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July 15-19, 2018 
 

WELCOME TO CHICAGO 
THAT ALL MAY BE ONE 

 

“There are three activities that are 

absolutely vital in the creation of a 

community.  The first is eating together 

around the same table.  The second is 

praying together.  And the third is 

celebrating together.  By celebrating I mean 

to laugh, to fool around, to have fun, to give 

thanks together for life.”  (Jean Vanier, Living 

Gently in a Violent World, p. 37) 

 

The three activities presented above in 

the quote from Jean Vanier express the goal 

of the Assembly 2018.   
 

As we are preparing for this Assembly, 

the sisters have been thinking about and 

enjoying our remembrances of the sisters 

that we know in SFCC.  It will be great to 

share these with each other in Chicago.   
 

The Assembly will begin on Sunday, 

July 15.  Registration begins at 3:00 P.M.  

We conclude on Thursday, July 19, at 10:00 

A.M.  There is no free day on the schedule.  

You are more than welcome to come early 

and stay after the Assembly concludes to 

enjoy one another and share the many 

treasures of Chicago – the museums, the 

zoos, the downtown area, and, of course, the 

famous Chicago Cubs.  
 

The registration form is on page 15 of 

this issue of the ATA.  We are looking 

forward to being together and sharing our 

stories of the past and present and our vision 

for the future – THAT ALL MAY BE ONE! 

 

Holiday Inn – Midway  

Hotel Registration Information: 

The Holiday Inn – Call the hotel directly 

at 708 – 563 – 6490.  Ignore the choices on 

the recorded message and wait until it says 

you will be connected to the operator.  Tell 

the operator that you want to make a 

reservation with the Sisters For Christian 

Community group conference in July.  

If you plan to come before July 15 

and/or stay after the Assembly:  

Call Alexis Romeo at 708 – 325 – 7089.  

She is the sales manager for our conference.  

She is authorized to allow the $125.00 room 

rate for an extended stay.  

The staff at the Holiday Inn has been 

very accommodating and are looking 

forward to having the sisters at their hotel. 

 

Assembly 2018 Team Members and contact 

information are listed on the SFCC Website:  

www.sfccinternational.org 

http://www.sfccinternational.org/
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Planning ahead . . . 

 

FUTURE ASSEMBLIES beyond 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

SFCC 
Inter-
national 
Assembly 
January 24-
29, 2019 
 

PHILIPPINES 2019 
 

Fray Juan Clemente Holistic Center 
2772 Roxas Blvd. Benito Hernandez St. 

Pasay City, Philippines 

sjdefi_fjchhc@yahoo.com   

011-63-935-741-7904/995-728-9874 

Information and Registration Form on 

page 14 of this issue.   

Information also posted on 

www.sfccinternational.org 
 

 

International Assembly 2020 

50th Jubilee of SFCC 
Kansas City, MO or KS, USA 

Dates: to be announced 

____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 2018 

Martha Lopez has been very busy helping 

out with the celebrations of this liturgical 

season and preparing for group retreats.  

Yolanda Esquivel is also much occupied, 

going to Aguascalientes often as part of an 

upcoming A.C.T.S. retreat team.  MaJesus 

Rivas from Spain has been in contact as an 

inquirer.   

 

Fran Smith has been organizing trips to the 

rural areas with clothes, shoes and toys.  We 

have been receiving a lot of donations of 

used clothes and shoes, a big help for the 

folks here.  Salaries continue to be low.  A 

single medical bill, a light or bottled gas bill, 

can wipe out that allocated for food.  It’s a 

good year for the nopal cactus, so that is 

available and free for some.  Once again we 

have an intruder in our vegetable garden 

eating the peas.  However, we’ve had a good 

supply of lettuce, broccoli, and onions, and 

the cabbage is beginning to mature.  It’s 

great to have organic 

food and food we grow.   

 

Fran is very pleased to 

have found a compost 

urn for her burial, made 

in Mexico by a student 

at UNAM in Mexico 

City.  Also available are 

urns of salt and sand.   

 

Our Weavers of Hope team will have 

Scarlett Shaffer, now coordinator of our 

grant program here, as co-president when 

she returns to the U.S.  We are a step closer 

to finding a way to continue this program.  

Know that you are all in our prayers.   
Submitted by Fran Smith 
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On February 

10th, the 

Namaste 

Region began 

its meeting with a Prayer Service with a 

Biblical passage from: Isaiah 61:1-3a, 

sharing Jesus’ mission, followed by readings 

by M. Vincentia Joseph, sfcc (The 

community charism is given by the Spirit to 

be shared in ministry and spirituality, a 

charism that would bind us more closely 

with the people of God, a charism that 

would be a dynamic source of life that can’t 

be limited or contained but would be the 

very integral part of religious life to be 

witnessed and communicated).  We prayed 

the beautiful “Litany to Those Who Have 

Gone Before Us,” …which ended with 

“Lastly, we, as SFCC, have gone to the root 

of these struggles of women through the 

centuries: We strive to renounce domination 

over others, to reject unjust domination over 

ourselves, and to model to our collegial 

process what it means to be equals in Christ 

Jesus: HOLY WISDOM, CONFIRM US IN 

THIS SPIRIT.” (Ritamary Bradley, sfcc) 

 

Present were: Mary Jo Meadow (via phone), 

Margaret Underwood, and Judith Smith. 

Absent were: Mary Rose Accetturo, 

MacCanon Brown, and Rosemary 

Kaczynski. 

 

Margaret led a discussion from Spirituality 

of the Beatitudes (Michael H. Crosby, 

OFM,Cap.) with an emphasis on 

“oikos/oikonomia,” or household. Matthew’s 

Gospel writings to his audience, the early 

Christians, centered around the milieu they 

lived in.  One of these elements was the 

“house church.”  Mary Jo, having been a 

member in a house church, shared some of 

her spirit-filled experiences as: community 

building (a belonging to and going beyond 

the house to the community), support/care 

for each other, equalitarianism, and having 

common values.  We spent a lengthy time 

on this discussion. 
 

Margaret continued the discussion on the 

beatitude, “Blessed are those who mourn for 

they shall be comforted.”  We related the 

meaning of this 

beatitude to our lives, 

to events, and 

structures (systems) in 

the community around 

us.   
 

Judith opened the 

discussion on the 

proposal in the Dec./Jan. All-To-All.  

Members present at this community 

business meeting did not support the 

proposal in the Dec./Jan. ATA as it is not in 

the harmony with SFCC beginning principle 

(Ref.: Sudden Spring by Lillanna Kopp, 

SFCC, pg.99, “Toward A Spiritual Poverty” 

and Ref.: from the ARCHIVES, stated in the 

ATA Febr./March, pgs. 17-18 under 

Proposals and Recommendations.) 
 

We wholeheartedly wished Mary Jo a 

Happy and Blessed Birthday (Febr. 10th).  

We are looking forward to the Gathering 

with the Maranatha Region (Febr. 16th) at 

Holy Apostles Parish in New Berlin, WI.  
Submitted by Judith Smith 

 

 

March 10, 

2018 

 

We met at 

St. Rita’s 

Parish Hall in San Diego as guests of         

Sr. Margaret Castro, her co-worker Sr. Dina 

Garcia, and a helpful parishioner.   
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Present were Christine Bellefontaine, Patrice 

Bennett, Margaret Castro, Carmen Figueroa, 

Gloria Galvan, Jo Grady, Guadalupe Moore, 

Peggy Ramsden, Friends of SFCC Amelia 

Baliling and Dina, guest Carmen Salgado, 

and the helper 

Deborah Green.   

 

Lucinda Girard was 

not there due to having 

had her car side-

swiped and rendered 

undriveable.  Lucinda 

herself was not 

injured.   
 

The weather was frightful, rainy and dismal 

but we all had a good time.  After a 

wonderful meal provided by our hosts, we 

had a Lenten Prayer Service followed by a 

discussion of Richard Rohr’s book           

The Divine Dance.  Carmen gave an 

excellent synopsis that she had written.   

 

The next meeting will be at the home of 

Christine and Patrice on May 28.  
Submitted by Jo Grady 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

Christella Emano 
(Gulf South) was 

recognized as a 

nominee for the NCEA 2018 Lead, Learn, 

Proclaim Award.  She is Director of 

Religious Education and children’s choir 

director at Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

School in Kenner, Louisiana. 

Links to the following cited articles are also 

available at www.sfccinternational.org:  

 

Margaret Gonsalves 
(WEB, India) wrote 

another insightful and 

challenging article for 

Global Sisters Report:  

http://globalsistersreport.
org/column/spirituality-
equality/poor-jesus-and-
vow-poverty-52291  
 

Alison McCrary was 

interviewed for Global 

Sisters Report about her 

work as a civil rights 

activist attorney and her 

journey to SFCC.   

http://globalsistersreport
.org/blog/q/equality/q-
sr-alison-mccrary-
working-hold-police-
accountable-53061. 

 

Alison has also been selected as a “New 

Contemplatives Fellow” at Spiritual 

Directors International that began in April 

and also a “Better Selves Fellow” at Peter 

Forbes’ Knoll Farm in Vermont in July with 

35 other social justice advocates. 
_______________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sfccinternational.org/
http://globalsistersreport.org/column/spirituality-equality/poor-jesus-and-vow-poverty-52291
http://globalsistersreport.org/column/spirituality-equality/poor-jesus-and-vow-poverty-52291
http://globalsistersreport.org/column/spirituality-equality/poor-jesus-and-vow-poverty-52291
http://globalsistersreport.org/column/spirituality-equality/poor-jesus-and-vow-poverty-52291
http://globalsistersreport.org/blog/q/equality/q-sr-alison-mccrary-working-hold-police-accountable-53061
http://globalsistersreport.org/blog/q/equality/q-sr-alison-mccrary-working-hold-police-accountable-53061
http://globalsistersreport.org/blog/q/equality/q-sr-alison-mccrary-working-hold-police-accountable-53061
http://globalsistersreport.org/blog/q/equality/q-sr-alison-mccrary-working-hold-police-accountable-53061
http://globalsistersreport.org/blog/q/equality/q-sr-alison-mccrary-working-hold-police-accountable-53061
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E-Address for SFCC Archives 

 
 

 

Lillanna 

Kopp’s 

Sudden Spring 

and 

Ann 

Pennington’s 

Commentary 

 

The full 

content of 

Sudden Spring 

is available 

free of charge 

on the SFCC 

website.  

 

The full content of the Commentary by Ann 

Pennington, sfcc is also available on the 

website. 

 

You may enlarge or reduce the size of print 

to meet your individual need.  The book 

may be viewed and printed out by individual 

by chapter.  
 

Log into www.sfccinternational.org and then 

the use the password using the password 

available from your RCC or from 

sfccweb@yahoo.com to access the Member 

page where both Sudden Spring and the 

Commentary are located. 

Vital Information Form 

 

The new Vital Information Form is on our 

website, www.sfccinternational.org, in the 

membership section.   

 

 

SFCC Memoir Form 

 

We are asked and encouraged to complete 

the Memoir Form and send them to 

Archives.  A major purpose is to help 

Archives write obituaries when we pass 

away.   

 

In addition, we can use what we write in our 

Memoir to guide recording our stories for 

the 2018 Assembly in Chicago.   

The forms were sent to the Regional 

Communication Coordinators for 

distribution.  A copy is on page 13 of this 

issue.   

 

 

Calling Forth a New ICC Team 
 

As announced in the previous ATA issues:  

At the 2018 Assembly we will call forth a 

new team to serve as our International 

Communication Coordinators.  Rita Yeasted 

and Roberta Kardell, now in the second year 

of their second 3-year term, will serve for 

one more year and help the new team to 

transition in this service role.   

 

A question has been raised about continuing 

our prior practice of initially calling forth 

possible ICCs at the Assembly, even if those 

called forth could not be present.  However, 

at the 2012 Assembly at Calgary, we had the 

following Affirmation: 

 

“#2 WEB Region: Calling Forth 

ICCs: That the process for calling 

forth the International 

Communications Coordinators 

http://www.sfccinternational.org/
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(ICCs) team be extended beyond the 

Assembly to the full SFCC 

membership.  SUMMMARY OF 

CONSENSUS DISCUSSION: 

Publish names of candidates in the 

March/April publication of ATA; 

those to be affirmed are to be present 

at Affirming Assembly; if one of the 

potential team members is not able to 

attend the Assembly because of an 

emergency, she will communicate 

with the teammate attending the 

Assembly; this exception is 

permitted by the term “virtual 

communication” on page 1 of the 

Viewbook.  This Proposal was 

affirmed with qualifications noted.”  
(Assembly 2012, Calgary, ATA Vol. 43, 

Issue 1, Oct/Nov 2012, emphasis by 

editor) 

 

Those being recommended and those 

thinking of volunteering to serve the 

community in this capacity would thus have 

time for prayerful discernment before the 

Assembly.  All members share responsibility 

for prayerful discernment.   

 

At this time two members have volunteered 

to serve as the ICC team, Virgie Azcueta 

and Carmen Gillick.  They were presented 

in the past two ATA issues.   

 

 
SFCC E-mail Group:  Contact Fran 

Campbell if you want to join: 

francampbell@yahoo.com 
 
____________________________________ 

 

 

Mary Connors (WEB), for continued 

recovery after chemotherapy, and in 

gratitude for the progress.   

 

Nira LeDoux (Gulf South), who is in 

hospice care and wants to go “home” 

(February 2018).  

 

Ligouri Rossner, for her spirits and for help 

to cope with declining strength.   

 

Mary Jane Strauch (Gulf South), for 

recovery from infection and multiple falls 

that caused hospitalization (February 2018).   

 

Rita Washington, in critical condition 

(early April 2018), and dear friend Patsy 

Guyton at her bedside.   

 

For all SFCC members and family members 

with serious health issues and for all in long 

term care and hospice. 

 

For SFCCs in areas affected by injustice, 

poverty, unrest, war, persecution, and 

environmental disasters, for their health, 

safety and protection, and for their needs so 

they can accomplish their ministries.   

 

For those who share our charisms in 

Covenant/Companions For Christian 

Community and Brothers For Christian 

Community. 
_______________________________________ 

 

Reminder:  Please encourage each other to 

have (a) designated contact person(s) keep 

in communication with SFCC on your 

behalf, informing us of your whereabouts 

and situation, in case you ever become 

unable to communicate for yourself.   

mailto:francampbell@yahoo.com
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Send Contact Changes for website Directory 

to FranCampbell@yahoo.com or the new 

Archives e-address below: 
 

 
 

Dever, Catherine 

No E-mail 

 

Dowhaniuk, Maria 

marido77215@gmail.com 

 

Gorospe, Shirley  

C: 011-63-907-954-0869 

C: 011-63-977-116-7799 

 

Hajdukovic, Joyce  

Region: At Large 

 

Jenkins, Sue 

H: 317-920-1000 

srsuejenkins@sbc.global.net 

 

Martinez, Juanita 

C: 713-301-9130 

 

Schneider, Lorraine 

H: 206-923-4004 

 

Strauch, Mary Jane 

(To correct error in Directory) 

517 29th Avenue North 

Texas City, TX 77590-4217 

409-256-0213 

Taetz, Joanne 

PO Box 293 

Fairfax, VT 05454 

H: 802-849-6010  
 

Wieczynski, Pat 

303 Maiden Choice Lane, Apt. 316 

Catonsville, MD 21228 
 

Winkels, Roberta 

(in Guatemala)  

FAX: Same as home landline; call first 

____________________________________ 

 

BECOMING PROCESS 
 

Inquirer: Everlyne Ongoni 

Born on Nov. 3, 1975 

in Kenya. 

She is a Medical 

Laboratory officer in 

the hospital of the 

Holy Rosary Sisters. 

 

She is an inquirer 

who will attend the 

2018 Chicago 

Assembly.   
Introduced by Virgie Azcueta, Mentor 

 

Virgie Azcueta, sends the exciting news that 

Columba Thadey, Affiliate from Tanzania, 

Martha Nyaga and Everlyne Ongoni, 

Inquirers from Kenya, were granted U.S. 

visas and will be attending the Chicago 

Assembly 2018.  Their mentor Virgie will 

be hosting their stay in Gurnee, IL before 

the Assembly. 

mailto:FranCampbell@yahoo.com
mailto:marido77215@gmail.com
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Pat Boyd 

Northern California 

1925-2018 

SFCC: 1982-2018 

 

Born in Minnesota 

in 1925, Pat earned 

a degree in History 

and Business from 

St Catherine 

College in St Paul, 

Minnesota.  By 

1958 Pat had relocated to Spokane, 

Washington, where she entered the Sisters 

of the Cross, a cloistered contemplative 

community.  

 

Pat served the cloister as community 

liturgist responsible for researching, 

planning and implementing community 

thematic Eucharistic and para-liturgies 

Upon choosing to do apostolic ministry, Pat 

attended the Jesuit Gonzaga University in 

Spokane, Washington where she earned a 

Masters’ Degree in Religious Studies.  

Studies at the university separated her from 

the cloister and she left the community in 

1976 after 18 years.  
 

1976-77 Pat was the Publicity Director at 

Immaculate Heart Retreat Center in Spokane 

where she published the monthly newsletter, 

served as a retreat team member and 

facilitated centering prayer workshops, as 

well as volunteered as a small group prayer 

leader.  Often, Pat was the retreat’s lecturer 

for small workshops in the Spokane area. 

1977-78 Pat also worked at the St Francis 

Parish House of Prayer in Spokane where 

she worked closely with Bishop Topel. 

 

In 1979 Pat moved to Berkeley, California 

to be near her extended family there.  

During the next 40 years, Pat worked for a 

living and lived simply in a small 2 room 

apartment.  She was always faithful to her 

calling as a contemplative and was an active 

member of the Association of 

Contemplative Sisters (ACS). 

 

Pat was a faithful member of the University 

Newman Center but was not pastorally 

engaged there.  She was interested in politics 

and followed the news, clearly favoring 

social justice and human rights issues; but 

was not an activist.  Pat never really stopped 

being a monk, living a contemplative and 

private life style in the world.    

 

Pat was a very active 

member of the Northern 

California Region.  After 

the Region went inactive 

in 2000, Pat was always 

delighted to have phone 

calls from other SFCCs 

and from family. 

 

Anne Brotherton, sfcc recalls: Pat became a 

dear friend when I arrived in Berkeley, and 

our friendship was a joy and comfort to me 

during all 24 years that I remained there.  

Our best days were in the last 4 years when 

we both had apartments in the same 

building.  Pat was not an initiator, but she 

was a wonderful respondent.  I would often 

suggest going to Mass at the Newman 

Center, going to the grocery store, or – best 

of all – going for a bite to eat.  Pat’s reply 

was always, “sounds good!”  And now I 

enjoy imagining that, when the Lord invited 

Pat into the glories of heaven, her response 

was, as always, “Sounds good!” 
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Fran Campbell, sfcc received a warm 

welcome from Pat upon her arrival at UC 

Berkeley in 1980 when Fran began her 

doctoral studies there.  Pat worked at the 

university’s School of Law and several 

times a week would share a bag lunch with 

Fran under a shade tree on campus.  Pat 

always started lunch with, “How’s today 

going for you, my dear?”  Her focus was 

always away from herself and onto others. 

 

Recently, dementia had made it impossible 

for Pat to remain in her apartment, so her 

family had found a place for her.  But when 

her niece, Mary O’Melia visited her just 

prior to the planned move, she found Pat 

unable to move and realized that she must 

have had a stroke.  Pat was put into the 

hospital in Berkeley where she quickly 

succumbed to pneumonia at the age of 92.  

A service was held by the family and the 

remains were interred near her parents in 

Minnesota.            Submitted by the Archives 

 

 

Mae Belle Gay 

Gulf South Region 

1926 – 2017 

SFCC: 1976-2017 

 

Mae Belle Gay was 

an active member of 

the Gulf South 

Region and said she 

wanted to be of service to the SFCC 

community through art and to continue to 

teach religious education through art.  Her 

hope for the church was more religious adult 

education and the active practice of 

ecumenism.  She is remembered especially 

by long time SFCC, Laurine Murtagh: “Mae 

Belle lived in Montgomery, Alabama, and 

was a member of the Gulf South Region for 

as long as I knew her, which was quite a few 

years.  When she was no longer able to 

travel to the regionals or keep up 

correspondence, folks lost contact with her.  

She and I stayed in touch until after her 

family moved Mae Belle to Florida, but only 

for a short time as she could not speak on 

the phone, and writing was out of the 

question.  Mae Belle was one fine lady!!!  

Now she is enjoying all the beauty she 

portrayed in art and in person.” 

 

Mae Belle was born 

in Selma, Alabama in 

1926.  She began to 

study art at age 16.  

As a young woman, 

Mae Belle was 

described as 

aggressive, smart and 

sweet.  She was the 

founding member and served as the first 

president of the Montgomery Art Guild, 

formed by 35 local artists in the late 1950s.  

The Guild continues to thrive in 

Montgomery and the surrounding region 

promoting and making citizens aware of the 

visual arts.  The Guild encourages artists of 

all ages and assists them to continue their 

work and study.  The Guild also sponsors 

exhibitions of local artists. 

 

With a doctorate in art, Mae Belle was a 

Professor of Art at Troy University and 

Huntingdon College for more than 20 years.  

Her art was known and appreciated 

throughout the region and was often 
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exhibited in galleries and art shows.  A few 

samples of her art are pictured in this 

obituary.  Mae Belle was a talented teacher 

who passed her love of art to many students 

during her long teaching career. 

 

Mae Belle died January 5, 2017.  She was 

survived by three nephews and three great-

nieces and nephews.  Those who lived near 

or who worked with her, remembered her as 

a “kind and gentle soul who always had time 

to talk about art and about life.”   
Submitted by SFCC Archives 

 

 

Elizabeth L. 

O’Neill 

Koinonia Region 

1930-2018 

SFCC:  1976 - 2018 

 

Born in Cleveland, 

Ohio, on February 

6, 1930, Betty 

passed away peacefully the morning of 

February 3, 2018, just 3 days before her 88th 

birthday.  She attended daily Mass, often 

being seen walking to and from Mass 

despite the distance, the weather and her 

age.  Betty pre-planned her funeral Mass.  

The offertory Hymn was the “Prayer of St. 

Francis”, which was also on the back of her 

funeral program and on her funeral holy 

card.  The other hymns she chose are, “Take 

Me Home”, “On Eagles Wings”, “Here I 

Am Lord”, “Ave Maria” and the recessional, 

“How Great Thou Art”.  After the Liturgy, a 

celebration took place in the reception hall 

to honor her ‘colorful’ life.  The walls were 

graced with many of Betty’s paintings which 

she generously and posthumously gifted to 

anyone in attendance.   

 

Betty was one of over 100 artists in an old 

1909 Cincinnati warehouse building now 

called The Pendleton Art Center.  She had a 

large studio on the 7th floor where she 

painted thousands of themed abstract art 

pieces (especially prolific in recent years).  

She said, “My purpose is to try and show the 

value of our life through painting.  Upside 

down or inside out, it all counts.  God is 

there.”   

 

Over the years, Betty wrote hundreds of 

poems.  In the mid-70’s she self-published a 

hardbound book of her earliest poetry with 

accompanying sketches, called “A Word in 

Time.”  Betty loved the freedom of riding 

horses since childhood and did so once 

again in the early 2000’s (age 70+) when 

she went on a senior road excursion in the 

northeast.  Some of the strongest themes of 

Betty’s art and poetry are:  oneness, 

freedom, equality, justice, peace, dignity, 

opportunity, democracy, hope, 

communication, dialogue, colors, wonder, 

nature, beauty, water, life, religion, music, 

humor, reflection and childlike simplicity. 
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Betty was a devoted 

aunt and steadfast 

friend to many both 

within and outside of 

SFCC.  She earned a 

BA of Fine Arts from 

Saint Mary of the 

Woods in Indiana.  

After furthering her 

education with 

graduate work in the 

Cleveland and 

Chicago Art Institutes 

and Northern Illinois 

University, she taught 

art on many 

educational levels.  During the 12 years 

which Betty spent teaching art to inner-city 

high school students in Chicago, she said, “I 

learned the grass roots of humanity and 

found expression to be a saving factor.”  

Betty also taught in a private academy for 2 

years and served as a Docent in the 

Cincinnati Art Museum for many years.  

Over the last few decades, she worked out of 

her own studio in Cincinnati, Ohio and 

exhibited regularly in many galleries. 

 

Betty O'Neill was a cherished member of 

Sisters For Christian Community for over 40 

years.  She served as its International 

Communications Coordinator during a 

pivotal time in the history of our 

community.  Her quiet wisdom, insight and 

steadfast integrity proved to be both timely 

and invaluable to our international 

membership and to the continued future of 

SFCC. 
 

Betty was active in the Koinonia Region.  

Her beautiful works of art often decorated 

the meeting sites of our International 

Assemblies or were integrated into 

Assembly logos.  She will be missed not 

only by her family but also by all SFCC.  

Betty leaves the legacy of her presence 

among us and the joy of her art so freely 

shared. 

 

Betty also authored and illustrated a series 

of children’s books with Funny Bone Books, 

to help educate 

the children of 

America.  Her 

books featured 

Alfred, a young 

elephant who 

traveled with Mr. 

Monocle to 

different areas of 

the United States.  

The books 

introduced children ages 3-8 to different 

geographical phenomena, historical 

landmarks, and different cultures. The goal 

of the books was to show the greatness of 

America through words and illustration. 

 

Betty O’Neill is survived by many nieces 

and nephews and close friends. 
Submitted by the SFCC Archives 

 

 

Herlinda Pop-

Pacay 

WEB Region, 

Guatemala 

1946-2018 

SFCC: 1997-2018 
 

Born in Coban, 

Northern Guatemala 

on December 29, 1946, Herlinda passed 

away peacefully at home on the morning of 

February 28, 2018.  She has lived and 

ministered with Roberta Winkels in 

Guatemala for more than thirty years.  

Roberta has been her caregiver for the past 

few years and Herlinda continued to 

participate in their ministry, as she was able. 

 

After high school Herlinda studied at the 

University of San Carlos, where she earned 



 

 

ATA Vol. 48 Issue 4 Apr.-May 2018 12 

her teaching degree.  It was then that 

Herlinda entered the Dominican Sisters of 

the Rosary.  After taking leave to take a 

short course at the Pastoral Institute for 

Latin America, combined with a period of 

discernment, she was invited to visit and 

later entered the School Sisters of Notre 

Dame being attracted by their concept of 

religious life and open spirit.  She made her 

vows in 1978.  She earned her Theology 

degree at the University of Francisco 

Marroquin in Guatemala and became active 

in Pastoral Ministry in the marginalized 

areas of Guatemala City. 

 

She remained with the congregation until 

1995.  During those years Herlinda 

discovered her call to serve the poor and 

marginalized in Guatemala without 

imposing a North American structure and 

governance within a culture which is Central 

American. 

 

Herlinda’s 1997 SFCC Commitment 

Formula speaks to that call: 

 

“As a sign of my fidelity to the call You 

have given me and the answer I have given 

You, Lord, I want to continue responding 

with my life.  LISTENING with attention 

and depth to what you ask of me.  LOVING 

without counting the cost.  SHARING who I 

am and what You have given me, wherever 

You call me to serve.  Accompany me Lord, 

on this journey which I share with the 

Sisters for Christian Community.  Give me 

the strength to live out faithfully what I 

have promised.” 
Submitted by the SFCC Archives 

____________________________________ 
 

WITHDRAWAL 
 

Linda Schwamberger notified us of her 

choice to withdraw from SFCC on April 2, 

2018.  May God bless her as she continues 

her life journey.   

 

The following excerpt is taken from the ATA 

September 22, 1970.  For the first several 

years, Lillanna Kopp produced and mailed 

out the newsletter, often several times a 

month.  In this newsletter Lillanna 

announces the addition of two new 

members, bringing the total membership to 

14!   Halfway through the newsletter, 

Lillanna addresses the issue of vows. 

 

Sisters, a few of you have asked about 

promises or vows.  This is wholly personal 

decision if and when and for how long.  If 

you wish to formalize your commitment, as 

I described [in the last newsletter] that our 

newest members, Gertrude and Michaela are 

doing, and if you have a signed paper you 

wish to keep on file in a central place, fine.  

Though there is no need for it, I can file 

them with Bishop Breitenbeck.  He is 

wonderfully interested in Sisters even 

though his position as Representative of 

American Bishops for Women Religious 

was dissolved when he was given his own 

Grand Rapids Diocese.  Though he in no 

way sponsors us, he is a friend whose 

counsel and encouragement has meant much 

to me.  I mentioned that I was writing to ask 

if he would receive our vows by mail if we 

wished.  He answered the next day with two 

whole pages single spaced but did not 

mention my question.  I feel he is terribly 

preoccupied with priest problems now so we 

will not bother to confirm what we simply 

do if we wish: formalize individual promise/ 

vows.  Your sister in Christ, Lillanna Kopp 

 
Submitted by Archives 

 



SFCC Memoir Form  
 
 
NAME:  
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Where were you born and where did you spend your childhood?  Number of siblings 
 
 
 
What schools did you attend?  Education certificates or degrees? 
 
 
 
Previous religious community?  When did you enter?  Leave? 
 
 
 
Your ministries, favorite / least favorite, in your previous community? 
 
 
 
Your ministries, favorite / least favorite since you left your previous community? 
 
 
 
How you discovered SFCC (who, what or why led you to SFCC)?   
 
 
 
What most attracted you to SFCC?  (choose own ministry? freedom of living situation? etc) 
 
 
 
SFCC Region of which you are member  
 
 
 
One reason why you remain in SFCC 
 
 
 
Your hobby, passion, proud accomplishment? 
 

 



PHILIPPINES 2019 
SFCC International Assembly 
January 24-29, 2019 
 

Fray Juan Clemente Holistic Center 
2772 Roxas Blvd. Benito Hernandez St. 
Pasay City, Philippines 
sjdefi_fjchhc@yahoo.com  011-63-935-741-7904/995-728-9874 
 

Full Name ___________________________ Region _______________ (    ) Inquirer, (    ) Affiliate, (    ) Affirmed 
 
Address: __________________________ City______________ State_____Zip _____Country____________ 
 
Contact Information: Email _________________________Phone Country code (       ) _________________ 
 
Special Dietary Needs ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Assembly Fee: $50.00  ________  Check No. ____________     Deadline: Dec. 1, 2018           
Make/send to Sr. Virgie Mission Fund  1493 Hazelwood Ct.  Gurnee, IL 60031 
 
Room  Sharing with 1________________________ 2 ____________________ 3 _____________________  
$37.00 /night for two, $9.00 additional person.   
Room rates include breakfast. Regrets: NO PRIVATE ROOMS. 

Lunch: $4.30,  Dinner: $4.30,   Snacks AM:  $2.35,   Snacks PM: $2.35 ,  Gala Dinner: $5.30   Total: $18.60/day 
 

50% of Room and Meals for 5 Days/Nights to be paid by Dec. 1, 2018.  
50% Room for two and meals = $139.00 50% for Room additional person and meals = $84.84 
Make check/send to Sr. Virgie Mission Fund   1493 Hazelwood Ct. Gurnee, IL 60031 
Amount: ___________  Check No. _______________ 
Balance for Room and Meals to be paid upon arrival at Fray Juan Clemente. 
 
Massage : $6.85/hour    Date _________________________  Time ______________________  
Choice of time: 1:00-2:00 PM,     8:00-9:00 PM,     9:00-10:00 PM,     10:00-11:00 PM 
 
Please indicate any special song you wish to be included in the Liturgy: ______________________________ 
Affiliation Covenant:  Name ____________________________  Region _____________________ 
Affirmation:                Name ____________________________  Region _____________________ 
Anniversary (     ) years   Name __________________________     Region _____________________ 
 
I plan to arrive on ______________ (Date) _________ (Time)_______________________(Airline)  
 
I plan to depart on _____________ (Date)  ___________(Time) ________________________ (Airline) 
 
I am interested to tour after Assembly:  Ilocos Sur (    ) Marinduque (    ) Bohol (     ) Naval (   ) Cagayan de Oro  (    )  
 

Mail Registration to: 
Virginia S. Azcueta, SFCC    1493 Hazelwood Ct. Gurnee, IL 60031 

Any question send to: srvirgie@gmail.com  or Text/ call -Virginia Azcueta (messenger) 
 

mailto:sjdefi_fjchhc@yahoo.com
mailto:srvirgie@gmail.com


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name ………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Address …………………………………………………………………… 

 

City ………..……………State/Prov.……..Zip/Postal Code………….… 

 

Country……..………………… 

 

 

Contact information: Phone …………….……….…..……..…………….. 

 

 E-mail ……………………………………………… 

 

    [Special needs …………………………………………………………... 

 

 ………..…………………………………………………………………] 

 

 

Assembly fee: $250.00 

 Includes Breakfast & Dinner; daily snack (morning/afternoon); 

 Meeting room, prayer room/team meeting room; extras (mics, etc.) 

 

1) A $50.00 deposit is requested before May 31  

           (balance due by June 30, 2018) 

2) Make checks payable to Sisters For Christian Community 

3) Send registration form accompanied by your check to: 

Monica Sesko, SFCC / 5214 Brindlewood Dr. / Plainfield, IL 60586 

 

Also, Please indicate your mode of transportation: 

  Airplane {arrival: Day__________, Time__________} 

  Amtrak {arrival: Day__________, Time__________} 

  Bus {arrival: Day__________, Time__________} 

  Car {arrival: Day__________, Time__________} 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send Information for next issue to atasfcc@yahoo.com on or before May 30, 2018. 

 


