 and 

25, 2019 in Manila, Philippines. 
 

https://youtu.be/i8FD4lieE4M - Presentation 

on the SFCC History in the Philippines 

presented by Sr. Virgie Azcueta at the SFCC 

International Assembly on January 25, 2019 

in Manila, Philippines. 
 

https://youtu.be/zrjD9BANc58 SFCC: Holy 

Shadow Way of Living by Maggie 

Gonsalves Powerpoint presentation on 

Friday January 25, 2019 (presentation was 

unable to be recorded live because of low 

internet bandwidth in the facility). 
 

https://youtu.be/XEb2FivwgV4 Calungsod 

Region Presentation 
 

https://youtu.be/E2sR3Qt3D2g "The Role of 

Women in Faith-Based Organizations in 

Climate Change Adaptation and Disaster 

Risk Reduction" at the SFCC International 

Assembly on January 26, 2019 in Manila, 

Philippines. 
 

https://youtu.be/6ge3Z5Up98k SFCC Vow 

Commitment Liturgy at the 2019 SFCC 

International Assembly in Manila, 

Philippines 
 

https://youtu.be/l7t47n4MWoE Cultural 

Show at the 2019 SFCC International 

Assembly on Saturday January 26, 2019 

presentations were unable to be recorded 

because of poor internet bandwidth at the 

facility. All measures were taken to try to 

record each segment with the technology and 

bandwidth available. Peace, Alison 
 

https://youtu.be/XfgrNhz-_vk Presentation 

on SFCC and Social Justice by Rosa 

OCampo and Sudden Spring by Erlinda 

Lanigao on Sunday January 27, 2019 in 

Manila, Philippines 

 

https://youtu.be/vy8wGUy4JXA SFCC 

Business Meeting on January 27, 2019 at the 

2019 International Assembly in Manila, 

Philippines 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Congratulations  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 JUBILARIANS 

At Assembly, Manila 

Karol Jackowski 
(Sophia Circle)  

 
whose book on 

spiritual guidance 

and creating scared 

spaces was just  

published. 

https://youtu.be/lkY4t4hMI20
https://youtu.be/i8FD4lieE4M
https://youtu.be/zrjD9BANc58
https://youtu.be/XEb2FivwgV4
https://youtu.be/E2sR3Qt3D2g
https://youtu.be/6ge3Z5Up98k
https://youtu.be/l7t47n4MWoE
https://youtu.be/XfgrNhz-_vk
https://youtu.be/vy8wGUy4JXA


13 

 

 

When one flower opens, it is spring 

everywhere!  
 

Though I have attended just a few SFCC 

assemblies in USA, the Philippines assembly 

rekindled hope for the better future for 

SFCCs worldwide.  

Studying the ‘Sudden Spring’ document by 

Lillana Kopp was a pilgrim journey toward 

‘Oneness’ without institutional boundaries 

and confinements of rules and regulations. I 

understood the deeper meaning of ‘Spring’ 

from the dictionary is to rise, leap, move, or 

act suddenly and swiftly. 
 

Sisters who dared to come down from USA 

and Africa, have no idea, what hopes you 

showered upon the sisters from Philippines 

and India.  Your coming down was a gesture 

of solidarity: Mary Visits Elizabeth, and 

birthing two prophets.  
 

The personal and collective sacrifices of long 

and ardent journeys and financial 

contributions you made toward other sister’s 

travelling, board and lodge will reap a 

hundredfold harvest as many sisters 

worldwide are looking forward for an 

alternative way to prophetic religious life.    
 

Basically, Spring is with thrust forward or 

outward and often sudden.  You rekindled 

our hopes to move forward.  
 

Special thanks to Sr. Virgie and her team for 

taking care of minute details of the assembly. 

It was very touching moment when Rita and 

Roberta, handed over the service role to 

Virgie and Cos.  
 

You were blessed because you came and we 

were blessed because you 

came, we all were blessed 

because we came!   
 

Thanks for everything, Shital 

and Margaret SFCCs India 
 

We had a great time in Manila 

and the sisters were so 

gracious.  My return was rather 

difficult.  I got to Chicago 

okay but had to wait 2 nights 

there because all travel to 

Fargo was closed.  Then I was 

sent to Denver hoping to get to Fargo from 

the west.  I got there and another two nights 

in hotels.  I finally got home.  We have lots 

of snow here.  Yesterday all interstates were 

closed as well as the airport Felt like I was on 

an island.  I will let you know when I get 

settled.  Good meeting with you.  

-Clarice Carroll—2/12/19 

 

I have been invited to my former Benedictine 

community to live with them at Annunciation 

Monastery in Bismarck, ND.  I have a 

number of health concerns and I think this is  

a wise move for me.  (Effective May 1, 2019)  

Clarice Carroll—2/12/19 

 

 

 

Caridad Inda's last name is 

Inda, not Agosto, as indicated  

in the previous issue. (Mexico) 
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Because of the growing  

membership from various 

countries of Europe, the 

former Benelux region is 

changing its name to 

Europe to reflect the 

expansion of members on 

continental Europe.   

 

Forthcoming reports from 

any country in Europe will 

all be reported under 

“Europe Region”. 

Antonia Labos (Affiliate, Calungsod) 

whose older brother died February 2 

 

Fran Campbell (DAM) whose 

stepmother, Peggy,  died January 30 of 

heart failure and brother, Alan, who died 

February 9 of a rapidly spread cancer. 

Both deaths were sudden and unexpected. 

 

Isidra Hernandez (Gulf South) who is 

under hospice care for acute pain 

 

Madonna Buder (At Large)  for recovery 

from a prolonged battle with cellulitis 

 

Marta Nyaga, Affiliate  (Kenya) for a 

successful search for a non profit 

charitable organization that can 

financially aid her ministry with the 

women's coop there. 

 

Columba Thadey (Tanzania) for the full 

recovery of her father who underwent 

prostate surgery February 16 

 

Carroll, Clarice 
7520 University Drive 

Bismarck, ND  58504-9619 

PH: 701-255-1520 

Email:  ccarroll1931@gmail.com 

 

Fran Smith (Mexico) 

449-540-5771 (Cell Phone) 

 

Justina Landeros (Nicaragua) 

011-505-2713-3324 (Land Line) 

011-505  865257 (New Cell Phone 

 

 

mailto:ccarroll1931@gmail.com
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AFFIRMED 

Rosalina Cadenas 

Yesu Marie Region 

Philippines 

 

 

 

 

  AFFIRMED 

  Shital John Parmar 
  India    

 

 

 

 

    AFFIRMED 

    Columba Thadey  
    Tanzania 

    East Africa Region 

 

 

 

 AFFILIATE 

 Vivianne Akinyi 
 Kenya 

 East Africa Region 

 

 

 

 

AFFILIATE 

Concepcion Jordan 
Manila Region 

Philippines 

 

 

 

INQUIRER 

Rachel Muthoni Mwangi 

Kenya 

East Africa Region 

 

Rachel Encountered SFCC 

through Everlyne Ongeri, an SFCC Inquirer 

also in Kenya.  Rachel was with temporal 

vows with the Little Servants of the Sacred 

Heart. She left that community in 2010.  

Currently, Rachel is a teacher in Nairobi, 

Kenya.  She also has a degree in Social Work 

and prefers that work instead of teaching.   
 

 

INQUIRER 
Elvie Samantila 

Manila Region 

Philippines 

 

Born in 1967, Elvie is one of 6 

children.  In 1984, Elvie joined the 

Missionaries of the Child Jesus, a local 

congregation founded in 1980. She took final 

vows in 1993 and exclaustration 2003-2004. 

She left the congregation in 2015. During her 

time with the Missionaries, Elvie served as 

Secretary General, Vicaress General, Novice 

Directress, Juniorate Directress and Prefect 

for Formation. 

Elvie holds a Master’s degree in Guidance 

Counselling, as well as a degree in Religious 

Education and a 2-year basic degree in 

theology. 

Elvie is currently a guidance counsellor at 

Centro Escolar University in Makati City. In 

the past, she has worked as a teacher for 

Kindergarten – grade 6, parish catechetical 

coordinator, and guidance counsellor at 

catholic high school in San Juan City, 

Philippines.   
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INQUIRER 

Dolline Njagi 
Kenya 

East Africa 

 

I am from Meru county, 

eastern region of Kenya. I 

come from a family of 7. We are 4 girls and 

3 boys. I am the second born and the eldest 

girl in the family. Dad passed on in 2003.  

I hold a bachelor’s degree in Education from 

St. Mary's Minnesota in 2011. Since 

graduation, I have been teaching English in 

Catholic sponsored schools. Currently, I 

teach in a government secondary school in 

Machakos where I live. I completed my 

secondary education in 1994. 

I was with the Loreto Sisters from 2001 - 

2011. When I was with them, I learned the 

ways of the church and the value of being. 

Since I exited Loreto in November 2011, I 

have always desired to join a community of 

Christians whereby I can continue serving 

God. 

+254-723-670-355 

 dollinemabel@gmail.com 

 

INQUIRER 

Damarius Iruma 

East Africa 

 

Damarius is 44 years old and 

lives in the Nairobi, Kenya.  

Damarius is self-employed with no 

permanent job at present.  In her former 

congregation she was called Sr Mary 

Margaret.  Damarius was referred to SFCC 

by Marta Nyaga (Affiliate) in Kenya 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ISIDRA 

HERNANDEZ                 

 

SOUTH CENTRAL 

REGION 
1935-2019 

SFCC: 1985-2019 

 

Born in Huachinantla, Puebla in 1935, Isidra 

passed peacefully on February 22, 2019 in 

Conroe, Texas.  Isidra was an active and 

dedicated member of the South Central Region 

and is missed by the SFCC there, as well as local 

friends, parishioners and a host of loving nieces 

and nephews.   

 

In 1951, Isidra entered the Misionera Catequietas 

of the Sacred Heart and Mother Mary.  After 

religious formation, she was assigned to mission 

work in Mexico, Texas and New Jersey.  She 

served in churches as a Pastoral Associate with 

the Hispanic Ministry, teaching Spanish to the 

English speaking in her community; and, English 

as a second language to those who speak Spanish.  

Finally, Isidra served as Director for Hispanic 

Ministry at Sacred Heart Catholic Church in 

Conroe, Texas. 

 

Isidra offered premarital preparation, pre-

Baptism classes, Catechism classes and attended 

the needs of the community in which she lived, 

taking people to the Doctor, for families she 

helped to resolve issues around obtaining food, 

giving rides to people who needed help, helping 

15-year-old girls prepare for maturity, and in the 

afternoon, visiting families.  
                            Submitted by the SFCC Archives 

WHERE WE ARE:   

 FROM OCEAN TO OCEAN 

“Wherever there is need for love and 

community witness, we seek to be 

present, permeating the world.” 

--Sudden Spring Profile p. 60 

mailto:dollinemabel@gmail.com
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MICHELLE 

HARMON                 

 

GREAT LAKES 

REGION 

1941 – 2019 

SFCC:  1981 - 2019 
 

Born on April 1, 1941, Michelle passed 

peacefully January 21, 2019 in South Bend, 

Indiana, after a long struggle with Parkinson’s 

Disease.  Michelle was an active member of the 

Great Lakes Region and missed by the SFCC 

there, as well as friends and family in Rockford, 

Illinois.  After high school Michelle entered the 

Congregation of the Sisters of the Holy Cross 

where she earned her Master’s in Education from 

St. Mary’s College.  She remained with the 

congregation until 1981.  

 

During her years with the Congregation, Michelle 

taught High School and after Vatican II, became 

part of a five-person team which included 2 Jesuit 

Priests, working for a two-year period toward  

internal community renewal. 

 

Between 1964-1971 she answered an inner 

calling toward a counseling degree at Duquesne 

University.  Following these pursuits, she was 

accepted into a fellowship with the Menninger 

Foundation’s division of Religion & Psychiatry, 

later applying for supervisory training.  Michelle 

was awarded the Thomas W. Klink Fellowship, 

later becoming an ACPE supervisor.  She went on 

to design and implement an accredited ACPE 

training program at St. Francis Hospital in 

Topeka, Kansas. 

 

Michelle described herself as an athletic youth, 

who during her life, enjoyed bicycling, the 

outdoors, skiing, music, reading, and writing. 

 
                                           Submitted by the SFCC Archives 

 

 

 

 

The WEB/DAM Regions: Issue discussed at 

the Philippine Assembly to be considered as 

a Proposal in the future. Please address in 

regional gatherings and report in the ATA 

through the summer: 

 

In order to open up the opportunity to the full 

membership to serve as ICCs, we propose 

that the individual or team put their names 

forward, together with a brief statement of the 

time and gifts they bring to the service role, 

to be published in the ATA no later than the 

February-March issue of the ATA prior to the 

affirming Assembly. Submission of names 

after that issue will not be considered, even 

from the Assembly floor. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No Photo 

Available 

at 

Publication 

No Photo 

Available 

at 

Publication 
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As we prepare to celebrate the 50th 

anniversary of SFCC, the ATA Team and 

Archives will devote space in most issues of 

our newsletter to sharing about the earliest 

years of the community. 

 

CHARTER MEMBERS of SFCC 

            The First 20 

Lillanna Kopp 

Ann Cecile Daigle 

Florence Wiechecki 

Loretta Girzaitis 

Leila Shotwell Kopp 

Theresa McGeady 

Ann Ryan 

Happa Clifford 

Gertrude Campbell 

Michaela Mueller 

Clara Growchowska 

Martha Lichon 

Eleanor Quinn 

Mary Lou Arceneau 

Clare Magary 

Helen Uhlrich 

Rose Scirghi 

Sandra Anderson 

Clare Cloutier 

Berry Waigand 

 

 

 

From the original 20 members listed, we are 

most fortunate to have two Charter Members 

who remain with us still today: 
 

A few of the Charter Members always 

remained full members of their own religious 

congregation. Signing on as Charter 

Members was their way to support their 

friend and colleague, Lillanna Kopp, in the 

initial years of SFCC. Other Charter 

Members either returned to their original 

congregation or chose other life paths that led 

them away from SFCC.  

Important to SFCC was not who remained or 

who returned to their original congregation or 

who followed different life paths.  The most 

important gift each Charter Member gave to 

SFCC was her firm belief in the egalitarian 

mission of SFCC and her personal support of 

Lillanna Kopp’s visionary efforts to reform 

the hierarchical structure of the institutional 

Church.    

Together, with Lillanna, they crafted the 

SFCC Profile, a governing document of such 

simplicity and clarity that it remains virtually 

unchanged to this day.  The Profile is found 

on the SFCC website and in the SFCC 

brochures.                Submitted by the SFCC Archives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send all content for Issue 4 to atasfcc@yahoo.com on or before April 30. 


