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                                      Assembly #3:   Narragansett, Rhode Island, USA  1973 

 

The photo above is visual 

testimony to the early 

rapid growth of SFCC.  

35 charter members 

gathered for the first 

Assembly in Dunrovin, 

Minnesota, USA. Two years later, in 1973, 

the community roster had swelled to 313 

members. 135 gathered in Narragansett, 

Rhode Island USA for Assembly. SFCC was 

more than a Vatican II fad or temporary 

interest group.  

 

SFCC began without a constitution or 

canonical norms. The single page Profile 

was and remains sufficient. However, as the 

membership grew exponentially, 

development as a collegial Christian 

community of co-equal women, quickly 

required a limited number of consensual 

decisions.  Yet, not every aspect of SFCC 

has been affirmed at assembly. An example 

is the community newsletter. 

 

 

The ALL-TO-All was originally a monthly 

mailing generated by Lillanna Kopp that 

primarily listed new members.  The 

membership roster was impossible to keep 

up with during the first decade because 10-

25 news names were added each month! 

Because of this rapid growth across the 

USA, Lillanna Kopp put together a 

communication and organizational chart 

(shown below) that created geographic 

http://www.sfccinternational.org/
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regions.  It was studied at assemblies and 

implemented locally.  Over time it became 

simplified into the Region/RCC system we 

have today. 

 

Each region produced a region newsletter 

that was circulated among region members.  

However, the ATA remained the primary 

means of communication within the full 

membership. Eventually, as regions sent 

their news to the ATA, their own newsletters 

ceased. That is why, the ATA includes the 

specific Region Reports section today. 

 

How did the All-To-All get its name?   
Because SFCC is a community of co-equals, 

all news pertaining to the common good of 

SFCC is available to all members: ALL TO 

ALL - called ATA for short. Produced (even 

handwritten) by Lillanna Kopp the first 

several years, the ATA was handed to 

volunteer editorial teams by the late 70s. 

Teams were affirmed for a period of 1 year, 

renewable 3 times.  By the mid 1980’s a 

standard 3-year term of service was 

affirmed. By 1993, an annual subscription 

fee of US$1.00 was implemented to cover 

the cost of paper and postage.  

Next issue: How did SFCC get its name? 

                          submitted by the archives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 29, 

2019 the 

Calungsod 

Region of 

the 

Philippines  

gather for a meeting and also the acceptance 

of Nimsy Salvador into the Becoming 

Process as a new Affiliate.  Nimsy is being 

mentored by Marivic Destacamento. The 

two minister together with Nora Mejos and 

Alma Mangao in the small villages of the 

area where they facilitate a nutrition 

program through the sponsorship of Risen 

Savior Mission (RSM). 

                                 submitted by Jess Ayeng 

JUBILEE 

YEAR 

ASSEMBLY 2020 

 
Holiday Inn Kansas City, MO 

Airport & KCI Expo Center 

July 12-17, 2020 
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The DAM Region 

schedules three 

meetings each year 

with members 

traveling from San 

Jose, Carpinteria, and 

Palm Desert, CA as 

well as Sun City, AZ 

to meet in the Phoenix home of Pat Mullen. 

And once each year we gather a day early, 

Thursday evening, in order to have a full 

play day on Friday. Everyone, with the 

exception of Lorraine Castelein, was present 

for the weekend. Lorraine is now in a 

nursing home in Sun City and we usually 

visit her there and take her out to lunch; 

however, she developed a serious cold and 

could not join us.  Thursday night we 

enjoyed our usual meal of pizza and salad 

with time set aside to share our personal 

stories since our last gathering.  

 

For Friday’s play day we meandered for 

several hours through the beautiful Desert 

Botanical Gardens concluding our visit with 

lunch in the garden’s restaurant.  Late 

afternoon we viewed the film: The Human 

Element, available through Google search or 

Amazon Prime.  The film explores the ever-

changing impact of the human race on 

nature. 

 

Our social justice topic for the past year has 

been Artificial Intelligence (AI) and how it 

is changing all aspects of human society, as 

well as philosophy and theology 

(transhumanism). We viewed the film Ex 

Machina and discussed how AI can be 

programmed to independently strategize 

towards a specific outcome. 

 

We agreed to study and discuss “Women’s 

Issues” for our social justice topic for next 

year beginning during our October gathering 

with Incarceration and Women. 

Community Business included several topics 

for discussion: 1) SFCC’s official 

community language: the DAM Region 

agrees with the consensus of the Philippine 

Assembly that the official language should 

remain English                 

2) Becoming Process: the 

DAM Region appreciates 

Sophia Circle’s review of 

the Becoming Process (see 

May/June ATA edition,   

p. 19). We found the list of 

recommendation to be a bit 

unfocussed and, in order to 

clarify for regions’ discernment, we ask 

Sophia Circle to clearly state their most 

significant questions or concerns regarding 

the Becoming Process.          

submitted by Pat Mullen 

 

 
Carol Marquis (RCC) and Jean Schuster met 

at Jean’s on May 24th for lunch of shrimp, 

mac & cheese and salad.  Our chilly, rainy 

w/weather has been little help to our 

gardens.   

 

On May 9, 2019 we attended a Sisters 

Appreciation Dinner given by the Knights of 

Columbus in Verona. 

 

Since Sophia Circle Region asked for 

Becoming Process input, here’s our 

response.  Jean joined SFCC in 1972 so 

almost 50 years of memories and RCC 

experience are reflected here.  The issues 

brought forth are not new.  Diversity, 

Collegiality and Concensus always are a 

visionary approach and should be. 
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A Mentor can give experience to an Inquirer 

and should be valued for that wisdom and 

grace.  Sudden Spring fleshes out the 

charism we have and keep.  As we welcome 

cultural and regional diversity, we remain 

strong because of our grounded faith.  We 

are Sisters for Christian Community. 

 

Specific responses to the Sophia Circle 

Region’s issues are detailed here. 

1.  On page 5 of the 2017 Viewbook, under 

“Affiliation Stage”, it specifically states than 

an individual “selects” a Menotor vs. the 

Sophia’s statement “We do away with 

assigning a Menotor”. 

2.  Again on page 5 of the Viewbook, it 

clearly states we are a “Non-Canonical” 

Community; therefore, we do not have 

“Canonical Formation Stages” as Sophia 

states on page 10 of ATA, Volume 49,  

Issue 4, 2019. 

3.  In regards to removing any/all statements 

pertaining to an individual’s financial 

responsibility, we strongly feel this 

requirement cannot, nor should not, be 

removed.  The Inquirer must not look to the 

Community for sole support.  We are self-

supporting.  Past history has proved the 

fallacy of not understanding this from day 

one. 

 

In conclusion, the existing process for new 

members is very clear.  As individuals who 

have been SFCC members for 20 plus years, 

we remember the years of debate, revisions, 

discussions, etc. and we now question why 

some individuals are suggesting replacing 

the existing process. 

submitted by Carol Marquis, Jean Schuster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EUROPE 

REGION 

 

Affiliates Magda 

Benasar and 

Carmen Notario 

will join Teri 

Takken for retreat 

July 21-27 in Brognon, located in north 

France.  During that time Magda and 

Carmen will pronounce their vows and be 

affirmed into SFCC.  Both have been in 

continual contact with Teri Takken the past 

2 years.  They also made contact with SFCC 

Maria Rosa Ferreira in Orem, Portugal with 

plans to meet with her in the future. 

 

Teri Takken will retire 

July 6. According the 

Dutch law retirement is 

enforced at 66 yrs and 4 

months.  As Teri says, “It 

is an unrequested 

divorce” as she will 

necessarily bid goodbye to the elders she has 

ministered to the past several years in North 

Holland. 

submitted by Teri Takken 

 

 

 

  SFCC in 

Kenya and 

Tanzania 

gathered June 

10-13 at the Don 

Bosco Retreat 

Center in 

Nairobi. Theme: 

Sudden Spring in East Africa.  Present:  

Virginia Azcueta, Columba. Thadey, Martha 

Nyaga, Affiliates: Vivian Akinyi, Dolline 

Njagi, Nancy Ongeri, Pauline Mwangi, 

Margret Nduta and Christina Mathias, 
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Inquirers Anne Waithereo and Evelyn 

Onyoni. SFCC in Uganda were invited but 

unable to attend. 

  The meeting began by prayer and 

introduction to each other, after which we 

watched and reflected on the video, The 

River Me.  The insights were deep, such as, 

where is striving for one’s deepest desire 

there is energy, joy, fulfillment and true 

meaning.   
 

  Virgie Azcueta took us through the  SFCC 

View Book. We learned about our origin, 

our founders, especially Lillanna Kopp. We 

leaned that, she held several meetings with 

various religious congregations and bishops 

in the USA and was encouraged to follow 

what she believed to be a call for the time.  
 

  Guided by the Spirit, Lillanna formed 

SFCC, with the charism, That All May Be 

One.  With the mission to bring to birth a 

new reign of God. Not only that, but also, 

she talked about our lifestyle, leadership 

roles, formation and Nine-step collegial 

discernment process. It good to deepen our 

understanding of the co/values of our 

founders as we pursue the give witness to 

SFCC in our world today.   
 

  On June 12, Marta Nyaga was affirmed and 

six sisters took their affiliation covenant. 

Two days later Rebecca Bwari took her 

affiliation covenant, making a total of 8 

SFCC Affiliates including Vivianne Akinyi. 

You will find the photos of each in the 

Membership Section of this issue. 
 

  During our business session, we discussed:  

creating new SFCC region, naming the 

region, acceptance of widows, payment of 

tithing in the church, wearing of habit /veil, 

creating a solidarity fund, discern the 

Regional Communication Coordinator 

(RCC) Area Communication Coordinator 

(ACC) and plan for next Regional meeting.  
 

  Outcome of the discussion: 

  Name of the Region:- Kenya-Tanzania  

  Acceptance of widows: not now, need 

discernment, considering widow in an 

African context. 

  Payment of tithing will depend on each 

sister and what is expected in her parish.  

Habit/ veil each sister if free to do so when 

the mission requires. Have a visibility of 

common clout for official occasion, beige 

and dark grey was proposed, solidarity fund 

more discernment is needed.  
 

  Columba will serve as the RCC, as well as 

ACC for Tanzania, and Marta Nyaga will be 

ACC for Kenya.  Next 

meeting: November 28 to 

December 2.  
 

  The meeting ended with 

a shared feeling of being 

empowered for the SFCC 

mission. A HUGE thank 

you to Virgie Azcueta 

who played a big role in making it happen.    

submitted by Columba Thadey  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

My 2 weeks in Kenya and 

2 weeks in Tanzania was 

full of surprises and joy. I 

am deeply honored and 

grateful for experiences. 

 

Visit with the Bishop 

Vicar in Kenya , Bishop 

David Kamau was a surprise for me. After a 

few questions he expressed his acceptance 

of SFCC in Kenya , admiring our self 

supporting life style and free form of 

community life. I gave him a copy of our 

Viewbook, Sudden Spring and brochure. 
 

Visit with Archbishop Ruwa’ichi of the 

archdiocese of Dar es Salaam capital city of 

Tanzania was even more surprising. He 

remembered me from the 2010 Bishops 

Conference of Tanzania that we hosted in 

our Youth Center. He had no questions and I 

just gave him the same things I gave Bishop 

Kamau to give to the Vicar for Religious of 

Tanzania since he was out of the country. 
 

The thanksgiving Masses and celebrations 

for the newly affirmed Marta Nyaga of 

Kenya and Columba Thadey of Tanzania 

were well attended by the Christian 

community, family and friends. Marta’s was 

in an outstation chapel presided by the 

assistant parish priest. Columba’s was in her 

parish with 3 concelebrants, parish choir 

singing and celebration was held in Loyola 

high school prepared by a team of faculty, 

staff and relatives. 
 

I feel SFCC has taken roots in the Catholic 

Church in Kenya and Tanzania and more 

inquirers are adding to the 7 who made their 

Affiliation Covenant during the gathering in 

Don Bosco. 

We missed our SFCC sisters in Uganda as 

they regretfully could not come. 
 

Visiting the grave of Teresanna Fornasero 

was the last activity of our gathering 

I had the experience of attending small 

Christian community “jumuia “gathering in 

Kenya and Tanzania where our sisters 

belong and attend weekly. It was an 

experience of early church where there was 

a sharing of love, concern for needs in the 

community, active sharing of the Word of 

God and fellowship with small refreshments. 

submitted by Virgie Azcueta 

 

The Fabulous 

Five of the 

Koinonea Region 

met at Precious 

Blood Health 

Center           

May 17-19. The Sisters there graciously  

welcomed us as if we were their own!  
 

Marie opened the evening session with 

prayer. We spent the rest of the evening 

sharing our up’s and down’s of the last 6 

months. 
 

Kathleen Terlau’s hip replacement did not 

go as easily as expected and has left her with 

neuropathy in her right foot. She gets around 

well with her walker. 
 

Rachel Richard’s high is that her sister is 

now in assisted living. Her low was being 

car-less for two months. She heard she was 

scheduled for a replacement from the 

nonprofit car rehab group during this 

weekend. 
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Marie Seaman fills her days with a wide 

variety of activities that benefit the poor. 

When not involved with these, she enjoys 

being in her garden and with other Master 

Gardeners.  
 

Carmen Gillick was sad to lose her long-

time spiritual director, but was honored by 

being named to take a prominent role in the 

funeral. She continues to sense her mother’s 

caring presence with her.    
 

Beth Grismer volunteers at her parish, 

teaching Scripture classes and promoting 

Fran Smith’s mission in Mexico. Her parish 

is sponsoring two students this year. Ashe 

had a Pace Maker implanted in April. 
 

Kathleen started Saturday morning with 

prayer and leading us in some invigorating 

arm and leg exercises she does at her Care 

Center. 

 Carmen facilitated the business meeting. 

1. An open discussion on membership raised 

many new ideas and suggestions. We agree 

the present wording can sound authoritative.  

Beth observed that the present revision 

missed an essential point of the first draft, 

namely, a statement on the goal of the 

Becoming Process.  She suggested that the 

following be added to the Purpose paragraph 

on page 5:  

   “Our spiritual pathway is described in 

detail in the   

    MISSION-VISION- PROFILE   

Statement, especially those under OUR 

VALUES.” 

As a change in the Viewbook. it may be a 

Proposal. 

2. Carmen observed the steps for choosing 

ICCs did not capture our suggestion and 

offered a rewording.   It implements the 

passed proposal submitted by the Web 

Region. 

*2020 Assembly -begin submitting names, 

others or your own, for the next ICCs. 

*2020- Regions discuss submitted names, 

and suggest others willing to serve. 

  Names of individuals willing to serve 

published in ATA, along with a picture, 

biography, time,   availability, applicable 

skills and gifts.  Deadline by February-

March ATA .  

*2021 Assembly affirmation of ICCs from 

those named in ATA.  NO new nominations 

from the floor 

3. A 4th Vow that reinforces financial 

responsibility?  Confusing as we took no 4th 

vow!  

4. We agreed there is a need for a Technical 

Team, both for inclusion at meetings and for 

providing technology assistance for 

members. 

5. None of us attended the Philippine 

Assembly, but Carmen passed on Alma’s 

glowing report. Appointing a sight seeing 

companion was especially thoughtful and 

assuring. 
 

Saturday afternoon- a few more arm/ leg 

exercises.  Beth led the session on how and 

what we pray.  

Carmen led an 

evening 

prayer , and 

Rachel a 

guessing 

game. 

 

 Rachel’s 

departing 

prayer on 

Sunday was one of gratitude. Picture time 

came next.  Then Carmen left to for an ICC 

meeting with Denise and Virgie. Four of us 

stayed for the CPPS Jubilee meal. 

 Our next meeting will be October 12-14, 

hopefully back with the Sisters of Precious 

Blood.                  submitted by Beth Grismer 

 
Back L to R:  Beth Grismer,  Marie Seaman 

Front L to R:  Rachel Richards,  

Kathleen Terlau, Carmen Gillick 
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 Martha, 

Candidad 

and I have 

been in 

contact.  Martha remains content in the new 

community where she's a 

candidate. Caridad had a 

birthday this past 

week.  She cannot walk 

without assistance. She 

has staff working with 

preparation and 

training.  Caridad finds 

community in her 

Humility of Mary 

community and in the daily contacts she has. 
  

As for me, my community is with SFCC 

members and the many who I come in 

contact with daily.  I really love being in the 

Koininea region.  Carmen keeps us 

communicating, and we share, even if we 

can't be present in the meetings.  For me, 

community is communication.  Thanks to 

those who are in contact. 
 

We don't know how the new government 

grants for students will work out, as this is 

just getting off the ground.  Every student 

that applies, from pre-school kindergarten to 

the university, is eligible. Many are waiting 

for grants in our Weavers of Hope program, 

and I'm hoping they can get a government 

grant and stay in school because we can't 

possibly help them all. We  appreciate those 

of you who are sponsors. 

submitted by Fran Smith 
 

 

The following 

is not the 

result of a 

region  

meeting.  

Instead it is a reflection on SFCC by region 

member, Barbara Rice 
 

Reading the last two ATA's where parts of 

our history are being reviewed and also the 

questions and discussions that have arisen 

from various regions, I am reminded of an 

important statement that was made at the 

first assembly I attended (Portland, 1975), 

which influenced me to join the community 

later that same year. The statement was 

made by Lillanna Kopp when she said that, 

every time a new person joined the 

community, that person brought new 

insights as to the meaning and nature of 

SFCC. That astonished me since my former 

traditional community had presented an 

image outside of me that I was supposed to 

live up to and to which I had nothing to offer 

except conformity.  

 

As we are becoming more 

international, it is good for 

me to remember her 

statement.   

 

While being faithful to the 

insights Sudden Spring, we 

are called to welcome new 

insights and ways of living 

out our vision that stretch and challenge us 

to new possibilities.   

 

Our 50 year history is living proof that we 

have always tried to do just that. This 

morning I reflected on a section from the 

Ruah Region on listening/obedience. I quote 

the following from them: "We concluded 

that being centered in the Spirit and alert to 

Her whisperings with a listening and open 

heart was the obedience that ruled our 

lives." This should be our guide as we 

ponder what it means to be SFCC today.                    

submitted by Barbara Rice   
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SFCC in 

SPOKANE 

May 1, 2019, 

Madonna Buder 
was inducted into 

the Spokane 

Washington 

Citizen Hall of 

Fame, an award  

of recognition for public service and 

philanthropy.   
 

 

 

 

Six sisters from 

the WEB Region 

met in Our Lady 

of Perpetual 

Help parish in 

Edgewater MD 

on June 15 where Kass Collins is the 

Pastoral Associate in the parish. After the 

Philippine Assembly in January, Kass 

continued on a six-week cruise through 

SE Asia which took her from Singapore to 

Japan with stops in India, Sri Lanka, 

Thailand, Singapore, Vietnam, China, 

 S. Korea and Japan. It was wonderful to 

share Kass’ immersion experience, through 

her narrated slide show, into the peoples and 

cultures of this region.  

 

Nancy Meskill asked prayer for her sister 

and nephew, Barbara and David Reiger, 

both of whom are very ill and have been 

forced to move in with Barbara's daughter 

and husband, all of which is causing some 

chaos in a home where life has been 

disrupted. 
 

There are many sisters in the region who are 

unable to be part of these community 

gatherings: Marcelle Kerezsi recently had 

colon surgery. Claire Frawley, after frequent 

falls, is currently in rehab. Pat Conrad 

completed rehab after a 

lengthy hospital stay for 

heart disease. Agnes Hagen 

remains at Morningside 

facility in a higher level of 

care; Agnes is permanently 

in a wheel chair and has 

increased dementia.  Anne 

Schwarzenboeck moved to 

Assisted Living; Anne has many health 

issues and is in severe pain.  We ask the 

larger community to remember them and all 

our aging and infirm SFCC’s in prayer.   

submitted by Alma O’Brien, RCC 
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Roseanne Plagens  

(Gulf South Region) 

Congratulations as 

Roseanne who celebrates 

her 60th jubilee "in vows." Roseanne 

explains, "My first community did not count 

the three years of formation ("boot camp" as 

I call it) so I have chosen to keep that 

tradition.  The Lord is not counting years 

anyway." 

submitted by Roseanne Plagens 

Sister Betty Waigand, 

East-Central Region, will 

celebrate her 75th Jubilee 

August 13, 2019, at Mass 

at St. Paul’s Retreat Center, Pittsburgh, PA.  

Fifty years ago, Betty renewed her vows 

there, when transferring from the Millvale 

Franciscans to SFCC. 

 

Betty and her Mother Helen attended the 

First SFCC Assembly in Dunrovin.  Without 

a “Becoming Process,” Mom a widow who 

had spent 3 years in a Visitation novitiate 

program, and another woman who had been 

in the Peace Corps made their commitment 

to SFCC. 

submitted by:  Betty Waigand 

 

 

Teri Takken 
celebrate the 

start of her 

retirement 

from the 

Westerhout 

Home for the 

Elderly where 

she was 

chaplain for many years. 

An ecumenical service 

was held in the chapel 

June 23 where the choir, 

Veni Foras performed 

several musical pieces that 

included Gregorian chant, 

Russian Orthodox music, Hildegard van 

Bingen medieval song.    
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NEW ICC TEAM 

 

Affirmed at the 2018 Chicago Assembly, the 

new ICC Team step into their service role 

this month: July, 2019. They are Virgie 

Azcueta, Carmen Gillick and Denise Ware. 

 

May 20, the Team met together at Mother 

Mary Joseph Center in Cherry Hill, New 

Jersey. They chose the Trinity as their 

spiritual guide using Ephesians for their 

scriptural reference.  

 

The Team discussed the guidelines provided 

by the current outgoing team, Rita Yeasted 

and Roberta Kardell. Both teams will meet 

together mid-July just prior to the start of 

their term of service. 

 

The Team may be reached at      

iccsfcc@yahoo.com 

or individually -  

 

Virgie Azcueta: srvirgie@gmail.com 

Carmen Gillick: gillickc3@hotmail.com 

Denise Ware: dcwsfcc@yahoo.com 

 

Anne Schwarzenboeck 

Charlottesville Rehab and Health Center 

505 Rio Road #117 

Charlottesville VA 22901 
 

Andrea Zbiegien 

Email address: 

VSC_58@aol.com 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

INQUIRER 
 

Anne Waithereo 

Muburu, Kenya 

 

Kenya-Tanzania 

Region 
 

Anne attended the 3-

day study retreat at Don Bosco Retreat 

House in Nairobi, Kenya (June 10-13) 

where she interacted with 10 SFCC affiliate 

and affirmed members as they discussed 

Sudden Spring and the SFCC View Book.  

Anne is a deputy principal and also teaches 

Ignatian Spirituality. She is excited about 

both the freedoms and responsibilities that 

are inherent in SFCC.  Anne is being 

mentored by Marta Nyaga and also Virgie 

Azcueta. 

 

mailto:VSC_58@aol.com
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Born in 1981, Anne has a Bachelor’s degree 

in Education (English and Literature) and a 

Masters Degree in Project Planning and 

Management.  Never in a former religious 

community, Anne was happy to participate 

in the SFCC gathering mentioned above.  

She says:  “That All May Be One”:  this 

statement inspires me because we are all one 

in the Spirit and one in the Lord through 

diverse apostolates/missions. 

 

“Serving in the remote area of Kericho, 

Kenya where poverty levels are high, lack of 

water, early marriages and teenage 

pregnancies; I became attracted to the SFCC 

charism and spirituality because I will be 

able to continue serving people. I learnt a lot 

during the SFCC Assembly at the Don 

Bosco Center-Nairobi. It is my hope and 

prayer that God’s will shall continue to 

manifest itself in my discernment journey.  

annemuburu8@gmail.com  
 

INQUIRER 
 

Damaris Muthusi 

Kenya 

Kenya-Tanzania 

Region 

 

Born in 1979, Damaris 

holds a Masters in 

Social Ministry with a 

focus in management from Catholic 

University of Eastern Africa, Nairobi, 

Africa.  Presently a PhD student pursuing 

studies in Social Transformation with a 

focus on Organization Management 
 

Former community: Little Sisters of St 

Joseph (LSSJ)  left in 2015, October 

 

Present work: Lecturer at Tangaza 

University College CUEA 

My interest in SFCC: “my passion to serve 

within the mission of the church as a 

consecrated person is still alive and active.  

Though I left LSSJ I have still been living 

my religious commitment and it will be 

much better if I have a community with 

whom I can journey. I thank god I came into 

contact with SFCC. I have been in search of 

a relevant community and, having read 

about SFCC, I strongly feel that this is what 

has been awaiting me to continue living my 

vocation as a religious” 

dakm20100@gmail.com 

 

INQUIRER 

 

Cecile Mostacho 
Manila Region 
 

Cecile, born in 

1977, holds a 

Bachelor’s degree 

in Secretarial 

Administration 

from St Columban College, Olongapo, 

Philippines.  In 2008 Cecile joined the 

Augustinian Sisters Servants of Jesus and 

Mary and left the community in 2016. 

Presently, Cecile works at Santo Nino 

school as a teacher of English and Religion.  

She is also employed by Genpact, INC in 

their collection department. 
 

Cecile learned about SFCC through Marivic 

Destacamento, sfcc and Lorena Boat, an 

Inquirer with the Manila region and also a 

past member of the Sister Servants of Jesus 

and Mary.  Cecile says, “Sr Lorena told me 

about the mission of SFCC and I realized I 

still want to be productive even though I am 

no longer inside the convent. My eagerness 

and longing to serve others is greater than 

anything else.”  

submitted by Virgie Azcueta 
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INQUIRER 

 

Marie Therese Osorio 

Manila Region 

 

Born in 1965, Marie 

Therese is the 7th child 

in 9 siblings.  After her 

parents died, she was 

legally adopted by her 

uncle on the mother side. 

 

In 1995 Marie Therese joined the Sisters of 

St John the Baptist (Manila, Philippines) and 

took perpetual vows in 2007.  Marie Therese 

left the congregation in 2017 in order “to 

deepen her poverty and prayer life.” She was 

dispensed from her vows in December, 

2018. 

 

Marie Therese holds a Master’s Degree in 

Education, A Master’s Degree in Education 

Management.  While in her former 

congregation, Marie Therese taught high 

school math and science. She also taught 

math and science at the elementary school 

level.  Since leaving her former community, 

Marie Therese has been a tutor and also a 

field interviewer at the Philippines Survey 

and Research Center. 

Marie Therese learned of SFCC from 

Lorena Boat, of her former community and 

who is presently an Inquirer in the SFCC 

Manila Region.  Marie Therese believes 

SFCC will provide “community support to 

deepen her prayer life while being active 

and creative in radical poverty.”  

submitted by Virgie Azcueta 

 

New Affiliates signed their Covenant of 

Affiliation during a 3 day study retreat at 

Don Bosco Retreat House in Nairobi, 

Kenya. During their period as an Inquirer, 

each read Sudden Spring and the SFCC 

Viewbook. At the retreat center they 

discussed and shared insights on both SFCC 

documents. They belong to the Kenya-

Tanzania Region where Columba Thadey, 

SFCC is RCC and Marta Nyaga, SFCC is 

ACC in Kenya where there are 7 Affiliates 

and 9 Inquirers. 
 

 

AFFILIATE 

 

Rebecca Bwari 
Kenya 

 

 

 

 
 

 

AFFILIATE 
 

Christina Mathias 
Tanzania 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFFILIATE 

 

Pauline Muthira 
Kenya 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFFILIATE 

 

Dolline Njagi 
Kenya 
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AFFILIATE 

 

Margaret Nduta 
Kenya 

 

 

 

 

 
 

AFFILIATE 

 

Nancy Ongeri 
Kenya 

 

 

 
 

 

 

AFFILIATE 

 

Everlyne Onyoni 

Kenya 

 

 

 

 
 

 

AFFILIATE 

 

Michelle Oliver 
Sophia Circle 

 

Michelle was formerly 

with the Missionary 

Sisters of the Sacred 

Heart for a period of 8 

years. She entered the 

aspirancy at age 13 and remained with the 

community until she was 21 years. Since 

then, Michelle’s life journey has opened her 

to other denominations. Two years ago she 

spent 6 months as a “live-in” with the 

Benedictines.  Although she did not apply to 

the novitiate, Michelle continued to feel 

called to dedicate herself to God and her 

neighbors.   
 

At this point in life, Michelle’s age is an 

obstacle to traditional canonical community. 

She also has family members who 

frequently rely on her for care. 
 

Michelle is a Licensed Practical Nurse and 

also holds certifications as a Spiritual 

Director and as a Reiki Practioner.  Michelle 

earned a degree in Business Administration 

from New Hampshire University, as well as 

fulfilled all requirements of the State of 

Pennsylvania to be a certified Assisted 

Living Administrator.  Barbara Aydelotte 

(Sophia Region) will serve as SFCC mentor 

through the Becoming Process. 

                       submitted by Karol Jackowski 

 

AFFILIATE 

 

Nimsy Salvador 

Calungsod Region 

 

Born in 1982, Nimsy 

learned about SFCC 

from Marivic 

Destacamento, sfcc 

during their work 

with Risen Savior Mission that implements a 

nutrition program in the remote villages of 

the Bohol region in the Philippines.  Nimsy 

has ministered as a teacher and community 

organize with her former religious 

community, The Handmaids of the House of 

God (Domus Deo Sisters). She has been an 

SFCC Inquirer since 2018. The Calungsod 

Region welcomed Nimsy as a new Affiliate 

at a region gathering June 29. Members of 

the region will journey with her towards 

Affirmation.   

submitted by Virgie Azcueta 
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AFFIRMED 

 

Marta Nyaga 
Kenya-Tanzania Region 
 

Marta became the first 

SFCC in Kenya as she 

pronounced her vows 

and was affirmed into 

full membership June 

12, 2019 at the Don Bosco Retreat House in 

Nairobi.  Marta created 7 small Christian 

communities in different villages and visits 

each weekly.  Marta started a vocation 

school that offers training in computers, 

welding, sewing and hair styling. She is 

currently working with others to formulate a 

proposal to submit to the government to 

purchase 3 acres and build a permanent 

school building.   

 

Marta is a member of the Divine Mercy 

Community Based Organization, which just 

received government certification and is 

recognized as a non profit organization. 

Marta attended the Chicago Assembly July, 

2018 and remains in contact with SFCC 

worldwide through messenger and 

whatsapp.  She is also the SFCCs’ ACC 

(Area Communication Coordinator) for 

Kenya where there are 5 SFCC Affiliates 

and 7 SFCC Inquirers. 

                             submitted by the Archives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clariza Amaca 
            1973-2019 

SFCC: 2017-2019 

Calungsod Region 

Philippines 

 

Clariza was born in 

Caliogan Dalaguete, 

Cebu, Philippines 

where she spent her childhood and attended 

school. At 6 years of age, she promised 

herself to God. Clariza believed it to be a 

private promise; but her mother noticed and, 

during the following years, encouraged 

Clariza in her religious devotions.  Later in 

life, Clariza would say that from her mother, 

she received her piety, serenity and 

generosity. 
 

In 1994 Clariza started studies at University 

of Cebu and later, in 2003 completed a 

Master’s certification in Religious Studies at 

Don Bosco Center of Studies in P’Que City,  

Philippines and the following year began 

studies at the Gregorian University in Rome, 

Italy where she pronounced permanent vows 

with the Missionaries of Jesus the Eternal 

Priest (MGES). 
 

Clariza’s struggle with traditional religious 

life started the day of her entrance.  The 

brochure used by the MGES did not indicate 

that their apostolate in the Philippines was 

primary and secondary level education.  

Clariza believed she was entering a 

congregation that focused on contemplative 

prayer and meeting the survival needs of the 

local poor.  She said nothing, however, 

deciding, instead, to “wait and see.”  Only 2 

months later, when the new school year 

began, as a new postulant she was assigned 
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to teach!  Throughout the months to come, 

Clariza said, “Almost every day upon  

returning inside the convent from the school 

or office I couldn’t help but cry because I 

couldn’t understand my exhaustion as if all 

my energy was being sipped and my only 

relief was Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 

There I’m relieved and invigorated once 

again. I’m so open to my superiors and so 

they knew what I was going through. I used 

to consult or asked opinion from them why 

I’m feeling that way. For them it was just a 

strong temptation.”  And so it went for the 

next 13 years. 

Then Clariza was assigned to care with 

others in her community the elderly priests 

of the diocese.  Clariza was thrilled but 

quickly realized that she needed to work 

among the poor on the streets and in the 

villages. She was given a 4 month leave to 

spend with her family and discern what 

would be next in her life. During this period 

of discernment, Clariza became completely 

convinced that she must be “God’s 

instrument of mercy to everyone in need at 

any time and in any place.  She wondered if 

a religious community existed that would 

permit such freedom to determine and 

implement individually discerned ministry. 

Clariza learned about SFCC soon after and 

became involved with the members of the 

Calungsod Region in the Cebu area. She was 

welcomed as an Inquirer in 2015, signed the 

Covenant of Affiliation a year later and was 

affirmed into full membership in April, 2017 

at the Philippines Interregional Assembly.  

She was very excited to be able to attend the 

Baltimore Assembly in 2017 in order to 

meet SFCC from the USA.  In the 

Philippines, she pursued the desire to live as 

a hermit and respond to the needs of those 

around her.  Unfortunately, before Clariza 

could begin this life and ministry, cancer 

claimed her focus and energies in 2018. In 

less than a year the cancer spread. Unable to 

afford medical treatment, Clariza  

succumbed to cancer at her family home  

June 22, 2019.  SFCC was represented by 

members of the Calungsod and Manila 

Regions. 

submitted by the Archives 
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Maureen O’Sullivan 
            1922-2019 

SFCC: 1981-2019 

 

Maureen qualified as a 

nurse and midwife in the 

1940s and first served as 

a District Nurse in 

Cabara, Dublin. 

 

In 1949, she went to Nigeria where she 

worked as a nurse where she trained many 

nurses and midwives, as well as opened 

maternity centers and clinics in rural areas.  

She returned to Ireland in 1964 to care for 

her elderly parents. During this time she 

helped to reorganize a local diocesan 

hospital in danger of losing government 

certification.   

 

1978-1989 Maureen returned to Nigeria 

after her mother’s death because the pull of 

the missions was so strong.  Later she also 

ministered in South Africa where she 

worked as a nurse and midwife.  

 

Maureen was a member of the Little 

Companions of Mary before she joined 

SFCC in 1981.  For many years she and 

SFCC, Eileen Murphy worked tirelessly 

among the addicts at Cuan Mhuire, Athy. 

Cuan Mhuire, which is Ireland’s largest 

voluntary provider of rehabilitation 

treatment for individuals suffering from 

addiction and other related issues. 

                               submitted by the archives 

    with the help of Ellen Frances Lenihan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At early Assemblies, Lillanna Kopp was 

often asked to relate the series of events that 

led to the emergence of SFCC.  Eventually, 

Lillanna put her memories to paper in the 

booklet, From Seed to Tender Seedling.  

What follows is taken directly from her 

original typewritten pages presented at the 

Assembly in Colorado Springs, Colorado, 

1976. 

                      -------------------- 

This brief analysis of our SFCC surfacing 

was prepared specifically for the Assembly 

’76 orientation get together.  Perhaps these 

musings will show you how you’re your 

own personal search for community 

parallels our common searching, will help 

you in your counseling of persons inquiring 

about new forms of Christ-commitment, and 

better acquaint you with this particular 

movement of the holy Spirit over the 

troubled waters of these times.  

 

Our sharings here supplement the one-page 

PROFILE OF THE SISTERS FOR 

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY: … to provide 

answers to questions about WHO we are, 

emerging as a wholly new experience and 

expression of the consecrated life in the 

Church, HOW we see ourselves as differing 

from the Sisters of the traditional apostolic 

congregations, WHERE we believe Sisters 

will be serving the Christian community in 

the future, and WHAT collective or 

commonly held charisms, convictions, 

dreams, and determinations drew us together 

from every continent in the world. 

Spotlighted in these few pages, then, will be 

the forces which propel us in the pioneering 

of a wholly new-style sisterhood whose 

membership explosion, over half a thousand 
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in our first six years, 

already attests, 

hopefully, to inner 

spiritual vitality and 

a strengthening 

presence in the Post-

Vatican II era. 

 

The Vision That 

Called Forth Our 

Presence 

We are all well aware that the responses to 

the call of the Holy Spirit to put the new 

wine of AGGIORNAMENTO into wholly 

new wine skins for new times, range along 

the continuum whose extreme poles are 

open-hearted readiness and closed-minded 

resistance.  On this continuum, SISTERS 

FOR CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY can be 

identified as women who live consistently 

on the cutting-edge of readiness, - women 

who recognized early that the vision of 

Vatican II called for comparably fresh 

structures consonant with the new insights. 

It was the force of this new Vatican II vision 

and its demands for new skins for new wine 

that called SFCC into being – that planted 

the SEED…  

 

Knowledge of the terrible waste caused by 

the spirit-abrasive exodus from world 

sisterhoods served as a much needed catalyst 

or cataclysmic force: the freeze, the drench, 

the scorch that would wrench into sprout-

stage the first Sister For Christian 

Community, so named. 

 

In the inexplicable 

design of life, I was one 

American Sister 

sociologist inextricably 

caught up in writing and 

lecturing on the Vatican 

II inspired structural 

renewal of Sisterhoods – 

on their needed 

metamorphosis from top heavy, work-

oriented, person-manipulating bureaucratic 

congregations INTO person-oriented. Spirit-

directed, collegial communities of co-equal, 

co-responsible women penetrating the total 

culture with Christian values rather than 

concentrating on corporate apostolates. It 

was possible to present this message 

personally to thousands of Sisters in the 

United States and Canada at their Chapters 

of Renewal or at Diocesan Sisters” 

Councils.  Another communication 

opportunity I relished was being co-editor of 

TRANS-SISTER, the first grass-roots, cross 

congregational nuns-to-nuns newsletter on 

renewal. Some congregations I visited knew 

they were too big bureaucratically or too 

small, too old, or too entrenched in tradition 

to weather out the turmoil of renewal.  I was 

particularly overwhelmed, however, when 

administrators spoke honestly about the loss 

of some of their finest Sisters: spiritually 

mature, professionally competent, vocation-

gifted women who felt “called” to leave. But 

“called” to WHAT beyond the leaving?  I 

often wondered. 

 

After several years on the Chapter and 

Renewal circuit, the collective impact of 

problems within Sisterhoods pressed heavily 

The enormity of the internal erosion caused 

by pouring the new wine of Vatican II into 

old skins, or the affixing of a new patch to 

an old garment and calling the process 

renewal, drew me to dream continuously 

about the possibility of a wholly new pattern 

of the consecrated life – a fresh start without 

the rents and patches. 

 

A glow of joy began to overlay my 

apprehensions about renewal. It arose from 

an increasing awareness that in every 

congregation I visited there were other 

Sisters likewise envisioning a wholly new 

style Sisterhood – a world-wide unity that 

embodied from its inception the inspirations 
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of Vatican II, and the ongoing advances in 

the theology of consecrated life based not on 

centuries of cultural accretions, but on the 

Gospels alone.  I kept wondering: could 

THESE Sisters and THOSE already in 

exodus be brought, somehow, into 

communication and unity?  Could our 

mutual dreams be a shared reality? Was the 

Holy Spirit gathering all of us, even at the 

moment, into a spiritual unity that 

transcends 

distances?  It 

seemed so. 

 

Feeling closely 

identified with 

these yet nameless, 

like-minded, twin-

spirited women 

soon to be co-

foundresses of a new world Sisterhood, I 

took pen to paper on behalf of all of us and 

sketched out in broad strokes the parameters 

of what I envisioned as our common 

charisms for unity in Christ.  This the 

PROFILE took shape.  In March, 1970, it 

was published in TRANS-SISTER, and the 

news began pulsing out to waiting Sisters 

everywhere.  The seed had broken free! 

 

The Risks that Summoned All Our Courage: 

And thus the gathering and re-gathering of 

hundreds of Sisters into 

a warm, loving, 

 caring and simple 

spiritual unity was under 

way.  Strangely, because 

never so-planned nor 

anticipated, the second 

member of SFCC, and  

small number scattered through the 

membership thereafter, was what we now 

designated as a Dual Member.  That is the 

descriptive of persons who have retained 

membership in their traditional 

congregations, but are so convinced of the 

need of SFCC that they have been 

wholeheartedly involved as co-pioneers 

sharing the risks involved in cutting a new 

path, blazing a new trail, creating new 

patterns and helping demonstrate the 

authenticity of this fresh expression of 

consecrated life by being bridges between 

old patterns and the new.. 

 

This spiritual journey was demanded of 

most members; however, separation from a 

still loved congregation, the isolation and 

solitude of celibacy without a close by 

celibate community, a new expression of 

poverty and obedience requiring self-

support, taxes, insurance payments, personal 

responsibility for a home, meals, education, 

spiritual enrichment, travel, medical needs, 

retirement, even burial.  So, it was by 

explicit design, that the opening lines of 

these historical notes referred to the “saga of 

our SFCC surfacing.”  The archives of our 

young community already swell with 

personal adventures of saga proportions. 

 

 

provided by the archives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send all content for Issue 1 to atasfcc@yahoo.com on or before September 30. 

 


