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July 15-19, 2018 
 

WELCOME TO CHICAGO 
THAT ALL MAY BE ONE 

 

Holiday Inn – Midway  

Hotel Registration Information: 

The Holiday Inn – Midway has put into 

effect a different registration procedure than 

what is on the last page of the previous 

edition of the ATA.  Starting immediately, 

call the hotel directly at 708 – 563 – 6490.  

Ignore the choices on the recorded message 

and wait until it says you will be connected 

to the operator.  Tell the operator that you 

want to make a reservation with the Sisters 

For Christian Community group conference 

in July.  

If you plan to come before July 15 

and/or stay after the Assembly:  

Call Alexis Romeo at 708 – 325 – 7089.  

She is the sales manager for our conference.  

She is authorized to allow the $125.00 room 

rate for an extended stay.  

The staff at the Holiday Inn has been 

very accommodating and are looking 

forward to having the sisters at their hotel. 

Assembly Registration:   

Registration form near the end of this issue.   

 

“Every community gathering must be 

carefully prepared, whether it is a meal, a 

liturgy, a week end, a sharing, or a holiday 

celebration.  Each of these can be an 

occasion of wonder and awe.  When 

something unexpected happens during a 

celebration – as it often does – we become 

conscious of a moment of grace for the 

community and a moment of the presence of 

God, a deeper silence; our hearts are 

touched.”  - John Vanier, Community and 

Growth,” page 171 
 

Sisters, please visit and interview on your 

iPads or tablets sisters in your regions / 

areas, especially those who are elderly and 

those who are not able to attend assemblies.  

Ask them to share their ministries, their 

passions, etc.  We want to share the stories 

this coming summer. 

 

As we learn this summer in Chicago the 

stories of our sisters and their ministries, our 

hearts will be touched as we realize how our 

sisters over the years have spread Christian 

Community throughout their local 

communities and the world. What a blessing 

to be part of Sisters For Christian 

Community! 

 
Assembly 2018 Team Members and contact 

information are listed on the Member Page 

of the SFCC Website:  

www.sfccinternational.org 

http://www.sfccinternational.org/
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Planning ahead . . . 

 

FUTURE ASSEMBLIES beyond 2018 
 

International Assembly 2019 

 
January 24-28, 2019 

 

Location:   

Fray Juan Clemente Holistic Center 

Pasay City, Philippines 

 

Assembly Registration Fee: $50.00. 

Paid in US$    

Make Check to Sr. Virgie Azcueta  

and send to
Sr. Virginia S. Azcueta, SFCC 

6112 Morning Calm Way 

Columbia, MD 21045 USA 

(She will bring Registration forms to the 

2018 Assembly in Chicago.) 

 

Room Rates: 

Pay at 2019 Assembly site  

   in Philippine Pesos (Ph). 

(Approximate, updated rates in US$) 

Double occupancy rooms:  

   Two persons: about US$37.00/night 

 (~ US$18.50 each/night) 

   Three persons: add ~ US$9.00/night 

 = about ~US$46 for room/night 

 (~ US$15.34 each/night)  

Room rates include Breakfast. 

 

Lunch, Supper, Snacks (Buffet Style): 

Pay at 2019 Assembly site in Ph Pesos. 

(Approximate rates in US$) 

About $15.00/day: 

   Lunch:   $4.50/day;  

   Supper:  $4.50/day (except Gala Dinner) 

   Morning Snack:  $3.00 

   Afternoon Snack: $3.00 

   Gala Dinner:  $5.50 

 

More information will be posted on the  

SFCC website: www.sfccinternational.org 

International Assembly 2020 

50th Jubilee of SFCC 

Kansas City, MO or KS, USA 

Dates: to be announced 

____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Desert and 

Mountain Region 

participated in a 

delightful weekend on 

January 26, 27, and 

28 in Scottsdale, 

Arizona.  Present 

were: Fran Campbell, 

Lorraine Castelein, Suzanne Dunn, Jeannette 

Love, Rose Miles, Pat Mitchell, and Pat 

Mullen.  Absent were: Barbara Crummit, 

Barbara Donahue and Therese Martin. 

 

Friday evening was story-telling time and 

the most significant stories came from 

Suzanne, Jeannette and to a degree, Fran, 

each of whom we all know is not a drama 

queen, but their recent experiences during 

the overwhelming California fires and 

cataclysmic rain-induced mudslides right in 

their back yards, provided us with dramatic 

images and concerns.  We were ever so 

delighted that all three women could be with 

us this weekend.  Although the frightful 

memories will remain with them for a long 

time, no doubt, being together this weekend 

was healing for each of them.   

 

Suzanne led our Saturday morning prayer 

and Jeannette facilitated our discussion 

relative to our SFCC motto: “That all may 

be one” providing the video “Native 

American Wisdom – One with the Universe 
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Giving and Receiving Love,” 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=ENRiiog38Ak.   

 

Fran posed the question: “Do we SFCC give 

witness to oneness?”  Her question led us 

into a spontaneous discussion, re: SFCC 

divisiveness as made manifest during the 

2017 Assembly regarding a Chicago 

Assembly.  Our group discussion expanded 

into the following additional questions 

which we decided to pose to the entire 

community: 

- What is it that keeps us together?  

- What is our purpose and are we true to that 

purpose? 

- Is our founding principle still relevant and 

do we embody it at the regional and 

assembly level? 

- What is our life force?  How do we choose 

to give witness to it? 

- Are we the seed and seedling envisioned 

by Lillanna Kopp? 

 

“Why are we asking these questions?” we 

asked ourselves.  Our response?  The 

polarization that is manifesting itself in the 

United States and in other nations seems to 

be making itself visible in SFCC at all 

levels.  When there is disagreement between 

SFCC members, we support that it be 

handled in a respectful way. 

 

Much of Saturday afternoon was devoted to 

Social Justice, and the topic of the Opioid 

Crisis in the US.  

 

Our discussion of community business 

focused on the one proposal in the most 

recent All to All.   

     We, as a region, do not support the 

proposal for these reasons: 

1. Wearing a habit is not in harmony with 

the founding principle of SFCC.  (See 

Archive’s article in this issue under 

Proposals & Recommendations.) 

2. A habit is not required for employment 

by the Church or by the private and the 

public sector. 

3. Wearing a habit gives the public the 

erroneous impression that we are a 

community that wears a religious habit.  
Submitted by Pat Mullen 

 

 

 
 

Lorenzo de Manila Regional Gathering 

January 7, 2018 

Venue: Fray Juan Holistic Center 

 

Present: Ma. Angelita de la Cruz, Fidelmarie 

Avanzado, Ma. Cornelia Santos, Rosa 

Ocampo, Fe Aguilar, Virgie Azcueta, 

Florida Cadenas (Yesu Marie region) 

Affiliate: Lorenza Rubin Pagola 

Inquirers: Jesusa de Real, Rosalinda 

Cadenas (Yesu Marie region) Ma. Luisa 

Asuncion 

Absent: Marivic Cotiamco 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ENRiiog38Ak
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We started with the Affiliation Covenant 

Prayer Service at 10:30 am. Florida and 

Rosalinda joined us from Yesu Marie region 

as the region was not able to meet due to the 

martial law in Mindanao.  Both inquirers 

first introduced themselves to the 

community.  Then they signed the 

Affiliation Covenant.  A copy of Sudden 

Spring was given to each one.  Everyone 

gave a warm welcome to the new affiliates.  

(Biodata in a separate page with their photo) 
 

Then we had a joyous potluck lunch with 

Christmas exchange gifts.  A late inquirer 

arrived and joined us for lunch.  Everyone 

introduced themselves to the newcomers.  

We discussed our trip to Naval to attend the 

inter-regional assembly on April 19-23 

hosted by the Calungsod region. 

 

In the afternoon the affirmed members met 

again for discernment on the Affiliates 

asking for affirmation.  We adjourned at 

3:00 pm and our sisters from Yesu Marie 

region flew back to Cagayan de Oro while 

the rest of us took different buses to return 

to our respective homes. 
Submitted by Virgie Azcueta 

 

Martha, 

Yolanda 

and I, 

along 

with the 

other 

folks 

here and in the world, are doing our best to 

adapt to the cold.  We discovered that the 

space heaters we use are not energy-saving!   

 

This year will be a turning point for us, as 

Scarlett, who has worked with us for 10 

years in the grant program, is planning to 

return to the U.S. with her husband and 

child.  The process will take at least a year, 

so by July of 2019 the family may be in 

Georgia.  For this reason we are thinking of 

the future of this 501c3 whose base is in 

Austin, TX.  At present we are helping 73 

students continue their studies.  We’ve had 

this program since February of 2003, and we 

are proud of the 100 graduates who now 

have a profession.  We want to find 

someone who can work with both Scarlett 

and me, learn the ropes, and come with a 

fresh perspective.  The person, of course, 

needs to be bilingual or willing to learn 

Spanish.  With all of the folks being 

deported, maybe someone will be coming to 

our area or want to come and would love to 

work with us.  The ways of Providence hold 

surprises, as we all know.  If you know 

someone who might like to participate in 

this venture, could you pass on the message? 
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Thanks.  By the next All-To-All we may 

have a soup kitchen in the parish, thanks to 

Yolanda.   

 

Our priest administrator 

will be installed as pastor 

on Feb. 4, a development 

we’d been praying for.   

 

Let’s keep praying with 

and for each other.  

Thanks.   
Submitted by Fran Smith 

 

(See information and picture of Yolanda in 

the Becoming Process section of this issue.) 

 

 

Letter from our 
 

 

 

December, 2017 

 

I received the ATA and saw that the 

Assembly of 2019 will be in the Philippines. 

I'll think of going ...  
 

I have been following the news about the 

terrible fires in California; the same 

happened in Portugal, which killed 106 

people hundreds of houses, business and 

animals - it was very bad. 

 

I continue to do my volunteer work: 

Sanctuary of Fatima, Catechesis, preparing 

adults for baptism, visiting the sick, and 

Holy Communion and social work.  It has 

been enough; but, at the same time, it is a 

way to contribute to the Kingdom of God. 

God Bless, 

Maria Rosa Ferreira 

 

 

October 

27~29, 

2017 
 

Continued 

from Vol. 

48, Issue 2  

[During the South Central Region gathering 

of October 27-29, 2017, Juanita Martinez 

and Odessa Stanford from Houston, Patricia 

Morris from Georgetown, Ann Pennington 

from Austin, Sylvia Schmidt from San 

Antonio, and Alison McCrary visiting from 

New Orleans raised questions while 

discussing Lillanna Kopp’s challenges in 

Sudden Spring, using the Commentary on 

Sudden Spring by Ann Pennington.  The 

following is a continuation of the discussion 

on Saturday, followed by the rest of the 

meeting.]   

 

Lillanna set forth three components 

necessary to adopt the culture of the group:  

1 Affection, warm and accepting 

atmosphere.  

2 Communication, a give and take sharing 

of information.  

3 Interaction characterized by mutuality 

and cooperative actions (SS p. 65).  (Some 

members felt these components are 

sometimes lacking at Assembly 

discussions.) 



 

 

ATA Vol. 48 Issue 3 Feb.-Mar. 2018 6 

We noted that Lillanna set up SFCC 

according to how she saw the needs of 

American Women’s Personality Type. (SS 

pp. 66, 67.)  We wondered about 

“Personalities” from other countries.  Are 

they the same or do we need to note some 

differences?  

 

On Pgs. 73,74, 76 of Sudden Spring Lillanna 

discusses the 6th state sisters who internalize 

and act upon the values and goals of 

Christianity despite personal and social 

risks, who grow a global consciousness and 

confront practice of unjust domination of 

persons.  She says it is a gradual and life-

long process through which we discover 

more about God’s reality and our own 

reality.  These words and the quote from the 

Old Testament at the beginning of Ch. VI, 

pp. 84-88 of SS stating “God called forth 

prophets to confront or criticize the political 

or religious leaders,” led to a discussion of 

what does it mean to be called to be 

prophetic, to be called to a prophetic life.  

We determined that we would look at how it 

was discussed in the Profile as time was up 

and it was time to go to lunch. 

 

Saturday afternoon we held 

our business meeting.  Ann 

Pennington, Odessa and 

Alison all participated in 

reporting on the Assembly.  

They passed out the form for 

the Memoir Project, talked about the next 

2018 Assembly in Chicago, 7/15-19, and the 

Assembly in the Philippines 1/24-28, 2019.  

They gave a report on the decision for 

Companion Members, went through the ICC 

report and showed the Power Point 

presentation of the African Sisters to the 

Assembly.  They reviewed how to get on the 

website and reminded everyone what the 

password is.  We talked about the possibility 

of Streaming our Regional meetings to the 

sisters who can’t be present.  Allison 

demonstrated how easy it is using the App 

Zoom and we may try it at our next 

Regional which will be in the Spring, 

hopefully at Cedarbrake Retreat Center.  

Patricia will call and find out about dates.  

We adjourned for Mass and Dinner and 

Recreation. 

 

Sunday morning we held a short meeting 

and prayer service conducted by Juanita in 

honor of the Day of the Dead.  The 

discussion continued about Lillanna’s vision 

for SFCC and Patricia asked if we wanted to 

consider a Proposal that all the Regions do 

an in depth study of Sudden Spring and the 

Commentary before the 2020 Assembly that 

could be expanded as the agenda of the 2020 

Assembly, asking ourselves how we should 

be expressing these values and goals today, 

that Lillanna set forth in Sudden Spring 40 

years ago.  The members asked time to think 

about this as a Proposal.  Decision will be 

made through correspondence.   

 

It was decided at our Spring 2018 Regional 

we would continue our discussion of the 

Commentary of Sudden Spring, CH 6 & 7.  

Meeting adjourned and we all headed for 

home until the next time. 
Submitted by Patricia Morris 

 

 

We met January 

13th at the Coco’s 

Restaurant in 

Riverside. 

Attending were 

Christine 

Bellefontaine, 

Patrice Bennett, Gloria Galvan, Ada 

Geraghty, Lucinda Girard, Jo Grady, 

Guadalupe Moore, Peggy Ramsden and two 

guests, Amelia Baliling and Laura Davis. 
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Everyone introduced themselves and told a 

bit about their ministries for the benefit of 

the two newcomers.  Amelia was a guest of 

Jo Grady and Laura was a guest of Gloria.  

 

Lucinda (RCC) handed out information 

forms that we are to send in to the SFCC 

archives.  She and Peggy brought books for 

us to consider purchasing for discussion in 

the group.  We settled on The Divine Dance 

by Richard Rohr.  

 

Lucinda provided copies of a prayer and 

everyone joined in with their particular 

petitions.  Margaret Castro, who could not 

attend, sent word that an aunt, Lucy Duron 

died on January 3, and a cousin, Carlos Felix 

died on January 7.  We remembered them 

and prayed for all people who are sick right 

now recovering from the flu and surgeries, 

the California fires and mud slides and 

especially for world peace and our 

government.   
 

The next meeting will be March 10th.   
Submitted by Jo Grady 

 

Addition:  We are grateful to all who prayed 

for the recovery of Jo Grady (Prayer 

Requests, Issue 2).  Her presence with us 

seemed miraculous. 
Submitted by Peggy Ramsden 

 

 

We are 

scattered 

geographically.  

Gathering often, 

as in the past, is 

hard for reasons of distance, health, and 

travel.  We try to keep in touch and value 

our unity and friendship.  We rejoice that 

Gertrude O. Bassey spent Christmas with 

family in Nigeria, celebrating her mother's 

birthday and slow recovery from stroke.  

Barb Bayzik is 

transitioning following 

her father's death Dec. 

19.  Barb cared for him 

for seven years.  Anne 

Brotherton is on "slow 

time", but with us in 

sharp spirit.  Others are 

perking along. 
Submitted by Lucy Comer 

 

 

It was all smiles as we put Entebbe 

International airport at a standstill with our 
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shrieks of jubilation, welcoming Sister 

Justine from Antigonish, Canada.  She 

arrived few minutes before midnight by 

Brussels airlines on December 30th.  Present 

were Sisters Priscilla Kyarisiima, Vastina 

Tusingwire, and friends Boniface 

Turyahikayo, Lucia Musimenta, Judith 

Twinobusingye and Mr. Joseph Matovu the 

driver. 

We drove to Justine’s 

apartment and celebrated 

her coming to wee hours.  

After having a good rest 

we proceeded to have 

breakfast and the meeting 

thereafter.  The meeting 

started with a prayer by 

Sister Vastina Tusingwire.  

The prayer was quite a long one as she 

thanked God narrating all the blessings we 

had for the last six months.  Among the 

blessings was the glorious farewell to the 

mother of Sr. Priscilla. 
 

Then the meeting proceeded with Sr. 

Priscilla narrating to us all that had taken 

place at the Baltimore assembly and the rich 

presentations, prayers and solidarity with 

love shown to one another.  Our response 

was that we continue with the lead in 

navigating the African waters so that the 

community can progressively benefit.  We 

decided to make a small newsletter that 

would involve pertinent issues and relevant 

coordinates for successful sailing in Africa.  
 

We were very much encouraged by the 

presentation of Sr. Roberta Kardell at the 

assembly who gave special recognition for 

the new birth of SFCC in Africa.  Indeed we 

were encouraged to learn that our presence 

in Africa was discussed in the assembly 

considering its meaning to us and to the 

SFCC in general in view of finding a ‘way 

for SFCC, as a total community, to 

participate in constructing a future in 

Africa’.  

Thanks to all you Sisters for your prompt 

response to this noble mission.  We have 

received from you prayers, visits, letters, 

cards, telephone calls, in support of our 

ministries.  With that support Justine is 

equipped to serve better, a new school for 

the children of refugees and immigrants is 

springing up, groups of women are forming 

and receiving counselling amidst difficult 

times in their families and soon a one room 

health unit will give services; at the 

forefront of this emerging strength are 

several generous SFCCs, to whom we are 

most grateful.  
 

We were also happy to 

learn about the love and 

respect Sisters accord to 

us by appreciating our 

humble courageous 

living.  Rating ourselves 

by Ugandan standards we 

are well educated and we 

would be carrying heavy purses if we only 

cared about own personal needs.  On the 

contrary we have chosen the humbling 

dignified role of giving to the poor the little 

we are, the little we have and the little we 

receive so that they may live better lives.   
 

We concluded being grateful to God for the 

Baltimore International Assembly in which 

Sisters For Christian Community fully 

embraced Africa; a continent that 

billionaires are obsessed with as they 

continue to plunder and abuse.  Ironically 

more money and riches leave Africa to the 

well to do first class nations than Africa 

receives.  What Good News!!  SFCC right 

moment to soothe Africa and construct it 

with the mission of Jesus.  Indeed we will be 

privileged to fulfil the prophetic wish of 

Sister Evelyn Mattern who 25 years ago 

wished SFCC to use its resources and 

imagination to attain the international 

growth as we celebrate the Golden Jubilee.   
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Thanks to you Sisters Roberta and Rita and 

all for using your imagination and resources 

to achieve and sustain the International 

dream with God’s grace. 
 

We then moved to the visit of Sister Virgie 

Azcueta, she came, she saw and gave 13 

women 13 goats and got a name Natukunda 

meaning she loves us.  Her visit was another 

sign how solidarity can roll out.  Her 

presence with Sr. Priscilla at the Fatima 

centenary celebrations by the former 

community of Sr. Priscilla where she served 

as Superior General shined SFCC as a 

community for the future of religious life in 

Africa.   
 

We reflected on the joyful event of Sr. 

Justine Naturinda and her course in 

Development leadership at Coady 

International Institute.  She explained the 

joy and skills she got from the course.  She 

explained how her ministry had been a cause 

of headache because she was dealing with 

issues she could not fully comprehend.  At 

Coady she was schooled in the art of 

tussling with development problems without 

being hurt or hurting those you serve. 
 

Finally, looking at the 

Chicago Assembly 2018 

and Manila Assembly 

2019 we would love to 

participate in both of 

them and be represented 

but we might not attend 

any of them.  We need 

prayers.          Submitted by Vastina Tusingwire 

____________________________________ 

 

Alice Johnson 
(Anawim) in Ottawa 

Canada sent us a New 

Year gift:  “My prayers 

will be united with 

yours, and especially on 

Thursday, January 18, when the Holy Mass 

is celebrated here at St. 

Elizabeth Church for the 

Sisters For Christian 

Community.  Love and 

appreciate you.  Alice 

Johnson 

 

Marie Tougas celebrates her 70 Years 

Jubilee!  She wrote:  “I arrive at 70 yrs. of 

Religious Life on Feb. 

14. 2018.  The Rev. 

Mother sent me a 

valentine heart, saying 

“You are God's 

Valentine.”  Ironically, 

this year instead of 

special meals and of 

course, chocolates, we 

will have ashes, fasting and almsgiving. 

Quite unique.  We are ever grateful Jesus 

won for us all Eternal Life, by His death and 

Resurrection. Alleluia!”  Congratulations, 

Marie!   

 

In December 2017 the 

people in the 

neighborhood of Erlinda 

Lanigao (Calungsod 

Region) experienced the 

devastation of their 

homes and belongings 

being swept away after 

flash flooding and a 

swollen river after typhoon Urduja.  

Quickly, Erlinda became busy at the 

evacuation center and reported that many 

people had nothing to sleep on.  Catholic 

Relief Services and a 

television network came to 

provide assistance with 

food, clothing, medicines, 

etc.  With the next typhoon 

Vinta, on Christmas day, 

the house of Florida 

Cadenas (Yesu Marie 

Region) in Cagayan de 
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Oro, West Mindanao, Philippines, was 

flooded.   

 

  
Two SFCCs were recently featured in one 

Global Sisters Report, a subsidiary of the 

National Catholic Reporter: 

 

Margaret Gonsalves 
(India, WEB Region) 

wrote an insightful and 

challenging article, 

“Consecrated, not 

Religious”:   

 

 

Madonna Buder 
(Northwest 

Region) the “Iron 

Nun” was 

interviewed about 

why she runs 

triathlon 

marathons.   

 

See these articles at:   

http://globalsistersreport.org/column/spiritua

lity/life-consecrated-not-religious-51681; 

http://globalsistersreport.org/blog/q/spiritual

ity/q-sr-madonna-buder-famous-running-

ironman-triathlons-51696 

 

Christella Emano (Gulf South) and the 

much-praised choir she directs at Our Lady 

of Perpetual Help School in Kenner, 

Louisiana have performed at the Omni 

Royal Hotel in New Orleans and other 

venues throughout the holiday season.   

 
 

 
 

 

Calling Forth a New ICC Team 

 

As announced in the previous ATA issue:  

It is time for the community to consider 

calling forth a new team to serve as our 

International Communication Coordinators.  

Rita Yeasted and Roberta Kardell are in the 

second year of their second 3-year term.  

They will serve for one more year and help 

the new team to transition in this service 

role.   

 

It is the responsibility of each member of the 

community to prayerfully discern with their 

region possible individuals who will be 

willing to serve the community in this 

capacity.  All recommendations should be 

submitted to the ATA for the next issue in 

order to give the community at large time to 

evaluate the recommendations.  

 

So far, 

Carmen 

Gillick and 

Virgie 

Azcueta 

have offered 

to serve as 

the next ICC 

team.  Their offer was in Issue 2.   

http://globalsistersreport.org/column/spirituality/life-consecrated-not-religious-51681
http://globalsistersreport.org/column/spirituality/life-consecrated-not-religious-51681
http://globalsistersreport.org/blog/q/spirituality/q-sr-madonna-buder-famous-running-ironman-triathlons-51696
http://globalsistersreport.org/blog/q/spirituality/q-sr-madonna-buder-famous-running-ironman-triathlons-51696
http://globalsistersreport.org/blog/q/spirituality/q-sr-madonna-buder-famous-running-ironman-triathlons-51696
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Opportunity: 

 

Weavers of Hope 

Villa Garcia, 

Zacatecas, Mexico 

 

Weavers of Hope 

grant program is looking for someone with 

an enthusiasm for adventure, someone who 

would love to learn about another culture or 

possibly walk with one's own people.  We 

need a bilingual person to work with the 

Weavers of Hope grant program, 

discovering how it works, what the needs 

are, and bringing a fresh perspective to all.  

Know someone you can invite?  Contact 

Fran at:  emily38smith@gmail.com. 

 

 
SFCC E-mail Group:  Contact Fran 

Campbell if you want to join: 

francampbell@yahoo.com 
____________________________________ 
 

Clariza Amaca 
(Calungsod 

Region), who was 

diagnosed in 

February 2017 

with stage 2 

breast cancer and 

has chosen 

holistic treatment. 

 

Barbara Bayzik (Sunbelt), for her father 

John J. Bayzik who passed away at age 98 

on Dec. 19, 2017, and for Barb’s transition 

after caring for him for the past seven years.   
 

Joan Cameroni (East Central), for her 

health problems and possible surgery for her 

vision.   
 

Margaret Castro (Southern California), for 

her aunt, Lucy Duron who died on January 

3, and her cousin, Carlos Felix, who died on 

January 7.   

Suzanne Friedmann, who is still 

recovering from infections after heart 

surgery and may need a third clean-out-the-

infection surgery.  (See request for her 

caregiver, Lydia Plastas, below.) 

 

Marion Hicks (Sophia Circle), who was 

hospitalized on Dec. 21, 2017 for multiple 

issues including heart attack and severe 

infection.   

 

Juanita Martinez (South Central), whose 

dear brother “Bardo,” Bardomiano S. 

Martinez Jr. passed away on November 20, 

2017.   

 

Laurinda Mayer (East Central, in 

Honduras), for healing of her damaged left 

hip area (Dec. 12, 2017) and for her safety 

and safety of the clinic people and town 

during worsening chaos in violence in a land 

already suffering from poverty and violence.   

 

Lydia Plastas, for recovery from rotator 

cuff surgery on January 31, 2018.   

 

Mary Jane Strauch (Gulf South), for 

recovery from surgery on Dec. 21, 2017 to 

put stint in her leg to help circulation and for 

other health issues.   

 

Teri Takken (Benelux, in Netherlands) for 

recovery from surgery on her shoulder on 

January 8, 2018 for damage that resulted 

from prior orthopedic surgery.   

 

Marie Tougas asks prayers for her beloved 

sister-in-law Monique Tougas who passed to 

eternity on February 3, 2018 and for family 

members who cared for her and will miss 

her.  

 

For all affected by natural disasters, 

including flooding and landslides in the 

Philippines, fires and mudslides in 

California. 
______________________________________________________ 
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Send Contact Changes for website Directory 

to FranCampbell@yahoo.com or the 

new Archives e-address below: 

 

 
 

Boyd, Darlene 

Zip: 47715 

srdarlene@twc.com 

 

Cameroni, Joan 

27 Time to Bid Rd.  

Country Place Box 92  

DuBois, PA 15801 

H: 814-661-8760 

 

Chouinard, Pauline 

C: 727-831-9057 

choinardp35@gmail.com 

 

Donahue, Barbara 

210 N. Maguire Ave. #412 

Tucson, AZ 85710 

H: 520-445-6454 

C: none 

martindon@cox.net 

 

Frawley, Claire 

Apt. 238 

H: 571-528-9526  

 

Hamm, Judy 

4932 Eaglewood Rd., Apt. A 

Boynton Beach, FL 33436-4070 

Hicks, Marion 

St. Martha Villa 

490 Manor Avenue, Apt. 14 

Downington, PA 19335 

229-216-0022 

 

Hicks, Sylvia 

103-824 6th St. 

Nelson, BC V1L 2Z2  

CANADA 

H: 778-463-2221 

C: 250-505-0102 

sylx@paxc2c2c.com 

 

Holzer, Janet 

jmholzer359@gmail.com 

 

Jacobs, Florence 

#617  12720 - 111 Avenue 

Edmonton, Alberta  T5M 3X3 

CANADA 

 

Kardell, Roberta 

kardellroberta28@gmail.com 

 

Kochan, Theresa 

E-mail:  None 

 

Kerezsi, Marcelle 
2085 Westgate Drive #213 

Bethlehem, PA 18017-7455 

 

Kroetch, Roselle  

574-300-4440 

(Typo in previous issue) 

 

Luchsinger, Virginia 

virgieluchsinger@gmail.com 

 

Martin, Therese 

210 N. Maguire Ave., #412 

Tucson, AZ 85710 

H: 520-445-6454 

 

Meadow, Mary Jo  

maryjo_meadow@midco.net 

mailto:FranCampbell@yahoo.com
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Michel, Rose 

No E-mail 

 

Mupo, Mary Anne  

H: 608-884-0689  

mamroccoplace@gmail.com 

 

Murphy, Deb 

deb@murph-mail.com 

 

O’Brien, Mary Elizabeth 

533 Alexian Way, Apt. W-311 

Signal Mountain, TN 37377 

H: 423-498-4011 

C: (none) 

E: obrienm@cua.edu 

 

Resta, Judith 

C: (same, but no texting!) 

sisterjudyr@aol.com 

 

Soerensen, Mary 

Morris Hall  

St. Mary’s, Rm. 119 

One Bishops’ Drive 

Lawrenceville, NJ 08648 

 

Sweeney, Anita  

anitasw101@gmail.com 

 

Wilkins, Gloria 

Apt. 109 

H: (None) 

____________________________________ 

 

 

BECOMING PROCESS: 

 

Rosalinda J. 

Cadenas 

Affiliate 

Jesu Marie Region 

 

Her letter: 

 

Greetings of Peace! 

 

I am SR. 

ROSALINDA J. CADENAS, SMC, born 

April 8, 1959, Filipino/Italian Citizen, 

daughter of Mr. Cornelio C. Cadenas, Sr. 

and Maxima J. Cadenas, and a resident of 

Zone 4, Tibasak, Macasandig, Cagayan de 

Oro City.  We are six children in the family, 

one of whom is a Nun and one a diocesan 

Priest.   

 

I am a Professed Sister of the Missionary 

Sisters of the Catechism for 25 years.  After 

my Religious Profession, I was assigned in 

Italy for 26 years (1991-2017) working in 

various mission houses and with two Italian 

Bishops in different Dioceses.  As of now, I 

am on my Sabbatical leave for one year.  I 

am planning that at the end of my Sabbatical 

leave I will ask the SMC Congregation for 

exclusion and a dispensation of my vows 

from the Vatican in order for me to enter 

your Congregation.   

 

So with this letter, I would like to formally 

express my intention and desire to join the 

Sisters for Christian Community (SFCC).  I 

hope you will consider and accept my 

humble request.  

 

I am looking forward to your positive and 

favorable response.  Thank you very much, 

and may God bless you.   

 

Sincerely yours in Christ,  

SR. ROSALINDA J. CADENAS, SMC 

 

 



 

 

ATA Vol. 48 Issue 3 Feb.-Mar. 2018 14 

Jesusa A. De Real 

Affiliate  

Manila Region) 

 

Date of Birth: December 

26, 1962 

Age: 54 

Former Religious 

Communities:  

Dominican Sisters of the Most Holy Rosary 

Transferred to: Sisters of Mary For Christian 

Community 

Residence:  Pagbilao, Quezon Province 

Ministry: 

- Parish volunteer on BEC organizing 

- Taking care of malnourished and 

abandoned children 

- Help in the empowerment of the JPs 

Contact no: 0995-482-8949 / 0910-132-7832 

 

 

Yolanda Esquivel 

Affiliate 

Mexico Region 

 

Yolanda Isabel 

Esquivel Pérez lives 

in Villa Garcia, 

Zacatecas.  She is in 

her second year of 

leave from the Affiliated Discalced 

Carmelites of the Holy Trinity, located in 

Aguascalientes, Aguascalientes, Mexico. 

Yolanda joined the community in 1996 after 

completing her degree in Business 

Administration.  While stationed in Rome, 

she spent three years studying the science of 

religious in the Ateneo Regina Apostolorum, 

two years for a bachelors in philosophy and 

two years for a bachelors in theology.  

 

Yolanda is interested in SFCC because 

working directly in a specific apostolate is 

attractive to her, as there are many unmet 

needs in the Church and in society.  Personal 

prayer continues to be a priority for her. 

Yolanda wanted to be a cloistered religious, 

dedicating herself to prayer, especially for 

priests and for the sick.  She discovered that 

her Carmelite community was dedicated to 

both prayer and action, even though the 

emphasis was on contemplation, which was 

what she fell in love with.  Thus, as a 

Carmelite she was active in various 

apostolates.  Now she is especially aware of 

the needs of her neighbors, both materially 

and spiritually.  She is especially attracted to 

the poor elderly and sick and sees Christ in 

them, trying to serve them for the love of 

God.  

 

At present Yolanda is teaching violin.  She 

is creating handicrafts, the latest being 

Advent wreaths, and she is part of a team, 

A.C.T.S., which gives retreats.  She would 

like to be in contact with Sisters who speak 

Spanish.  Her e-mail address is 

hna.yolita@gmail.com, and her phone 

number is (01152) 449 323 4078.  We 

welcome Yolanda to the Mexico region!   
Submitted by Fran Smith 

 

 

Marta Nyaga 

Inquirer 

Kenya 

 

Born: May 24, 1974 

Home Place: Embu, 

Kenya 

 

Former Community: 

Salesian Sisters as 

professed sister for 8 years 

 

Studies: trained Teacher in in Tailoring and 

dressmaking up to Diploma Level 

 

Job: presently teaching at Divine Mercy 

Training Institute for Tailoring 
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Project: opened a project for young people 

who are spiritually and materially poor 

offering them counselling and teaching them 

dressmaking, tailoring, computer course, 

hairdressing and beauty therapy. 

 

Note: We have been communicating through 

whatsapp with video chat and email.  She 

has a good grasp of SFCC through readings 

in our website.  She hopes to attend the 

Assembly in Chicago this July to make her 

Affiliation Covenant. 
Submitted by Virgie Azcueta, Mentor 

____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rosemary Adlington 

1944-2017 

SFCC: 1985-2017 

 

Born in 1944, 

Rosemary was a twin 

and claims the twin 

sister was opposite to 

her in looks and 

character.  She also had a younger sister and 

older brother.  Her father was in the British 

Medical Corps, which meant the family 

traveled and lived around the globe: 

Malaysia, China, Hong Kong, and Thailand.  

They lived also in Nairobi for 6 years and 

then in Germany, Austria, Italy and France. 

Rosemary and her siblings attended 14 

different schools and eventually all four 

became teachers.   
 

Gifted in language, Rosemary earned a 

double degree in French and German at 

Newcastle University. She taught French 

and German for about 15 years before 

becoming Head of the Department.  

Rosemary loved teaching but discovered 

that administration was not for her. She took 

early retirement on health grounds and, after 

a short convalescence, began substitute 

teaching at a large Catholic Girls high 

school in Newcastle.  She taught Religious 

Studies to those with special needs.  

Rosemary found a niche and both she and 

the girls thrived during those years until her 

full and final retirement in 2014. 
 

During her years of teaching, Rosemary was 

also involved in the spiritual development of 

the parish where she and Agnes Miller sfcc 

lived.  She facilitated small prayer groups, 

liturgy, scripture exploration and the RCIA.  

She served on the Diocesan Charismatic 

Renewal Team.  Eventually, Rosemary 

became involved in Spiritual 

Accompaniment and was part of a small 

group setting up a Listening group for the 

area.  She served also in the Parish Council.  

She belonged to the church choir, as well as 

a singing group in town. 

 

Rosemary loved cooking and experimenting 

with new recipes, especially vegetarian 

recipes (often unheard of and, thanks to 

Agnes’ insistence, never repeated!).  

Rosemary had a well-loved dachshund, 

named Porsche because she was German 

and very fast. 

 

Rosemary was a member of the Sisters of 

Mercy for 10 years, 1966-1976. Rosemary 

said she left the Mercys because she “was 

not free to be me.”  Since leaving the 

Mercys, Rosemary found a depth of prayer 

she would never have achieved with her 

former community.  Near the time 

Rosemary left the Mercys, she met Agnes 

Miller, sfcc and they began sharing a home 

6 years later in 1982.  Rosemary was 

affirmed into SFCC December 8, 1985. 

 

Rosemary was a gentle, caring person with a 

deep sense of the Divine.  Her gentleness 

and listening heart inspired confidences 
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from those who had a story to tell.  She 

listened to their stories and inspired them to 

continue living and loving. 

 

On December 7 Rosemary died the way she 

lived: peacefully and without fuss.  It was 

the eve of her 32nd year of joining SFCC.  

Rosemary is sorely missed by Agnes, as 

well as by SFCCs Stephanie Hartas and 

Mary Paul Gilroy both of whom live only 

three miles from Agnes.      Submitted by 

Agnes Miller and SFCC Archives 

 

 

Irene Anna Poelzer 

Am/CAN Canada 

1926-2018 

SFCC: 1979 – 2018 

 

Irene Anna Poelzer was 

born April 21, 1926 in 

an unincorporated 

settlement along the 

Hudson Bay Trail near Humboldt, 

Saskatchewan and entered the fullness of 

Life on January 12, 2018 in Kamloops, 

British Columbia.  Irene, two Blue Heeler 

dogs, Oreo and Tiga and her Sister Agnes 

(CSJP, SFCC) lived together for many years 

until Agnes’ death in March 2011.  They 

enjoyed reading the All-to-All and wrote, 

“we reflect on every sentence.”  Irene is 

lovingly remembered by her region, 

international SFCC’s, her siblings, a host of 

nieces, nephews and a grandnephew. 

 

Irene was welcomed into the SFCC 

community by Lillana Kopp and Jan Meyer 

on June 19, 1979.  At that time, Irene wrote, 

“my main thrust is with women in the 

church.  I am on the executive board of the 

Diocesan Sister’s Senate, I work closely 

with Canadian women and religion and 

produce the newsletter.  I give workshops to 

women on many topics from assertiveness 

for women, Source in Christ to Feminist 

Theology and understanding Christ’s 

message regarding women.  I counsel 

students and work on the Liturgy committee 

at St. Thomas More College.”  She attended 

her first assembly in 1976 at Colorado 

Springs, Colorado. 

 

She was an active and dedicated member of 

the Am/Can Region and was a speaker at the 

1981 International Assembly in Calgary.  

While failing health kept Irene from 

attending the second SFCC International 

Assembly in Calgary in 2012, she wrote, 

[she] “continues to pray for the community 

and cherishes it deeply.”  By 2014, Irene 

was diagnosed with Lewy Body Disease and 

always retained her delightful and quiet 

sense of humor. 
 

Irene arrived on the 

University of 

Saskatchewan (USASK) 

campus in 1947 and earned 

her BA in 1950.  She then 

embraced the vowed 

religious life as a member of the Institute of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary, IBVM [Sisters of 

Loretto].  After graduating from St. Thomas 

More College, she received her B Ed in 

1964 and an M Ed (1968) from the 

(USASK), an MA in English (1969) from 

Seattle University, her thesis was entitled 

Henry Carr, CSB, 1880-1963, Canadian 

Educator; and her PhD (1972) in 

Foundations in Education from, the 

University of Oregon.  She is considered a 

pioneer in the field of feminist scholarship 

in Western Canada.  Along the way, she and 

good friend Margaret Dutli, co-founded 

Friends of Sophia, an interdenominational 

group of women dedicated to nurturing 

Christian feminist spirituality.  Irene 

described her ‘main apostolic interest as, 

“the place of women in the church” and 

described herself as “a strong Christian 

feminist.” 
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At USASK, in Saskatoon, Canada, Irene 

taught Philosophy, Sociology and Women’s 

Studies.  She served as Associate Professor 

in the Department of Educational 

Foundations.  Beginning in 1970, the 

University flew her 200 miles north, for one 

week every month to teach first year English 

for the College of Arts and Science to 

Native Women.  In 1979, Irene would take a 

one-year Sabbatical to do research on the 

self-concept and self-esteem of Native and 

Indian women.  That research took her 450-

700 miles north in her province of 

Saskatchewan.  Irene also taught at the 

Loretto Abbey Girls’ School in Toronto, in 

Fort Erie, and was principal of Sedley High 

School.  Other than one year at Dalhousie 

(1975-1976), she remained at the USASK 

for the rest of her career.  

 

She authored or co-authored three books: 

Saskatchewan Women Teachers, 1905-1920: 

Their Contributions (1990); Metis Women’s 

Perception of Social Reality in Seven 

Northern Saskatchewan Communities 

(1983), and In Our Own Words: Northern 

Saskatchewan Metis Women Speak Out 

(1986); she published a book of poetry, 

Women of Exodus II; wrote several articles 

and chapters in books, and was regularly 

invited to speak at conferences.  Irene was a 

founding member of the Women’s Studies 

Research Unit, and developed a course on 

women and education that ushered in 

feminist scholarship at the University.  She 

engaged in significant research, particularly 

on women in society, feminist Christianity, 

Metis and First Nations women in northern 

Saskatchewan, the impact of development in 

and the retention of First Nations culture.  

She was awarded the St. Thomas More 

Medal in 1994. 

 

Colleagues and students alike described her 

as an incredible mentor, a powerful teacher, 

and an inspiration; she was “brilliant and 

tenacious”, as well as, had a sense of humor.  

Irene affected the lives of so many, and they 

lauded how much she had done for the mass 

of hurting humanity and for the protection of 

beleaguered Mother Nature – whether on 

campus or in the community or at her 

acreage retreat in Salmon Arm, British 

Columbia.  

 

Irene stayed in contact with SFCC’s Liz 

Clarke, Clarina Burns and Sylvia Hicks over 

the years.   

 

This is how Irene said wanted to be 

remembered: “She was generous and kind, 

and she didn't get bogged down with money.  

She loved her Brother Jesus, people and 

nature.  She was glad to go home to our 

Father's house.”  A celebration of her 

almost 92 years and Mass of the 

Resurrection is scheduled for March 3, 

2018.            Submitted by the SFCC Archives 

____________________________________ 

 

The following is intended to help with your 

discernment of the Proposal that addresses 

wearing a veil/habit. 

 

No edition of the ViewBook, no revision of 

the Profile includes a statement about 

wearing a habit/veil.  It has, however, been 

understood from the beginning of the 

community that SFCCs do not set 

themselves apart by wearing a habit and/or 

veil.  When asked, Lillanna herself always 

emphasized that SFCCs do not wear a habit 

or veil because, as a Vatican II form of non-

canonical religious life, our primary goal is 

to permeate society and to change it from 

within.  She explained that our charism and 
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defining spirituality “That all may be one” 

means we are not elitist in our dress or title, 

but, instead, coequal, even invisible.  We do 

not stand apart as “other” or “different” by 

means of wearing a habit and/or veil.  

 

The earliest members of SFCC, when 

gathered for the very first time in 1971, 

stated that SFCC members “have no special 

dress, symbol or veils though the latter [veil] 

may be worn optionally by persons whose 

ministry is perceived to demand such for 

safety.”  Personal safety was set as the only 

criteria to be used when discerning the 

option to wear a veil.  Wearing a habit was 

not included in the option. 

 

As the community grew, the criteria for 

wearing a veil was expanded in the mid 

1970s to include employment.  SFCCs had 

the option to wear a veil if it was demanded 

by their employer and to be worn only when 

in the place of employment.  This expanded 

option was never put in the form of a 

Proposal but, instead was simply a 

discussion during general assembly sessions.  

Therefore, the criteria of personal safety is 

the only criteria formally affirmed by 

community consensus process for wearing a 

veil only. 

As late as 1993, when Lillanna Kopp was 

keynote speaker at the International 

Assembly that year, she emphasized that 

“Jesus created a community of coequals” 

and that “he did not divide his friends into 

clergy/laity.”  Although Lillanna was not 

speaking about what kind of clothing SFCC 

should wear, she was underscoring the fact 

that Jesus himself never set himself apart by 

clothing that was recognized as clerical 

during his time.  He hoped his words and 

deeds would earn him the respect of those 

around him, not his choice of clothing.  

Lillanna reminded SFCCs present in 1993 

that Jesus blended in among others to the 

extent that a close friend had to point him 

out to the soldiers who arrived to arrest him. 

In 1994 Lillanna wrote in the February-

March issue of the ATA: “SFCC Assemblies 

have never, to my knowledge, spent time on 

the issue of habits, veils or the title “Sister” 

for the simple reason that it seemed crystal 

clear and wholly obvious to the co-

pioneering foundresses of SFCC that SFCC, 

a contemporary, non-canonical, Vatican II 

oriented intentional community would find 

no relevance in those canonical symbols… 

We all seemed to realize that SFCC would 

never affirm a religious habit, veil and title 

because we just are not that type of group. . . 

It is a violation of Church Law for any 

SFCC to design for herself a religious habit, 

veil or to usurp the title of “Sister”. . . .  This 

deep problem has no easy solution. . . [but] 

we would all be guilty of negligence were 

we to ever condone or defend any member’s 

masquerading in a habit and veil.  We have 

no choice but to lovingly confront those 

misguided members and encourage those 

who need the canonical security to return to 

it or become authentic SFCC.”        
Submitted by the SFCC Archives 

 

Other discussion points:   

- Any SFCC who is a dual member –is still 

a member of a canonical institute – needs to 

follow the rules of that institute regarding 

dress.   

- I cannot find in the 1983 Code of Canon 

Law (for the Catholic Church) a direct 

prohibition against designing/wearing a 

habit or veil or calling oneself “Sister.”  But 

they can give false impressions.  Some 

dioceses are forbidding non-canonical 

“sisters” from wearing a veil or habit.   
Submitted by Peggy Ramsden 

  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name ………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Address …………………………………………………………………… 

 

City ………..……………State/Prov.……..Zip/Postal Code………….… 

 

Country……..………………… 

 

 

Contact information: Phone …………….……….…..……..…………….. 

 

 E-mail ……………………………………………… 

 

    [Special needs …………………………………………………………... 

 

 ………..…………………………………………………………………] 

 

 

Assembly fee: $250.00 

 Includes Breakfast & Dinner; daily snack (morning/afternoon); 

 Meeting room, prayer room/team meeting room; extras (mics, etc.) 

 

1) A $50.00 deposit is requested before May 31  

           (balance due by June 30, 2018) 

2) Make checks payable to Sisters For Christian Community 

3) Send registration form accompanied by your check to: 

Monica Sesko, SFCC / 5214 Brindlewood Dr. / Plainfield, IL 60586 

 

Also, Please indicate your mode of transportation: 

  Airplane {arrival: Day__________, Time__________} 

  Amtrak {arrival: Day__________, Time__________} 

  Bus {arrival: Day__________, Time__________} 

  Car {arrival: Day__________, Time__________} 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send Information for next issue to atasfcc@yahoo.com on or before March 30, 2018. 


