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SFCC International Assembly 2020 
 

Celebrating 50 Years! 

 

Theme – You shall 

hallow the fiftieth year; 

and you shall proclaim 

liberty throughout the land to all its 

inhabitants. For it is a jubilee; it 

shall be holy to you.  – The Book of 

Leviticus   

 

We gather at this Assembly to 

celebrate from where we have come 

these past fifty years, where we 

envision ourselves in the upcoming 

years and where we are today. These 

are the ideas from which the three 

Assembly presentations will flow.  

 

“The renewing nuns are ready for 

any risks which their roles in the 

redemption of (hu)man indicate as 

necessary. They will work any field 

will yield a rich harvest of fruit that 

brings salvation. They are flexible 

and free, desirous of striding forward 

in the footsteps of the Galilean… 

They know that the growth and 

vitality of the latter is contingent 

upon its readiness to move out into 

the whole world with the message of 

Christ and the witnessing to the 

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY.” by 

Sister Mary Audrey Kopp, SNJM, 

The New Nuns: Collegial Christians. 

Each of our lived stories, is one red 

brick comprising the red brick road 

reflecting the journey of the Sisters 

For Christian Community’s fifty 

years of giving witness to the gospel 

values and building Christian 

Community. During the Assembly, 

we will be sharing our lived 

stories…our red brick and where that 

red brick road has taken us in the 

world. 

 

 Invitation – The picture of the red 

brick road will be incomplete 

without your lived story…your red 

brick. We are praying that as many 

members as possible will be present 

and celebrate with us at the 

Assembly. Grateful you to those 

members who will only be able to be 

united in prayer and spirit, we would 

like to invite you to send us your 

lived story in order that SFCC road 

will be complete. You can mail your 

lived story, witnessing to the gospel 

values and building Christian 

Community to: Mary Rose 

Accetturo, SFCC, 9418 N Green Bay 

Rd. Apt 134, Milwaukee WI 53209 

or email: 

sfccinternationalassembly2020 

@gmail.com. 

 

 Technicalities – The name of our 

hotel is: Holiday Inn KCI Airport & 

KCI Expo Center. The name of the 

airport is: Kansas City International 

http://www.sfccinternational.org/
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Airport. The airport code is MCI 

(Kansas City International Airport 

was originally known as Mid-

Continent International Airport). The 

train station in Kansas City MO is 

located in Union Station Kansas City 

(19 miles from Hotel).  
 

Yes, we will be taking a group 

picture, Yes, we will be also making 

a video film, and Yes, we will be 

providing more information as to 

how to participate in the live 

streaming of the Assembly Sessions.  
 

 Registration – Just a reminder, we do 

not have any funds earmarked for 

scholarship monies. We are doing 

everything we can to keep our 

Assembly expenses at a minimum. 

Yet, our goal is to have as many 

SFCC’s as possible to attend and 

celebrate our 50th Anniversary. 

When you register, if it is possible, 

we ask that you include a few extra 

dollars so we can provide some 

scholarship monies to those in need. 
 

Please, we ask that you make your 

hotel reservations as soon as possible 

to secure your room. Your credit 

card is not charged until you check 

out of hotel. Yes, if you stay 2-days 

prior the assembly or 2-days after the 

assembly your hotel room cost will 

be at the Assembly discounted rate. 
 

If you have any difficulties with your 

hotel registration, please contact 

Mary Rose Accetturo, email – 

sfccinternationalassembly2020 

@gmail.com or call /  

text message – 414-530-0916. 
 

 Meet the 2020 Team –  

Denise Ware & Mary Rose 

Accetturo, Co-Leaders;  

Monica Sesko, Registration;  

Rose Miles, Finances;  

Business Team, Alma O’Brien, 

Roberta Kardell & Rosa Ocampo; 

Alison McCary, Technology 

Coordinator; Ellen Lenihan, 

Wellness; Mary Ellen Pitts,  

Daily Prayer; Lydia Plastas & 

Andrea Zbiegen,  

Remembrance Service;  

Carmen Gillick,  

Jubilee Service;  Nona Barairo,  

Music; Corrine Mullen  

& Linda Chorlton, Hospitality 

 

 Assembly T-Shirts – Assembly 2020 

T-Shirts are available in six colors to 

be purchased by you directly from 

Custom Ink.  Cost is $27 per T-Shirt 

(which includes shipping and $2 

towards Assembly Scholarship 

Funds).  All T-Shirts will be shipped 

in one order and made available at 

the Assembly.  

 

You can purchase the T-Shirt by: 

1) Calling Custom Ink at:  

1-800-293-4232   
                                            

account/group name is 

SFCC2020 

                                            

email address: 

dcwsfcc@yahoo.com  
(just in case) 

2) Ordering Online at:      

https://www.customink.com/ 

fundraising/sfcc2020   

 

Note: The 

last day to 

place your 

order is 

February 

27, 2020. 

mailto:dcwsfcc@yahoo.com
https://www.customink.com/
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The DAM Region 

gathered in Phoenix, 

Arizona January 24-

26.  Present were 

Fran Campbell, 

Suzanne Dunn, 

Jeannette Love, Rose 

Miles, Pat Mitchell and Pat Mullen. The 

group joined with Lorraine Castelein at her 

residence for an afternoon visit on Saturday. 

 

 

Our spiritual reflection/discussion focused 

on the work of Meg Wheatley, Who Do You 

Choose to Be and 2 articles by Ilia Delio, 

both of which address the future of religious 

life in this time of global change. We remain 

inspired by Wheatley’s mandate to be 

compassionately present to the people and 

place where we find ourselves locally as all 

else devolves into social and political chaos.  

 

Wheatley urges her readers to create 

“islands of sanity” in a time of social, 

economic and spiritual upheavals. Delio’s 

articles confirmed that SFCC remains in 

alignment with the social, spiritual and 

communal transitions that are currently 

taking place within both religious life and 

global human society. Both authors argue 

that human society is in the initial phase of 

an epochal shift and to resist it is not only 

futile; but is to be left behind in an 

increasingly irrelevant past. 

 

At our next two regional gatherings, we will 

continue this same focus by reflecting on 

Joan Chittister’s recent book, The Time is 

Now.     

 

During this year we are targeting the social 

justice issue of women’s incarceration.  We 

viewed and discussed the series researched 

by Diane Sawyer, A Nation of Women 

Behind Bars (ABC 2020) that underscores 

the disturbing fact that the USA incarcerates 

more women than any other nation in the 

world.  Of the over 200,000 women behind 

bars in America, most are serving extended 

sentences for minor non-violent felonies.   

 

As Sawyer takes you into the world of living 

behind bars in America’s prison system, you 

realize that over 75% of the women have 

mental issues resulting from long term abuse 

at the hands of their spouses and, before 

that, parents. The majority of people on both 

political sides agree that the prison system 

needs to be reexamined with a focus away 

from a punitive environment toward one that 

is rehabilitative. 

 

For our next social justice topic we selected 

voter suppression in the USA, divided into 2 

parts: (1) demographic changes as a 

determination of the popular vote; and  

(2) manipulation of the popular vote through 

redistricting.      

Submitted by Fran Campbell 
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December 6-8: 

Assembly 2020 

Virgie reported 

on the 

International 

Assembly 2020 

in Kansas City.  

Meetings in 

Tanzania 

Reporting on the previous meeting in 

Tanzania, Sr Virgie explained that the SFCC 

in Tanzania had offered to host the General 

Assembly in 2022 in Arusha.  The SFCC in 

Kenya anticipated a challenge owing to the 

fact that the national elections will be held in 

August 2022 in Kenya.  The group 

considered that previously, the American 

Embassy have issued travel alerts to the 

citizens. Therefore, the Kenyan group 

suggested that holding the National 

Assembly in 2023, in the Kenya-Tanzania 

region of Maasai Mara, would be a better 

option.  Sr Virginia proposed that the SFCC 

in Philippine hold the 2022 National   but 

the SFCC in Kenya-Tanzania Region takes 

the facilitation. 

SFCC Vivian and Everylne would 

investigate the cost of the Hotels around 

Maasai Mara, travel connections 

arrangement and animal trips. This 

information will help to finalize on the 

venue. 

Inter-Regional meeting in 2020- The 

Kenyan group planned for the Inter-

Regional meeting in 2020.  Venue:  

Arusha.  Dates:  Month of August, from 7-

9th 2022.  Arrival:  6th in Arusha, with 

Departure:  9th  

NB:  It was proposed that the SFCC in 

Tanzania would organize the program and 

share responsibilities where applicable. 

1. The meeting in Kenya:   

Vivian suggested that the meetings in Kenya 

take place 3 times annually.  It was agreed 

that the 2020 meeting would take place in 

April and August.  A 3rd time would be 

determined. 

2. Welfare in the SFCC Kenya:   

The Kenyan SFCC members discussed their 

support of the sisters there.  SFCC members 

in Kenya agreed that they will voluntarily 

contribute 200 shillings to any member 

admitted to the hospital. It was emphasized 

that no member should feel obliged to 

contribute.  

3. Living situation: 

 Members shared on their living situation 

as follows, some live in apartments 

(Vivian and Margaret) others Bedsitters 

(Rachael and Christine), Nancy in a 

rented room, Martha and Everylne lives 

with their families and Consolata lives in 

Spain with a family. 

 Virgie encouraged the members to 

secure their health and their future by 

taking Hospital Insurance and Social 

Security Fund respectively. 

Margaret offered her place as an SFCC 

hub and invited any SFCC who wishes 

to spend sometimes at her place to feel 

free.   

4. Portical Funding and Assec 

 Margaret reported the budget incurred 

during this meeting.  The importance of 

attending the meeting once registered 

was emphasized. Notably, the group was 

obliged to pay for meals booked for 

Friday, even for those who did not make 

it for the meeting. 

 Sr Virginia and Margaret explained 

about the Portical funding, as a body that 

gives scholarship to the religious bodies.  

They invited Sr Marta to attend the 

meeting on 6th March 2020 in order to 

register SFCC as a religious community 

here in Kenya. This will facilitate the 

SFCC in Kenya to access to such 

scholarships.  Similarly, they also 

explained about Assec as a scholarship 

for religious sisters who wish to further 

their studies.  
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The sisters continued their meeting with 

sharing on their ministries and upcoming 

events.  Summary of report submitted by 

Chris Mugure 

 

 

San Lorenzo Ruiz de Manila Region 

welcomed Flordeliz Jabonite as our new 

affiliate member on January 05, 2020 during 

our first meeting for the year 2020 And Sr. 

Janet Nunez last Dec 22, 2019 God be 

praised!  Let us continue to be a blessing to 

others wherever we may be! Our heartfelt 

gratitude to Sr. Nona Barairo for the special 

lunch she treated us at LUGANG CAFE in 

MOA on Jan 5th. Our next meeting will be 

on March 29, 2020 for our Lenten 

Recollection. Thanks to Sr Elvie who will 

facilitate our Lenten Recollection for our 

“WE PRAY TOGETHER”.  For our  

"WE STUDY TOGETHER" It will be about 

our 50th SFCC golden anniversary and 

sudden spring in Asia particularly SFCC in 

the PHILIPPINES. Business meeting: 

International and Inter- regional assembly. 

As for our "WE CELEBRATE 

TOGETHER”, suggestions will be 

welcomed.   

Submitted by Ma Cornelia Santos, RCC 

 

Kneeling L-R:  Rachel Mogoni, 

Margaret Nduta, Nancy Ongeri 

Standing L-R:  Vivianne Akinyi, 

Damaris Muthusi, Marta Nyaga, 

Consolata Mokeira, Rebecca Bwari, 

Christine Mugure, Everlyne Onyoni, 

Virgie Azcueta 

1st row left to right:  Elvie Samantila, 

Flordeliz Jabonite, Ma Luisa Asuncion 

Janet Nuñez 

2nd Row left to right:  Erlinda Mamauag 

Dela Cruz, Virgie Azcueta, 

Rosa Ocampo Nona Barairo, Cornelia 

Santos, Fe Aguilar 
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My local Mexican community consists of 

Caridad, at present in Guadaljara, Liliana, 

inquirer in Mexico City, Martha in 

Monterrey, and Carmen and Magda in 

Spain.  Liliana asks for prayers for her Dad 

who has some serious health problems.  

Carmen and Magda have asked me to keep 

them in touch with things in Latin America. 

Martha has completed her trial year in the 

community, but doesn't yet know her 

status.  We are all in contact via email or 

phone.  From Dec. 27 to Jan. 3.  I was in 

Austin, Texas, where I had an opportunity to 

visit with the three groups assisting us 

here.  In these two photos, I'm with two St. 

Vincent de Paul Conferences twinning with 

us here.   

In this photo, I'm with the grant program 

Weavers of Hope team. Praying for those in 

the Philippines, for the Australian people, 

for the upcoming U.S. elections, for our 

paying heed to Greta and the future of our 

young people and of us.   

Submitted by Fran Smith  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had originally planned to have our  

SFCC meeting during December but the 

death of Elaine's brother changed our plans 

as we gathered instead to support Elaine and 

her family. He was a great friend to us for 

many years beginning with our transition to 

SFCC . Even though he was a Canon 

Lawyer he supported us during those first 

difficult years when we were not accepted 

by many in our local Church. Since then he 

has shared with us many celebrations both 

joyful and sorrowful. We have also 

benefitted from his skills as a fixer and 

builder of many things and it was not 

surprising that his tool box along with his 

dedication to his priestly role was mentioned 

in his obituary. When we hosted our first 

assembly in 1980 in Calgary he and his 

Fran 

Smith 
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family were there with 

us hosting us with a 

magnificent pork 

barbecue. A wonderful 

friend and brother who 

is missed very much.   

Submitted by  

Barbara Rice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Eucharist and Interment of Ashes 

Committal of our Sister-Josie Jendrisak was 

attended by Helen Waugh and Lucy Comer, 

(along with Andrea Zbiegien and Denise 

Lonergan- FL Region) at Mepkin Abbey  

S. C. Church and Columbarium Thursday 

January 16.  (See Obit)  

We mourn yet Celebrate Josie’s 

transfiguration to the Communion of Saints 

along with recent Sunbelt members   

Rita Washington and 

Anne Brotherton. 

January 18:  Judith Pask, 

Kathleen Terlau, Helen 

Waugh and Barb Bayzik 

and Mary Ann Wachtel 

met in Conference Call 

to share and Catch-up 

while still missing 

regional gatherings of yore. 

Submitted by Lucy Comer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael McCormick of the US Catholic 

Volunteer Network has offered to be in 

contact with any SFCC in the US who might 

be able to use the organization’s services: 

The Catholic Volunteer Network, is a lay 

missionary group representing 150+ 

volunteer programs. This number includes 

about 30 volunteer programs sponsored or 

run by women’s religious congregations. In 

short, we help young people on their 

vocational and discernment journeys 

through volunteer opportunities and spiritual 

resources. We are happy to share word of 

any events, retreats, volunteer needs, or 

employment openings you may know of or 

need help promoting. We would offer this 

without any cost or charge. Just say the 

word. Sincerely, Mike McCormick 

mmccormick@catholicvolunteernetwork.org 
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Judith Brandt 

correct address:  2143 SE 20th Ave  

(rather than 213 SE 20th). 

 

Inda, Caridad 

Calle La Ermita 1540 

Guadalajara, Jalisco CP 45040 

 Mexico 

H: +52-333-121-4878 

C: +52-333-121-7738 

E: caridad_cirimex@hotmail.com 

 

Murphy, Eileen 
200 Dublin Rd 

Newry, County Armagh 

BT3-58RL Ireland 

H: 283-088-9011 

C: 087-682-3959 

REGION: Ireland 

 

Denise Ware the correct spelling of her 

street address is Wenonah. The "h" at the 

end is missing in the Directory. 

 

 

Northern Lights Region 

Prayer Request: for Elaine Patsula's brother, 

Father Francis (Frank) Patsula who died 

suddenly on December 18, 2019. 

 
 

 

 

INQUIRER 

 

Getruda 

Bonifas 

Munna 

Tanzania 

 

Born in 1980 in 

the Babati District 

of north western 

Tanzania, Getruda earned a university 

degree in Education, as well as certification 

in Primary Education, History, Geography 

and Kiswahili.   

 

Getruda joined the Servants of Good News, 

a religious congregation of the Mbuu 

Diocese. She left as the result of 

misunderstandings between herself and the 

community’s leadership. Getruda seeks a 

religious community in which she finds 

support for her ministry, her creativeness 

and personal talents.  

Her goal in life is to live humbly as she 

helps others to discover the growth of 

Divine Mercy within themselves.   

Getruda ministers as a classroom teacher at 

the secondary level and also volunteers at 

the Arame Center for the elderly and 

disabled in the Manyara Region (Magugu). 

Getruda prepares meals for the residents, as 

well as socializes and prays with them. 

Columba Thadey, sfcc is serving as mentor 

to Getruda.           Submitted by the Archives 

mailto:caridad_cirimex@hotmail.com


9 

 

 

INQUIRER 
 

Joyce Norbert 
Kenya-Tanzania 

Region 

 

Joyce, aged 39, was 

born in 1980 in 

Karagwe, Tanzania.  

She belongs to the 

Nyambo Tribe and speaks both Swahili and 

English. 

 

Joyce joined the Vincentian Sisters in 2002 

and left the congregation in 2014. With the 

Vincentians, Joyce was a classroom teacher 

at the primary level.  Joyce holds a Grade A 

Teaching Certificate. From 2012-2014 she 

was head of the Urafiki Nursery School. For 

the past 3 years, Joyce has been a teacher at 

the White Angels Primary School. 

 

Joyce is active in her local parish and deeply 

believes that she is called to the vowed life 

of service. She is excited to discover SFCC 

and looks forward to learning and knowing 

more about the community.  Her SFCC 

mentor is Columba Thadey.  

Submitted by the Archives 

 

 

INQUIRER 
 

Margaret 

Mwikali 
Kenya 

 

Born (1979) in 

Nduu Village, 

Machakos 

County, 

Kenya, Margaret was raised by her mother 

and grandmother who farm corn, beans and 

coffee.  Margaret joined the Volunteers of 

Don Bosco but had to leave the group 

because of the travel and money required for 

the mandatory weekly meetings in another 

village. 

 
Eventually, Margaret received a degree from 

Tangaza University and now works as a 

Minister of Social Work.   Margaret has also 

worked as a secretary, clerk, field officer.  

For the past 3 years she has volunteered at a 

Don Bosco rehabilitation center. In addition 

to her volunteer time at the Don Bosco 

Center, Margaret volunteers in the Ngong 

Diocese (2 years). She also works part time 

in the IT Department at Catholic University 

of Eastern Africa.  It was at the university 

that she met SFCC Affiliate, Margaret 

Nduta who introduced Margaret to SFCC. 

 
Margaret deeply believes she is called to 

serve the poor. Margaret is a commissioner 

of the Catholic Justice and Peace, and serves 

in the church and the community through 

facilitation of human rights, capacity 

building, democracy and governance, peace 

building, catholic social teachings, 

leadership child and youth mentorship, 

environment and Lenten campaign. 

Margaret lives by the maxim: Teach minds; 

Touch Heart; Transform lives.   

                                 Submitted by the Archives 

 
 

 

 

INQUIRER 
 

Erlinda  

dela Cruz 
Manila Region 

 

The 5th eldest of 

8 siblings, 

Erlinda was 

born in Quezon 

City in 1963. She grew up with her extended 

families: aunts, uncles, cousins and siblings 

all lived together, supported by her father, a 

deliveryman for a local bakery.   



10 

 

Erlinda’s family job was cooking the meal 

for the extended family. Not an easy task 

since there was no running water in the 

home. She had to walk to a nearby water 

station to fill the two large pots. 

 

Erlinda’s dream was to attend college and 

she secured the promise of her brother to 

help fund her tuition and other costs.  

However, he married before she was ready 

for college and Erlinda discovered her 

dream was just that.  She married and had a 

child. Her husband was a soldier and she 

accompanied him into the war zone of 

Mindanao. The danger became too great and 

she returned with her son to her parent’s 

home. Erlinda applied for and received a full 

scholarship to the college. She and her son 

continued to live with her parents.  During 

her graduation, Erlinda received a message 

that her husband died in battle. She had been 

married 8 years. 

 

Erlinda took a teaching position in Taiwan 

where she lived with a local family of 10 

plus dogs.  Very soon she learned that, in 

exchange for her room, she was expected to 

cook, clean, do the wash for everyone 

including the dogs.  She remained for 5 

years.  

 

Upon her return from Taiwan, Erlinda heard 

the announcement on the taxi radio that it 

was the last day to file as a teacher for 

Quezon City.  She had the driver take her to 

the Division Office where she filed her 

application.  She has been teaching in 

Quezon City for the past 21 years. 

Erlinda says she always does her best to 

develop the potential of her grade 1 students 

making them aware of their need to love and 

be loved by choosing good over evil.            

                              Submitted by the Archives 

 

 

 

 

INQUIRERS 

 

Juanjo 

Silvestre 

 

Kika Bonet 

Europe Region 
 

Juan (Juanjo) Jose Silvestre (52) and 

Francisca (Kika) Bonet (46) are from Llíria, 

a town in Valencia, Spain. We are married 

and have three children: Joan who is 19, 

Edith 17, and Pau, 13.  

 

Juanjo teaches Geography and History in a 

Catholic School and I do administrative 

work at a factory in Lliria.   

 

Since our own youth our neighborhood 

parish was a “second home” because of the 

number of hours we spent as "Tarsicios" (a 

youth movement of Nocturnal Adoration). 

Later we became catechists of Confirmation 

and First Communion.  

 

We are seekers and have a profound 

religious sensitivity. Juanjo, spent 5 years in 

the Seminary and has a degree in Theology. 

Now, in full adulthood, we have need of 

more depth than what parish involvement 

offers.    

 

We are part of a prayer community that 

meets weekly in our homes to read the 

Gospel, meditate in silence and share our 

feelings and thoughts, accompanied by 

Taizè songs. We go to Taizè, France as a 

family every two summers, so we can say 

we live the Taizé spirituality 

 

September 30, 2019 I read an article in the 

digital newspaper, Eclesalia, by Magda 

Bennasar, sfcc entitled "From the inhabited 
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silence to the roads ..." I felt totally 

identified, surprised, touched ... so I 

contacted Magda by email without 

expecting that, shortly after, we would be 

talking on the phone as if we were old 

friends. Since then, we have started a 

beautiful and intensive relationship with 

Magda and Carmen (Notario), as well as 

with the other four SFCC Inquirers from 

Spain. Monthly, we share online our prayer 

and reflections on the SFCC Profile and we 

meet in person in Kansas City! 

                              Submitted by the Archives 

 
 

 

 

Kenya-Tanzania Region. Three new 

Affiliates signed their Covenant of 

Affiliation December 12, 2019 during a 3 

day region gathering in Nairobi, Kenya. 

Damaris Muthusi signed her Covenant at 

SFCC meeting in Tanzania in November 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

OBITUARY 
 

Andree Jobin 
 

             1924-2019 

SFCC:  1977-2019 

 

Born in Blackstone, 

Massachusetts the 

youngest of 4 

children, Andree earned a Master’s degree 

in Education from Rhode Island College. 
 

Before joining SFCC, Andree belonged to 

the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary (PM) 

of Manchester New Hampshire. She left her 

former congregation in 1978.  While with 

the PMs, Andree was a classroom teacher in 

New Mexico, California, Colorado, Nevada, 

and Florida.  She was also principal of a 

parish school in Woon, Rhode Island. 

Andree joined SFCC in March of 1977. She 

continued as an educator and was also 

involved in ministry to the Spanish-speaking 

of the inner city of Worcester, MA. 

 

 

 

 

Consilatah Mokeira 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christina Mugure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rachel Mwangi 
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2004 was the year when Marie-Paul Jaston 

volunteered to coordinate the MARINYCT 

Region. At that time, Andree kept in contact 

through mail and phone calls and was 

faithful in sending her Community dues, 

always, adding a little tip in donations to the 

region community. Andree was known to be 

loving, cheerful, gentle, prayerful, and 

dignified and always proud to be an SFCC.   

Only at age 91 when her health severely 

declined, did Andree end contact with the 

region. 

 

At the age of 95 years, Andree died 

December 11 in her hometown, Blackstone, 

Massachusetts. She passed surrounded by 

family and was buried December 20. 

                             Submitted by the Archives 

 

 

OBITUARY 

 

Carla Barr 
 

1934-2019 

SFCC: 1977-2019  

 

Carla always 

believed she was 

called to religious life in order to serve “in a 

way that would make a difference in the 

world. (quote from Catholic Advocate, 

1985) 

 

Carla joined that Immaculate Heart of Mary 

(IHM) community of Philadelphia.  She 

taught both the junior senior high school 

levels. She also taught musical enrichment 

and theater. She left the IHMs in 1977 and 

joined SFCC in August of that same year. 

 

In 1968, while still with the IHMs, Carla 

enrolled in an intensive bilingual program, 

focusing on Spanish.  She soon found 

herself in Lima Peru where, until 1974, she 

ministered as coordinator of the bilingual 

program, music teacher and religion 

coordinator. 

 

While in Peru, Carla often volunteered her 

time and talent to earthquake damaged 

villages along the coast and in the mountain 

regions. She taught self-development and 

religious education.  Back in Lima, Carla led 

night school sessions on self-development 

for young girls newly arrived in Lima from 

the mountain regions of Peru. 

Carla returned to the US in 1984, and 

immediately realized she wanted to work 

with the poor and marginalized in a type of 

education that went beyond the formal 

classroom.. Not long after, she was director 

of a social services center and outreach 

program for the Hispanic population of 

Chester, Pennsylvania.   In 1982, Carla 

accepted a ministry position in Newark, 

New Jersey among the Hispanics.    

 

Carla always felt fortunate to be in the 

forefront of a time period when the Church 

focused on opening social service centers 

that met the local poor in their homes and on 

the streets.  She was in the front wave of the 

ministerial trend toward local neighborhood 

development centers. 

 
Pastoral associate at the Newark Cathedral 

where she worked with the Spanish-

speaking. In 1981 Carla was appointed 

Director of Spanish Apostolate where her 

ministry took her in the direction of 

leadership.  

 
Eventually, in 1985, Carla was appointed as 

associate director for Newark, New Jersey 

Archdiocesan Department of Family Life 

and Youth for the Hispanic Community 

                              Submitted by the Archives 
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OBITUARY 

 

Josephine 

Jendrisak 
 

             1924-2020 

SFCC: 1975-2020 

 

Josephine (Josie) 

was born in 

Clarence, Pennsylvania on March 31, 1924.  

She was the daughter of the late John and 

Johanna Jendrisak from Hungary.  Josie is 

survived by her brother, Dr. Cyril; her sister, 

Frances; and several nieces and nephews.   

Josie was a member of the Vincentian 

Sisters of Charity (Cleveland, Ohio) 1940 to 

1976 after which she joined the Sisters for 

Christian Community.    

 

 With a great hunger for learning, she 

excelled in academics until Bishop Hoban 

came from Rome.  He appealed to Reverend 

Mother because he needed assistance to 

establish the episcopal residence for the 

Diocese of Cleveland.  Josie was assigned.  

She devoted herself to her work and then 

excelled in culinary and all skills necessary 

for establishing and running the “Bishop’s 

house” on the shores of Lake Erie.   

 

One summer day in 1973 Sr. Audrey Kopp 

addressed the Vincentian Sisters 

community, explaining the benefits of 

collegial decision making for religious 

communities. At that time, after Vatican II, 

the Vincentian Sisters were diminishing.  

Mary Rita Hall, Betty O’Neill, Jeanne Tighe 

and Cleveland area women religious invited 

Josie to join them as they met regularly to 

consider Sisters For Christian Community as 

an option.  Josie made her commitment with 

SFCCs in 1975, mentored by these women.   

 

At the time Archbishop Hoban died, Josie 

was excelling in her studies at Case Western 

Reserve University.  When she graduated 

Summa Cum Laude, the headlines of The 

Cleveland Plain Dealer declared: “Bishop’s 

Housekeeper Graduates with Highest 

Honors!”  Her chosen field of study was 

Psychiatry and she was employed in Social 

Services in her community and church 

where she continued to volunteer after her 

retirement.   

 

Josie was active at the Mepkin Abbey 

Institute of Contemplative Eldering, in 

Moncks Corner, South Carolina.  Until 2015 

Josie actively visited hospice patients in 

their homes. She died peacefully in her sleep 

early morning, January 9, 2020 in Aiken, 

South Carolina at the age of 95. Josie is 

much beloved and remembered by many, 

especially those in the SFCC Sunbelt Region 

as generous, warm and loving. 

                              Submitted by the Archives 

 

 

OBITUARY 
 

Mary John 

Cristobal 
 

            1936-2019 

SFCC: 1979-2019 

 

The youngest of 6 

children, Mary John 

was born and raised in Guam. She grew up 

in the midst of her extended family and 

remained close to siblings and cousins 

throughout her life. 

 

At a young age, Mary John distinguished 

herself as a talented and accomplished 

violinist. She declined application to the 

world renowned Julliard School of Music in 

order to join the School Sisters of Notre 

Dame (SSND). Her ministry was that of a 

classroom teacher and, later as a school 
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counselor.  She discovered a natural gift for 

counseling and pursued that after she left the 

SSNDs and was affirmed into SFCC (1979). 

 

Mary John served the Guam Superior Court 

system as a pretrial arbitrator with a 

specialization in divorce trials. She is 

credited for saving many marriages from 

dissolution thanks to her careful and patient 

counseling-arbitration.  Her assignment by 

the court system was to help struggling 

couples find healing and reconciliation, if 

possible and, thereby avoid divorce. Mary 

John was regarded by many as a spiritual, 

caring peace maker.   

 

She received numerous awards and 

commendations for her work within the 

court system. 

When Mary John retired from the court 

system in 2004, she relocated to 

Minneapolis, Minnesota where she was soon 

recognized for her tireless volunteerism.   

 

Already holding 2 Master degrees and a 

PhD, Mary John continued to pursue studies 

during retirement, focusing on health and 

self-healing. 

Mary John is remembered in SFCC for her 

friendly presence at International 

Assemblies.  She never missed until recent 

years when her struggle against cancer kept 

her from SFCC’s annual international 

gathering.                

Submitted by the Archives 

 

 

OBITUARY  

Sylvia Schmidt 

 

             1937-2019 

SFCC:  1973-2019 

 

Born in Devine, Texas, 

Sylvia was inspired to a 

life of service by her 

elementary school teachers. She joined their 

order, The Sisters of Divine Providence, in 

1950.  She received a degree from Our Lady 

of the Lake College (1956) and, later, from 

St Mary’s University (1986) (San Antonio, 

Texas).  She became a life-long educator 

teaching elementary school in Shreveport, 

Louisiana and calculus and physics in 

Catholic high schools in Schulenberg, 

Fredericksburg, and Castroville, Texas.  In 

1967 she was assigned to be head of the 

religion department at Bishop Kelly High 

School in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Sylvia was in 

the classroom 1956-1972 

 

Sylvia became a resource worker office of 

education Diocese of Tulsa, 1971-1973. 

Pastoral assistant St. Thomas More Catholic 

Church, Tulsa, 1973-1982. Associate 

director Tulsa Metropolitan Ministry, 1982-

1988, executive director, since 1988. 

She served as executive secretary of the 

Pastoral Council for the Diocese of Tulsa, 

during the 1980s.  

 

Sylvia was the recipient of numerous awards 

and honors: the Pinnacle award from the 

Tulsa Commission on Status of Women, 

1989, City of Faith award Cascia Hall High 

School, 1990, Samaritan of the Year award 

Kairas Center, 1992, Humanitarian award 

St. Paul African-Methodist-Episcopal 

Church, 1993, Outstanding Christian 

Woman award, 1993. 

 

Sylvia was active in the local civic 

community: Chair Tulsa Fire and Police 

Chaplaincy Board, 1983-1985, Tulsa Human 

Rights Commission, 1984-1991. Board 

directors Family and Children Services, 

Tulsa, 1986-1990. Member of the National 

Association Ecumenical Staff (chair 1989-

1990), League of Women Voters (board of 

directors local chapter). 
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Sister Sylvia returned to San Antonio in 

2000 to be near her family that she always 

loved and kept close to her heart.  In 

retirement she stayed active providing 

religious education throughout the area and 

advocating for battered women. 

Sylvia passed December 3, 2019, 

surrounded by family.  She is missed by the 

many people whose lives she touched, by 

her SFCC region, South Central, and by her 

family and friends. 

Submitted by the Archives 

 

When we were affirmed as ICC’s we 

quickly realized the necessity of good 

communication, good organization, and 

good relationship so… with Denise in New 

Jersey, Virgie in the Philippines and 

traveling often, and Carmen in South Bend 

at Notre Dame we realized the absolute 

necessity to manage to communicate in an 

ongoing fashion.  The internet of course is 

very useful 😊.  We have established an ICC 

2019 group that enables us to communicate 

almost instantaneously.  In addition, it 

enables us to have a video chat.  We do this 

twice a month for an hour or so.  Also, we 

keep a chronicle of our discussion which 

forms the basis for our next video chat.  If 

necessary, we can do video chat more 

frequently but as of now this has not been 

necessary.   

 

We have also divided up some of the ICC 

tasks in two different ways…one of them is 

based on our location and skill set.  The 

other way is to rotate tasks every 4 months. 

Based on location, Virgie takes care of mail 

and connections that need to go to the 

Philippines while Carmen and Denise take 

care of the finances. Carmen keeps the 

chronicle and Denise took care of organizing 

mailings to Sisters outside of USA and those 

more isolated.  Based on rotation the 

yahoo/riseup group email is one of the 

responsibilities as is being the first 

responder to the ICCSFCC yahoo email. 

 

A question that has been asked is about 3 

ICC’s.  A bit of history:  at the St. Louis 

Assembly there was a team of 3 who were 

proposed.  At that time Rita and Roberta 

were affirmed for a 2nd term.   We have had 

two ICC’s but it was never established that it 

must be two.  So that is a piece of history. 

 

In early fall, we sent a request to RCC’s to 

talk with the regions about the strengths and 

challenges both in the region and in the 

community at large.  We have received 

some of the replies already and they are 

insightful.  This information will be part of 

the ICC report at the Assembly.  Early 

insights are comments on the increasing gift 

of the international reality of the community 

and the aging and difficulty for some 

regions to gather face to face.  A suggestion 

is that inquirers in the USA be published in 

the ATA so the growth in USA can be seen.  

Another insight is the growing strength of 

the regions in the international areas. 

Carmen Gillick, SFCC,  

Virgie Azcueta, SFCC,  

Denise Ware, SFCC 

Iccsfcc@yahoo.com 

 

(Teleconference photo of ICC’s) 
 

 

 

mailto:Iccsfcc@yahoo.com
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WHAT ABOUT 

THE PROFILE? 
 

Lillanna Kopp put pen 

to paper during the late 

1960s and, in broad sweeps, created the 

outline, description and primary 

characteristics of what she believed to be the 

form of religious life recommended by 

Vatican II.   Because the descriptive outline 

she created fit the standard definition of a 

basic profile, Lillanna gave it the title of 

Profile.  

 

Lillanna believed it to be the first of many 

drafts. And that is why she shared the 

Profile with long-time friend, Bishop Joseph 

Breitenbeck, as well as other women 

religious with whom she had already 

collaborated on other Vatican II projects.  

She published it for the first time in 1970.  

In August of 1971, Lillanna distributed 

copies of the Profile to the participants at the 

first gathering of those women interested in 

forming a post Vatican II community that 

focused on co-equal community vs 

traditional hierarchical structure.  Their task 

was to take the Profile and develop it into a 

standard constitution.  

 

A constitution is the detailing of the 

structure, rules, processes, membership 

criteria, rights and duties of an organization.   

Those present in at the 1971 Dunrovin, 

Minnesota Assembly gave prayerful 

discernment to their task; and decided that it 

was best to affirm the Profile itself as the 

document that best defined who and what 

the new community was to be.  Each present 

in Dunrovin affirmed the Profile.  

The essential values, norms and goals 

expressed the Profile remain unchanged 

through the next half century. Each new 

member affirms the Profile when she signs 

her Affirmation Form. 
 

In 1975 a committee was assembled to study 

the philosophical, theological and religious 

dimensions of the evangelical vows as they 

are defined in the Profile. The committee 

recommended that these “hidden 

dimensions” be explored and studied by all 

SFCC members. 
 

Another committee was tasked in 1977 to 

give careful study of the Profile; but 

suggested only a few word changes. The 

committee produced working papers, which 

were presented at the assembly that year 

(Baltimore). There it was decided to send 

the working papers to all SFCC members 

through the ALL-To-ALL.     
 

The Profile working papers were the focus 

of the assembly at Moraga, California 

(1979). During that assembly an ad hoc 

committee formed to amend the Profile and 

incorporate the word changes already 

recommended from the full membership and 

also there in Moraga. By the end of the 

week, it was affirmed that the 1979 version 

of the Profile expressed more fully and 

clearly the shared vision and charism of 

SFCC.   
 

In 2005 at the Hawaii Assembly, the Vision 

and Mission statements were added to the 

Profile.  The 2005 version of the Profile 

remains today.  

 

The View Book was assembled 

through discussion at regional 

and international levels and 

provides us with the structure, 

rules, membership criteria, 

processes of our community. 

From the Archives 
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THE SFCC VIEWBOOK 
We hear about the SFCC Viewbook, but 

most have neither seen nor held it in their 

hands.  What is it, really and why does 

SFCC have a viewbook or even need it?  
 

A viewbook is a publication with pictures 

that provides an overview of an organization 

– its structure, mission and purpose. SFCC 

did not have a viewbook until the 1980s. 
 

By the late 1970s several regions produced 

their own brochures to distribute locally at 

parishes and conferences to those interested 

in knowing about SFCC.  By the early 

1980s, it was the consensus of the 

community that a viewbook be produced 

that would accurately reflect the structure 

and process of SFCC.  Regional brochures 

were still welcome; but, eventually, in 1996, 

a single brochure was affirmed at assembly 

that year and has been used community-

wide since then. The Viewbook, however, 

would serve a different purpose than the 

brochure. 
 

Originally, the SFCC viewbook was 

intended to be a promotional booklet or 

leaflet with pictures that would be used by 

all sfcc regions especially for recruiting 

potential new members, as well as 

explaining SFCC to diocesan staff.  
 

The 1983 Assembly affirmed that a view 

book would be compiled by Joy Andrus and 

be made available to any member who 

requested a copy.  The viewbook would be 

an “on-going project” open to revision.  The 

first viewbook was brief – only 4 pages! 
 

Very quickly, it was evident that regions 

wanted the viewbook to provide a much 

more thorough overview of SFCC.  They 

wanted a Viewbook that explained how 

SFCC is organized and how community-

wide decisions are made, and how new 

members are accepted. 

Therefore, at assembly in 1992, an enlarged 

and updated Viewbook was affirmed for  

2 years. It remained in use until 1996 when 

Shirley Crisler and Rita Yeasted were asked 

to update and expand the Viewbook.  The 

project took 2 years and was presented to the 

community at Assembly in 1998.  The 

updated version was affirmed the following 

year, 1999, remaining open to addition of 

affirmed Proposals and Recommendations 

that affected the SFCC structure, process 

and Becoming Process.   
 

The 1999 Viewbook instantly became an 

operational manual, of sorts, including the 

Becoming Process, the 9 Step Consensus 

Process, the SFCC organizational chart and 

the Service Role descriptions.  Also 

included were a brief history of the SFCC 

origins, a listing of Assembly themes and 

locations, as well as a listing of International 

Communication Coordinators (ICCs). 
 

Since 1999, the Viewbook has been updated 

and affirmed 3 times, the most recent being 

2017.  The 2017 Viewbook is available in its 

entirety in the SFCC website and, according 

to individual or regional need, can be printed 

out in either single page format or its 

entirety. 
 

Lillanna Kopp was a strong supporter of the 

Viewbook.  She wrote: “Structure and 

process is a complex sociological concept 

involving a group’s overall pattern of 

organization and communication. Because 

SFCC is a community and not an 

organization, the most efficient way to show 

members and non-members the overall 

communication and organizational pattern of 

SFCC, almost at a glance, is to retain and 

keep updated a structure diagram in the 

Viewbook.  Otherwise, a vital view of our 

communication structure will be lost and the 

structure of it be even less comprehensible.” 

(1990)                   Submitted by the Archives 
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CONGREGATIONAL 

CONTRIBUTORS 
The archives has often been asked what 

religious communities were represented in 

the early years of sfcc.  The answer is: just 

about every community in the US at that 

time! Here is a listing of communities from 

which our early members came 1970-1985.  

Remember, many more congregations were 

represented by members who joined after 

1985 
 

Congregations are listed in alphabetically 
 

1970  first 25 charter members 

Benedictine 

Dominican  

Felician 

Holy Family Sisters 

Immaculate Heart of Mary  

Order of Saint Francis 

Sisters of Saint Casimir 

Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament  

Sisters of the Holy Name of Jesus and Mary 

Ursuline 
 

1970-1985  

Adorers of the Blood of Christ 

Augustinian Sisters 

Assumption of Mary 

Carmelites  
Congregation of Mary Immaculate 

Congregation of the Sacred Heart 

Daughters of Charity 

Daughters of Mary and Joseph 

Daughters of Mercy 

Daughters of the Sacred Heart 

Daughters of St Francis 

Daughters of St Paul 

Daughters of Wisdom 

Dominican 

Felicians 

Franciscan 

Franciscans of the Divine Mother 

Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 

Franciscan Sisters of St Clare 

Franciscan Sisters of St Joseph 

Glenmary Sisters 

Good Shepherd 

Grey Nuns 

Handmaid Helpers of Mary 

Holy Cross 

Holy Family of Nazareth 

Holy Family Sisters  

Little Sisters of the Poor 

Maryknoll 

Medical Mission Sisters 

Mercy Sisters 

Mission Helpers of the Sacred Heart 

Missionary Sisters of St Paul 

Oblates of Mary 

Order of Saint Francis 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Sisters  

Passionist Sisters 

Perpetual Adorers 

Poor Clares 

Poor Handmaids 

Presentation Sisters 

Religious of the Sacred Heart 

School Sisters of the Immaculate Heart 

School Sisters of Notre Dame 

Servants of Mary and Joseph 

Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word 

Sisters of Divine Providence 

Sisters of the Incarnate Word 

Sisters of the Holy Cross 

Sisters of Nazareth 

Sisters of St Agnes 

Sisters of St Filippini 

Sisters of St Francis 

Sisters of St Joseph 

Sisters of St Vincent de Paul 

Sisters of Notre Dame 

Sisters of Our lady of Mercy 

Sisters of Social Service 

Sisters of the Precious 

Blood 

White Sisters   

Visitation Sisters 

Ursulines 

 

Submitted by the Archives 
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Send all content for Issue 4 to atasfcc@yahoo.com on or before March 30. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


