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ASSEMBLY 

2019 

 

 

JANUARY 20-23     EARLY ARRIVALS  

JANUARY 24 THURSDAY 

6:15      MASS in CHAPEL (OPTIONAL) 

7:30 BREAKFAST 

8:00 REGISTRATION (HALL) 

12:00 PM   LUNCH/ FREE TIME 

3:30 MERIENDA / REGISTRATION 

5:00 WELCOME/ SOCIALIZATION  

7:00 SUPPER / FREE TIME 

 

JANUARY 25 - FRIDAY 

7:30       BREAKFAST 

8:30 SFCC IN THE PHILIPPINES – V 

AZCUETA 

10:00 MERIENDA (snack) 

10:30 SFCC: “HOLY SHADOW WAY 

OF LIVING” - M GONSALVES  

12:00 PM   LUNCH/ FREE TIME  

3:00 PRESENTATION:   TESS APOR  

4:00 MERIENDA 

4:30 INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS 

MEETING 

5:30 “REMEMBERING OUR SISTERS” 

6:00 MASS (HALL) 

7:00 SUPPER / FREE TIME 

 

JANUARY 26 - SATURDAY 

7:30 AM  BREAKFAST  

8:30 PRESENTATION:   

M. DESTACAMENTO, A. MANGAO, N. 

MEJOS  

10:00 MERIENDA  

10:30 PRESENTATION:  ATTY.  

SOMERA SEVA 

“THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN FAITH 

BASED ORGANIZATIONS IN CLIMATE 

CHANGE ADAPTATION AND 

DISASTER RISK REDUCTION IN ASIA 

PACIFIC”  

12:00 PM  LUNCH  /  FREE TIME 

3:00 “ASIAN WELLNESS”  C. SANTOS  

4:00 MERIENDA 

5:30 COMMITMENT LITURGY 

7:00 GALA SUPPER  

8:00 CULTURAL SHOW  

 

JANUARY 27 - SUNDAY 

7:30        BREAKFAST 

8:30   PRESENTATION: R. OCAMPO  

9:30 “SUDDEN SPRING” E. LANIGAO  

10:00  MERIENDA 

10:30  GROUP PICTURE  

11:00  BUSINESS SESSION  

12:00 PM LUNCH / FREE TIME 

3:00  BUSINESS SESSION  

4:00  MERIENDA  

4:30  BUSINESS SESSION  

5:30  MASS 

7:00  SUPPER / FREE TIME 

 

JANUARY 28 - MONDAY 

6:15    MASS HOSPITAL CHAPEL  

7:30   BREAKAST  

8:00 MANILA TOUR & SHOPPING 

6:00 PM CLOSING/ EVALUATION 

7:00  SUPPER  

 

JANUARY 29- TUESDAY 

6:15 AM MASS / DEPARTURES 

http://www.sfccinternational.org/
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Five DAM Region 

members met on 

November 9, 10 and 

11 in Phoenix at the 

home of Pat Mullen.  

Those present were:  

Suzanne Dunn, 

Jeannette Love, Rose 

Miles, Pat Mitchell, 

and Pat Mullen. 

 

Friday evening was dedicated to dining on 

pizza and salad and sharing the highlights of 

our lives since our last gathering.  Saturday 

began with prayer/reflection/sharing led by 

Pat Mullen. To reflect on our Spirituality of 

Oneness theme, we viewed a video of 

Margaret Wheatley relative to her newest 

book, Who Do We Choose to Be in which 

she expresses her views on facing reality, 

claiming leadership, and the realization that 

“joy is the consequence of working 

together.”  Wheatley, founder of the Center 

for Transformation, stresses it is through 

teamwork that productivity increases 35%.  

Thoughtful discussion followed. 

 

The highlight of the day was our visit to 

Lorraine Castelein in her new residence, Sun 

Valley Lodge: 12415 No. 103 Ave., Sun 

City, AZ 85351 (should you wish to drop 

her a line written LARGE).  Jeannette 

brought with her two beautiful prayer shawls 

made by women of the church from which 

her Church of the Beatitudes leases worship 

space, and we, as a region, made donations 

to the knitters for their future endeavors 

creating prayer shawls.  With each shawl 

came an inspirational prayer which we read 

to Lorraine as one shawl was presented to 

her. She was deeply touched by both the 

shawl and the prayer. We took Lorraine to 

lunch at her favorite restaurant.  It was a 

delight to spend this time with her. The 

second shawl was delivered to Barbara 

Donohue of Tucson three days later by 

Suzanne who, following our weekend, spent 

time with Barbara Donohue, Therese 

Martin, and Barb Crummitt. These three 

members were unable to attend our meeting 

nor was Fran Campbell able to attend. 

 

Once re-assembled at Pat’s home we delved 

into our social justice topic: Ethical Issues in 

Artificial Intelligence. Together we read 

aloud the article: Top 9 Ethical Issues in 

Artificial Intelligence, by Julia Bossman, of 

the World Economic Forum.  What are some 

of the ethical issues? Unemployment, 

Inequality, Humanity, Artificial Stupidity 

(How can we guard against mistakes?), 

Racist Robots, Security, Singularity, Robot 

Rights, Evil Genies ie. Unintended 

Consequences (Example: AI system is asked 

to eradicate cancer in the 

world. AI spits out a 

formula that does so – by 

killing everyone on the 

planet! - and the goal of no 

more cancer is achieved!    

 

Late afternoon Rose gave 

us a summary of the recent 

SFCC Assembly in 

Chicago including Community Business. 

Dinner followed. On Sunday, we had 

breakfast together followed by our closing 

prayer: May We Go Forth As One, led by 

RCC Rose Miles.   submitted by Pat Mullen 

 

 

gathered at 

Daytona 

Shores. You 

should have 
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been there! Here we were attempting to be 

realistic about our limitations in traveling to 

Assemblies, perhaps in time, even to 

Regionals. But then our meeting began with 

a very meaningful prayer service, “We 

Remember” led by Jill…and after input 

from those regretting not being there… we 

began sharing our re-reading of “Sudden 

Springs”. Mary and Mary provided 

questions to facilitate the discussion. The 

energy and investment, the thinking and 

sharing produced a spirit that invited such 

hope…it invited us to be realistic about our 

journey, our beginnings, our gratitude to 

Lillanna [Kopp], as well as the absolute 

necessity of embracing the reality of the 

present. Our history is about moving from 

the known of what was to the necessity of 

the changes that needed to be. Is that not our 

call now? 

 

After a luncheon that continued the 

meaningful sharing, the spirit and important 

information of Assembly 2018 were 

highlighted by Loretta. All to All items on 

assemblies, service roles, our recently 

deceased sisters and our 

meaningful memories and 

gratitude for them reinforced 

all 

that “we remembered” that 

day. Jill and Phyllis closed 

the meeting with a Blessing Poem by John 

O’Donahue.  How blessed we are to have 

one another!  
                               submitted by Mary Steves 

 

 

 

The 

Gulf 

South 

Region 

gathered 

at the Microtel in Breaux Bridge, Louisiana 

from October 19-21, 2018. Present were 

Sisters Ginny Braniff, Diane Depwe, 

Christella Emano, Alison McCrary, Laurine 

Murtagh, Rosanne Plagens, Sharon Rambin, 

and Ameline Theriot along with friends 

Michaeline Green OP and Marilyn Habets. 

Not able to attend were Mary Anne Gaudin, 

Nancy Brossette, Clarise Carroll, Carmelita 

Stein, Suzanne Friedman, Clare Thomas, 

and Lydia Plastas 

 

Friday evening, Alison provided a briefing a 

and slide presentation from the 2018 

Assembly in Chicago last July. We 

discussed and arrived at consensus to invite 

a man interested in joining the BFCCs to our 
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next regional gathering in April.  The 

evening concluded with a prayer service, A 

New Season, prepared by Sharon Rambin. 

 

On Saturday, we prayed with Sharon 

Rambin’s service “Celebrating the Lives of 

our Sisters” and shared memories of the 

Sisters who has gone before us. Rosanne 

shared about the wake and funeral of Nira 

LeDoux. Ameline and Rosanne were 

privileged to drape the pall over Nira’s 

casket. The sharing concluded with singing 

the song “I Can Only Imagine,” a song that 

was sung at Peggy Ramsden’s funeral 

service. We then shared news of our Sisters 

who were not able to be present with us. 

After a prayer service we had called “Hope 

and Healing,” we attended Mass at St. 

Bernard Church and enjoyed 

an evening meal together 

followed by wine and dessert 

at the hotel.  

 

After Sunday morning prayer 

service, “Anchored in Christ 

Alone,” each person departed 

home.  Sharon Rambin 

prepared the prayers for the weekend. The 

next Gulf South Regional is April 5-7 in 

Shreveport, Louisiana.   
                        submitted by Ameline Theriot 
 

 

 

 

The 

Koinonea 

Region  

met on 

Oct.  18-19 at the retirement home of the 

Precious Blood Sisters in Dayton, Ohio.  

Kathleen Terlau facilitated.  Carmen Gillick 

and Marie Seaman led prayers for the 

afternoon session; Rachel Richards and 

Kathleen prayers for the following morning 

meeting. Sharing our most embarrassing 

moment led to laughs and sharing on a 

possible title of our autobiography led to 

new insights about one another.  Kathleen 

led us (wore us out) in chair exercises and 

Rachel provided some fun games. 

 

Beth Grismer’s   presentation followed 

Sandra Schneider’s premise in Written That 

You May Believe that the seven persons 

Jesus confronts in the Gospel of John are 

symbolic of different stages of discipleship 

that we see in parishes and in ourselves. 
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Mary and John the Baptist both have their 

own symbolism. 

 

Discussion of the business meeting in 

Chicago led to this strong suggestion:  

 that SFCC members should begin thinking 

about our next ICC’s now, so that names of   

candidates can be published in ATA a year 

before the affirmation, and discussion can 

take place at the 2020 Assembly. Honoring 

the affirmed proposal (this was checked out) 

no one can be proposed from the floor at the 

Assembly that affirms the new ICC’s in 

2021.” 

 

We also suggested that SFCC needs to 

consider how increasing international 

membership will 

challenge us to 

make changes in 

current procedures 

and structures. 

 

 We renewed 

sponsoring another 

student at Fran 

Smith’s Weavers 

ministry, each of us pledging to contribute 

$5.00 a month.  We will meet in May  
                      submitted by Beth Grismer 

 

 

 

 

 

Manila Region met December 09 at the Fray 

Juan Clemente Holistic Center 

 

In attendance for the morning activities 

were: Virginia Azcueta, Ma. Luisa Asuncion 

Ma. Cornelia Santos, Connie Jordan 

(inquirer), Rosa Ocampo, Fidel Marie 

Avanzado and Fe Aguilar. The afternoon 

saw the arrival of Marivic Cotiamco and 

Angelita de la Cruz.  Absent were Lorraine 

Pagola, Jesusa Real, and 3 other inquirers 

 

Since it was Sunday, at 7:30am Virgie, Ma. 

Cornelia, and Connie (inquirer) attended the 

Holy Mass at the nearby chapel of San Juan 

de Dios Hospital after which they stayed in 

the room occupied by Virgie while waiting 

for  the arrival of the other sisters. As soon 

as Rosa and Fidel Marie arrived, a briefing 

on the Program, tasks assigned, and 

expenses to be prepared by the individual 

sisters for the international assembly was 

done by Virgie. Each sister was given a draft 

copy of the program for Assembly 2019. 

 

At ten o'clock the group went to the chapel 

where Ma. Luisa was already preparing her 
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audio visual presentation for the Advent 

Recollection. She led the group into prayer 

and presented her topic about the Holy 

Eucharist and the authentic miracles of the 

Holy Eucharist as approved by Pope 

Francis. The sisters took the opportunity to 

see the displayed story on tarpaulin about 

the miracles of the Holy Eucharist during 

break time. The recollection lasted for two 

hours. 

 

Connie Jordan, the Inquirer who submitted 

her Letter of Intent (LOI) for affiliation was 

affirmed by the region by a consensus. 

 

Because of a very limited time, the group 

asked for a longer bonding 

time together. The sisters 

then decided to schedule it 

on March 31, 2019. It will 

be held at the residence of 

Virgie's cousin in Forbes 

Park, Manila.    submitted 

by Cornelia Santos 

 

 

  

 The Northern 

California Region 

is no longer 

functioning. Once 

a vibrant region 

with members 

including Virgie 

Azcueta, Nona 

Barairo, Pat Boyd, Anne Brotherton, Fran 

Campbell, Dorothea Darcy, Maria Dolores 

Palillo, Helenjoy Pfaffenberger and Clare 

Magary.    During the 1980s and 90s, the 

region met every 6 weeks year round and 

was very much at the heart of SFCC. Since 

the late 1990s, members either relocated 

and/or died.  Nona Barairo is the remaining 

member. She will remain living in San 

Francisco, California but will affiliate with 

the Manila Region in order to remain in 

contact with the larger community 

membership. 

 

In late November, Nona was a speaker at the 

Santa Clara Catechist and Religious 

Formation Congress where she presented 

“Beyond White Dresses 

and Veils, Black Pants 

and White Shirts: 

Preparing Children for 

First Communion”  

 

Nona is Director of 

Religious Formation 

at St Augustine Parish 

on South San Francisco, 

California. She will lead 

the music at the SFCC International 

Assembly in Manila January 24-29, 2019. 

 

 

 

Thirteen 

members 

of Sophia 

Circle met 

the weekend of September 14th at the 

Franciscan Hospitality Center in Cherry Hill 

NJ:  Corrine Mullen, Linda Chorlton, 

Barbara Aydelotte, Denise Ware, Eileen 

Lennon, Mary Soerenson, Imma Tegete, 

Francesca Ezeokonkwo, Anne Fowler, Fran 

O’Connor, Concilia Karli, Lea Hunter, and 

Karol Jackowski.  Lea’s friend Magdalen 

also joined us for the weekend.  Gloria 

Rubio arrived Saturday afternoon to join in 
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celebrating Anne and Francesca’s 

Commitment.   

 

The only way I can think of to describe what 

happened at our meeting is to say we were 

led entirely by the Holy Spirit of whatever 

happened next. Linda and Corrine prepared 

reflections for the weekend, and graciously 

let them go in order to go with the flow.  

Usually, we “Meet and Greet” on Friday 

night, reflect alone and together on 

Saturday, hug and kiss good-bye Sunday 

after brunch.  Because sisters arrived and 

departed at various times – Friday night, 

Saturday morning, Saturday afternoon – we 

never stopped meeting and greeting.   

 

As always, we began our meeting 

acknowledging by name the presence of 

those who couldn’t join us, and our dearly 

departed sisters… a litany of our saints.  

Whenever we recognize their presence in 

spirit, stories flow of all the best times we 

knew when they were here.  Repeatedly we 

remembered them, calling them to join us in 

giving their blessing to Francesca and Anne 

as they vowed their commitment. Our group 

nearly doubles in size when Sophia Circle – 

here and there – comes together. 

 

     In all of the meeting and greeting, we 

engaged in the liveliest discussions of 

criminal behavior in the priesthood, the 

2020 Assembly, crises in our country on 

every level, the SFCC Becoming Statement, 

and continuing our discussion of SFCC 

Spirituality.  We also jokingly discussed 

voting for Anne and Francesca by Secret 

Ballot before making their commitment. On 

Saturday afternoon, before the Eucharist, we 

gathered in the meeting and greeting room 

for Anne and Francesca’s commitment, 

conscious of how blessed we are to welcome 

new life into Sophia Circle, as though each 

of our sisters who departs makes sure she 

sends a perfect replacement.  In welcoming 

Francesca and Anne, we celebrate the divine 

cycle of life in Sophia Circle.  As they 

professed their vows, stories of our 

commitments were shared – always freshly 

funny – as well as rowdy rounds of “Amen!”  

Our holy communion with one another was 

enriched with Eucharist in the chapel, 

followed by champagne in the meeting and 

greeting room, and a divine Italian dinner.  

Some sisters departed after dinner, and 

others wandered off in small groups for 

more sister talk. Everyone departed Sunday 

after brunch, not too sure what happened, 

but repeatedly telling one another, “This was 

such a great weekend.” 

 

Sophia Circle booked the Franciscan 

Hospitality Center for April 5, 6, 7.  Linda 
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and Corrine will try again 

with their prepared 

reflections, and group 

discussion will focus on 

SFCC Spirituality and the 

Becoming Statement.  An 

exceptionally good time 

was had by all.  
                        submitted by Karol Jackowski 

 

 

 

 

The 

South 

Central 

Region 

met in San Antonio, Texas November 2-4 at 

the La Quinta Inn Medical Center. Those 

present were Ginny Braniff, Suzanne 

Friedmann, Letitia Gomez, Juanita 

Martinez, Patricia Morris, Ann Pennington, 

Lydia Plastas, Ann Tiemann (Affiliate) and 

Mary Amparo Rocha (Inquirer). We then 

began our discussion. The topic of abuse in 

the Church was brought up by Patricia.  

 

Lydia shared that she and Suzanne attended 

as diocesan Sisters’ meeting with Bishop 

Mulvey several weeks ago.  Lydia asked the 

bishop about psychological testing of men 

entering the seminary. His response was that 

testing was being done but not in-depth.  He 

said that there were changes that needed to 

be made. 

 

Saturday morning began with a prayer 

service for Healing, due to all the violence 

in our country and churches at this time. 

Ann Pennington then led a discussion on the 

vows from Chapter 7 in Sudden Spring. This 

topic was further enhanced by Patricia. The 

discussion on Serving was interesting and 

challenging.  The Commentary on Sudden 

Spring was the springboard for our 

discussion. We discussed pre-Vatican and 

pot-Vatican ideas on the vows. 

 

After this we left for Mass at the local 

church. That evening we celebrated 

November birthdays and continuation of our 

togetherness as a region. 

 

Juanita Martinez brought a visitor, Mary 

Amparo Rocha, who had expressed interest 

in SFCC. She shared her life story and we 

asked her questions, such as Why SFCC? 

Why at this time in your life?  

 

We asked her to step out of the room as we 

discussed her desire to be an Inquirer in the 

Becoming Process. She was unanimously 

approved. As she came back into the room, 

we sang the SFCC “Alleluia” to mark the 

joyous event. Mary was deeply moved and 

graciously thanked us.  submitted by Suzanne 

Friedmann and Lydia Plastas 
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We met in the home 

of Martha Nguyen 

November 17 

where we shared a delicious Thanksgiving 

dinner. In attendance were Christine 

Bellefontaine, Patrice Bennett, Maria 

Dowhaniuk, Ada Geraghty, Lucinda Girard, 

Jo Grady and the hostess, Martha. 

 

We were regaled with Martha’s story of her 

escape from Vietnam.  It was harrowing. 

The first time she tried to leave the country 

her father gave Martha and one of her 

brothers 10 gold bars to help them escape. 

The bars were stolen before they could be 

used for the journey.  The second time she 

made arrangements, she was told she had to 

go to a certain oracle who would tell her 

whether she could go or not.  That person 

okayed the trip so they got on a fishing boat 

at night and set to sea.  There were 37 

people in the boat, some on top of the cabin 

roof. 

 

There was a bad storm and the fishing boat 

was taking on water.  Martha made a 

promise to God that if she survived, she 

would devote herself to His service.  She 

went to sleep after having been in the boat 

for 37 hours.  When she woke up, the sea 

was calm. The next day a big ship saw them 

and brought everyone on board.  They were 

left in Japan for a while and then boarded 

another ship and were brought to San 

Francisco. 

 

They didn’t know the language at all.  

Martha and another woman got an apartment 

and took on the job of childcare.  They had 5 

infants and 5 preschoolers.  One woman 

watched the children in the morning while 

the other one went to ESL lessons. In the 

afternoon the two switched jobs.  They made 

$4,000.00 a month and were able to pay the 

people who had helped them escape. 

 

Martha told us many funny stories about her 

learning to get along in America. 

. 

Another inspirational part was the story of 

the appearance of Our Lady to unbelievers 

in Vietnam. She did not appear to 

Christians, only to those who had no faith. 

She was dressed in Vietnamese national 

dress. She held out the corner of her cloak to 

deflect the bullets intended for the villagers.  

She titled with the name of the village, Our 

Lady of Lavang.  

 

Whole villages 

converted after that 

experience. The 

Vietnamese have 

tremendous devotion 

to Mary under this 

title. They have 

erected shrines in 

many of the Catholic 

Churches in the area.  

Martha also told of 

the incredible 

generosity of the 

Vietnamese people to 

the church and of 

their successes in 

their chosen fields. 

 

Since our last meeting, Christine lost her 

brother, Joe Bellefontaine; and Gloria 

Galvan’s sister passed away. Carmen 

Figueroa’s brother has been very ill in 

Mexico.  Their sister, Luisa, is with him.  

We had Masses said for the two who have 

died and signed a card for Carmen.   

 

Ada Geraghty prepared prayers and after 

that we prayed for individual and 

community needs. We remembered 

especially the people affected by the fire in 
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northern California and the 

refugees all over the 

world, particularly those 

on our southern boarders.  

There is a great need for 

grace and strength all over. 

Lucinda has agreed to 

continue being the 

coordinator for the present time.  The next 

meeting will be at Maria Sierra’s in January            
submitted by Jo Grady 

 

 

 

Madonna 

Buder (at 

large) 

November 11 

the Canadian 

Cross 

Training Association formally recognized 

Madonna as the “world’s most amazing 

female  endurance athlete”  Madonna was 

inducted in the Triathlon Hall of fame a few 

years ago.   
 

Suzanne Dunn (DAM) (DAM) participated 

in the SOAW Border Encuentro 2018 in 

Tucson, Arizona.  She experienced the 

militarization at the US-Mexico border and 

consequent plight of the 

thousands of refugees 

seeking asylum there. She 

also joined the Veterans for 

Peace march along the 

border wall.  During her 

days at the border, Suzanne 

took time to 

visit with 

SFCCs 

Barbara 

Donahue 

and Therese 

Martin. 

Many may 

remember Barbara and Therese who never 

missed an International Assembly and 

donated their time to video record all the 

proceedings.    

 

Karol Jackowski 

(Sophia Circle) Every 

year I have 

Thanksgiving for 

Strays....for those who 

don't want to go where 

they were invited and 

need an excuse to go 

somewhere else, those 

who want to come for a take-out because all 

they want to do is stay home and watch 

movies, and those who want to come and 

stay. All of that happens between 4-7. Then 

everyone has to leave. I usually get 3 take-

outs and 5 who stay...which is all I have 

room for. I live in two rooms. If you're in 

the neighborhood, stop by. 

 
 

Jeannette Love 

(DAM Region), who 

is pastor of the 

Church of the 

Beatitudes in Santa 

Barbara, California, 

is seen here reading 

the names of local 

homeless persons 

who died since 2017.  

A prayer and 

remembrance service was held in front of 

the city court house. Pastors from different 

churches helped lead the service with many 
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local residents, as well as homeless people 

in attendance. 

 

Teri Takken (BENELUX) visited SFCCs 

Fran Campbell, Suzanne Dunn, Jeannette 

Love and Pat Mitchell during her October 

travels in the western USA to see her own 

family.  Friends, Liliane and Maurits from 

Belgium and  SFCC Affiliate Monique de 

Jong from the Netherlands were Teri’s 

traveling companions. December 16 in the 

Netherlands, 

Teri’s 

Advent 

music 

composition 

Eerste Light 

(First Light) 

was 

performed in concert. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The service roll annual reports in the 

November/December 2018 issue were, as 

usual, remarkably complete, efficient, and 

informative.  Gratitude is extended to our 

sisters who gave of their time and talents in 

the areas of archives, ATA, website, ICC’s, 

and business team   I raise a glass to you! 

 

The photo directories section caught my 

interest in a new way.  Having not visited 

that website page, I decided 

it was high time.  As I 

clicked my picture, I was 

amazed to see it was not 

me.  Fran Campbell called 

her “an imposter” and 

remedied that quickly.  I 

decided to view the pics of all members of 

my Gulf South Region.  All were there 

100%.  Yea for us. I challenge all other 

regions to check on the completion of the 

photos of their members.  Let’s form a club 

– the 100% ers. 
submitted by Rosanne Plagens 

 

Pictured above is our new ICC Team, 

affirmed at the Chicago Assembly last July.  

The team will step into their service role 

responsibilities at the end of the 

International Assembly in July, 2020 – 

Kansas City, USA. 

 

 Madonna Buder 

reports that all 

Religious 

Communities in the 

Spokane Diocese have 

a building named after 

them with a number of 

comfortable units 

inside for low income 

families who would be 

homeless.  
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                             INQUIRERS 

 

Rebecca Bwari  

Rebecca was a member of 

the Sisters of Charity of the 

Immaculate Conception in 

Kenya. She is 38 yrs. old. 

She had 2 years of temporal 

vows and left in 2012. She is a graduate of 

Medical Laboratory but she also works as a 

pharmacist. She came to know SFCC 

through Marta Nyaga, SFCC Affiliate  

email: bwarirebeca8@gmail.com 

 

Concepcion Jordan 

Connie was affiliated with 

several active congregations 

until she entered the 

contemplative Clarisas 

Capuchinas Sacramentarias. 

She also lived with the Poor 

Clares in Omaha, Nebraska. She is 59 yrs. 

old. She is a teacher by profession; but 

worked in Air Intelligence and Security Unit 

as Researcher Analyst. She has been 

attending SFCC meetings with the Manila 

Region and has asked to make the 

Affiliation Covenant on January, 2019 at the 

international assembly. She came to know 

SFCC through Cornelia Santos, SFCC 

 

Grace Mary Kenyonga 

Grace is a member of the 

Daughters of Our Lady of 

the Sacred Heart for 10 

years. Next year in 

October, she plans not to 

renew her temporal vows. 

She came to know about 

SFCC through the website and through a 

Ugandan priest who studied in the 

Philippines. She is a Social Worker by 

profession but presently working as nursing 

assistant in their mission in Senegal, West 

Africa. Her nationality is Ugandan. Her 

community mother house is in South Africa. 

Whatsapp - +221-78-198-65-58  

 

Ma. Patricia Kiende 

She is a member of the 

Felician Sisters in Kenya 

with 3 yrs of perpetual 

vows. She is 39 yrs. old. 

She worked with bishops, 

was director of hospice, and 

presently the personal Assistant of the 

Cardinal in the Archdiocese of Nairobi. She 

came to know SFCC through  Everlyne 

Ongoni in Nairobi.  whatsapp- +254-714-

742-562  

 

Christine Mathias 

Christine was with the 

Sisters of St. Joseph 

Cluny in Tanzania. She 

made her final vows in 

2016. She graduated 

nursing in 2012. She left 

her community  July 2018. She came to 

know SFCC through Fr. Dustan Sitta, a 

priest with whom Virgie Azcueta worked  

during her years in Shinyanga, Tanzania. 

 

Catherine Mutezi 

Catherine is an Ursuline 

Sister presently in a 

community in 

Johannesburg, South 

Africa. She is 46 years old 

and a native of Zambia, 

East Africa. She has 10 yrs of perpetual 

vows. She came to know about SFCC 

through  Grace Mary Kenyonga who, in 

turn, came to know about SFCC through a 

Ugandan priest who studied in the 

mailto:bwarirebeca8@gmail.com
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Philippines. whatsapp.+ 27-798-095-178 

 

Nancy Ongeri 

Nancy was a postulant and 

novice with the Loretto 

Sisters in Kenya. She is a 

graduate teacher in 

Kenyatta University. She is 

presently teaching in a 

public school. She came to 

know SFCC through SFCC Affiliate, Marta 

Nyaga 

 

Maria Socorro Rivera 

Socorro is a Redemptorist 

Sister who is presently 

observing as an Inquirer 

with the Manila Region. 

She plans to attend the 

international assembly 

January 24-29, 2019. 

 

Mary Rocha  Mary was 

introduced to SFCC by 

SFCC Juanita Martinez 

and was welcomed into the 

Becoming Process by the 

South Central (Texas, 

USA) Region. 

 

Navti Ludwina Verkia 

Navti was 10 years with the 

Holy Union Sisters in 

Donala, Cameroon- West 

Africa. She is 30 years old. 

She was a teacher and 

presently works as  an 

Esthetician. email: navtilili@gmail.com 

Whatsapp +23-767-458-2046 

 

 

 

AFFILIATE 

 

Roz Frampton 

Ruah/UK 

 

Roz encountered SFCC 

through her reading of 

The Grace to Race by 

Madonna Buder, sfcc. 

That led Roz to the internet and the SFCC 

website; and from there she was connected 

with the SFCCs in the Ruah/UK Region.  

Presently, Roz is being mentored through 

the Becoming Process by Agnes Miller.  

She signed the Covenant of Affiliation at the 

September region meeting. 

 

In the past, Roz was a novice with the 

Sisters of Mercy and also with the Society 

the Holy Child Jesus (SHCJ). Although Roz 

came to the realization with each community 

that traditional religious life was not right 

for her, she never lost a strong sense of 

calling and continued her search. 

 

During her time with the two communities, 

Roz taught, helped to run Cherwell Centre, a 

conference center in Oxford. She also 

ministered as part of the chaplaincy team at 

Preston prison in Lancashire. 

 

Roz holds a degree and is a registered 

practitioner in Educational Psychology (EP).  

She worked with the Local Authority 

(government), where she managed other 

EPs, as well as specialist multi-agency 

teams involving specialist EPs, advisory 

teachers, mental health practitioners at the 

Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service 

(CAMHS), family support workers & 

attendance improvement officers. 

 

Roz specialized in working with those who 

had emotional, behavioral, social & mental 

health difficulties, crisis work impacting on 

mailto:navtilili@gmail.com
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the ability of educational settings to function 

and autism spectrum difficulties.  She also 

acted as an expert witness in tribunals & 

independent review panels, following pupil 

permanent exclusion, plus was part of a 

team dealing with serious case reviews in 

relation to child abuse.  

  

Roz also holds a Bachelor of Divinity 

degree (BD Hons) from Heythrop College 

(Jesuit), University of London. She weaves 

Ignatian spirituality into all of her work. 

 

Roz has served as a parish pastoral assistant. 

She lived in the presbytery, led music, 

facilitated scripture discussion groups, 

retreats, and developed a lot of social 

support. Roz was also a speaker at the  

 the Women's World Day of Prayer, was the 

first woman to lead prayers at the local 

council meeting.   

 

Roz retired at the end of August 2016 when 

the number of managers were reduced by 

the Local Authority. She is now doing some 

work as a private EP in the public, private 

and volunteer sectors. Roz volunteers with 

the Youth Justice Panel, using restorative 

justice principles with young offenders, their 

victims & families  

 

Apart from continued Educational 

Psychologist practice, Roz plans to write 

educational/psychological/spiritual texts & 

possibly faction/fiction, as well as to run 

courses/retreats plus use singing with the 

work she does and in concerts.  To help 

develop her skills & support transition from 

full-time working to retirement, Roz 

completed an online creative writing course 

with Penguin Random House Publishers.  

She also completed a play writing course 

with Chichester Festival Theatre 

             rozf@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

AFFIRMED into Vowed Membership 

 

Sophia Region Affirmed both Francesca and 

Anne into full SFCC membership at the 

region gathering September 14 in New 

Jersey, USA 

  

           Welcome to Francesca and Anne! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rita Washington 

            1943-2018 

SFCC: 1974-2018 

 

Rita was an active member 

of the Gulf South Region 

and made her Affirmation 

at the 1974 Assembly in Colorado Springs, 

Colorado.  Rita was taught by Dominican 

Sisters who inspired her to enter religious 

life.  In 1961, she entered the novitiate of the 

Oblate Sisters of Providence in Baltimore, 

Maryland.   She was given the name Sister 

Adrian, which she said she was never fond 

of receiving.  Rita attended Most Pure Heart 

of Mary High School in Mobile, Alabama.  

She received her Bachelor’s degree in 

secondary education from Carlow College in 
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Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  She also pursued 

a Master’s degree in Theology from the 

Institute for Black Catholic Studies at 

Xavier University, New Orleans and while 

there, forged relationships with luminaries 

like the late Sister Thea Bowman, FSPA and 

the late Father Bede Abrams, OFM Conv., 

among others.  Rita ministered at several 

Oblate schools for 13 years, as an Oblate 

Sister of Providence and as a Sister for 

Christian Community.  She said “I’ve 

always loved teaching. Every ministry I’ve 

been involved in has included an element of 

teaching”.  She was devoted to advancing 

the Church in the African American 

community.  She was known to graciously 

and effectively work with the clergy, 

religious and laity in implementing 

programs and opportunities to build the 

bonds of faith and collaboration between the 

Church and the Black Catholic community. 

 

Rita was born in Mobile, Alabama, July 1, 

1943.  Her years of pastoral and educational 

experience included teaching elementary 

and Jr. High science and math in 

Washington DC, Miami, Florida, and Three 

Rivers, Michigan. She served as Pastoral 

Minister, Liturgical Ministry Leader, 

Principal and Educator in the diocese of 

Saginaw, Michigan at Our Lady Help of 

Christians.  She has served as speaker, 

workshop presenter and retreat director.  

Rita served in the diocese of Birmingham at 

St. Martin de Porres Church and school in 

Gadsden for three years and in Birmingham 

as the founder and Diocesan Director of the 

Office of Black Catholic Ministry for eight 

years.  While in Birmingham she served as a 

member of Bishop Vath’s Pastoral Planning 

Team, a member of the diocesan Sisters’ 

Council, A Spiritual Director of the Catholic 

Cursillo Community in the Diocese of 

Birmingham, Vice-President and board 

member of the National Black Sisters 

Conference, board member for the National 

Association of Black Catholic 

Administrators, secretary of the board of the 

National Black Catholic Congress Office, 

Joint Conference of Black Clerics and 

Religious women for nearly fifty years, and 

a member of the Jefferson County AIDS 

Commission.  She also formed a Choir and 

served as the Director of Religious 

Education at Resurrection Church in 

Montgomery, Alabama and as a Pastoral 

Care provider at a local nursing center and 

assisted living facility in Deatsville, 

Alabama.  She has been a member of the 

Resurrection Catholic Mission staff for over 

twenty years and during those years, she 

served as Pastoral Associate, Principal and 

Educator. In 2011, the Birmingham Office 

of Black Catholic Ministry established the 

Sister Rita Washington, SFCC Stewardship 

Award.  In addition, a Consortium was 

created under Rita’s leadership which is 

comprised of seven African-American 

Parishes and non-African American Parishes 

with African American membership and 

other Apostolates.  Rita said she, “hoped to 

bring a spirit of acceptance of persons to the 

integrated community in which I work”.  

Rita brought the following to the 

Birmingham Diocese, an:  annual Revival, 

annual Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Prayer Service, Men’s & Women’s 

Conference, Kujenga (Peace Building 

Network), and other programs.   

 

In 2011, the Birmingham Office of Black 

Catholic Ministry established the Sister Rita 

Washington, SFCC Stewardship Award.  In 

addition, a Consortium was created under 

Rita’s leadership which is comprised of 

seven African-American Parishes and non-

African American Parishes with African 

American membership and other 

Apostolates.  Rita said she, “hoped to bring 

a spirit of acceptance of persons to the 

integrated community in which I work”.  

Rita brought the following to the 
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Birmingham Diocese, an:  annual Revival, 

annual Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Prayer Service, Men’s & Women’s 

Conference, Kujenga (Peace Building 

Network), and other programs. 

 

Rita suffered through health challenges most 

of her life and ministry; but, she never let 

those challenges limit her work or her 

vision. She quoted Tagore, “I asked God for 

strength, that I might achieve, I was made 

weak, that I might learn humbly to obey.”  

Fortified with the final Sacraments and 

surrounded by loving siblings, nieces, 

nephews, grand nieces and nephews, friends, 

clergy, religious and parishioners of 

Resurrection Church, Rita accepted the 

Lord’s call to come back to Him, on 

Monday, August 13, 2018. 
                    submitted by the SFCC Archives 

 

 

 

Monica Watts 

           1932 – 2018 

SFCC: 1988-2018 

 

Born in Dublin, 

Ireland February of 

1932, Monica was 

educated there by the 

Sisters of Mercy.   In 

1951, at age 19, Monica joined the Sisters of 

Our Lady of the Missions (OLM) in Sussex, 

England and was with that congregation for 

the next 18years. 

 

During her years with the LOMs, Monica 

taught various grade levels, was a 

department coordinator, coordinator of the 

Economics Department, and, in the 67, was 

sent to Rome where she earned a graduate 

diploma in Religious Education and Pastoral 

Guidance.  In 1969 Monica was sent to 

teach in Sydney, Australia. In 1972 she was 

recalled to Ireland where she taught until she 

made a final return to Australia where she 

took the position as religious Education 

Coordinator at St Patrick’s College in New 

South Wales, Australia. Monica became 

certified as a Family Counsellor, a Life 

Skills Counsellor and a Family Life 

Educator. 

 

Monica encountered SFCC in Australia 

through Cath Corbin and Marie Peter.  She 

was affirmed into SFCC membership in 

1988 and from that point forward directed 

her energies to give local witness to the 

SFCC vision and mission.  She met 

regularly with Cath and Marie, despite vast 

travel distances.  She often requested audio 

tapes of the International Assemblies so that 

she, Cath and Marie could listen and reflect 

on them and also remain connected with the 

ongoing growth and development of SFCC. 

 

After her affirmation into SFCC, Monica’s 

primary ministry was as a parish religious 

education coordinator, focusing especially in 

middle and high school youth programs (age 

12-18).  She also organized parish 

spirituality reflection and discussion groups, 

as well as assisted with the RCIA program. 

 According to Monica’s SFCC Vital 

Information form submitted in 2006, she 

was at that time still organizing and 

facilitation spirituality groups and also 

visiting local nursing homes.  
                        submitted by the SFCC Archives 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara Benz (Great 

Lakes) as she and her 

family mourn the 

death of her sister, Carol, who died earl y 

November. 

 

Gloria Galvan (S California) and family as 

they grieve the loss of Gloria’s sister, Celia 
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Justine Landeros-Corrales (Nicaragua)  

who has acute disc pain in lower back and 

can hardly walk 

 

Sharon McLaughlin  (Florida) whose 

brother was diagnosed with colon cancer. 

 

Mary Ann Strauch (Gulf South) as she 

adjusts to the pace maker inserted into her 

heart December 24. 

 

Ameline Theriot (Gulf South)  who was 

back in emergency care for fluid around her 

heart and lungs   

 

 

Cameroni, Joan 

St Michael’s Terrace 

111 West Long Ave #60 

DuBois, PA  USA 15801 

 

Conant, Virginia 

18400 Cochran Blvd 

Port Charlotte, FL 33948 

 

Gomez, Leticia 

2104 Clover Lane 

Roswell, NM USA 88203 
 

Murphy, Deb 

13060 W Bluemound Rd #108 

Elm Grove, WI USA 53122 

 

 Richards, Rachel 

2731 E. Tower Dr #503 

Cincinnati, OH 45238 

 

 

Schwarzenboeck, Anne 

440 West Main Street #102 

Louisa, VA USA 23093 

540-967-2415 

 

Terlau, Kathleen  859-869-1409 

 

 

Koinonea Region: Recommendation 

requests that regions discuss the following 

Recommendation and report back to the 

ATA. 

 

That SFCC members should begin thinking 

about our next ICC’s now, so that names of   

candidates can be published in ATA a year 

before the affirmation, and discussion can 

take place at the 2020 Assembly. Honoring 

the Proposal affirmed at the Calgary 

Assembly, 2012 (this was checked out), no 

one can be proposed from the floor at the 

Assembly that affirms the new ICCs in 2021 

 

BENELUX Region: Recommendation 

 

As SFCC membership steadily shifts 

towards a true international mix of culture 

and language, we should begin serious 

discussion about the issue of an "official" 

community language.  

 

Since 1970, the language used by SFCC has 

been English primarily because the 

community started in the USA and the 

overwhelming majority of members have 

been USA citizens.  Now, the membership 

profile is unmistakably shifting outside the 

USA.  
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Do we want to revisit the issue of a specific 

language to be used in all official SFCC 

communications (ATA, ICC 

communications, Becoming Process 

documents, SFCC website, SFCC brochure, 

etc)?   

 

Do we want to accommodate the mother-

tongue of our members for whom it is not 

English?  If we do, then will we 

accommodate all languages represented by 

our affirmed members? How exactly will 

those languages be accommodated?  

 

BENELUX Region:  Proposal 

 

Together with our European Region here we 

submit this Proposal: 

 

To create an international digital 

newspaper, not for members only, but for 

a farther reach. A regular communication 

among the sisters (brothers), of course, 

yet, in this case more so among the 

affiliates and (pre) inquirers and all those 

increasing numbers of people curious 

about who we are, what are we doing 

  

Rationale: in reading the central piece in the 

ATA which invites the community to 

understand better and therefore use more 

often the tool of internet as a way of 

communication and therefore of building 

community,  it speaks of an article  from Ilia 

Delio, which is excellent to grasp more in-

depth the "becoming conscious that we are 

conscious." 

 

As we know, the internet is the growing 

communication modus, AND public 

relations tool. Last September at the WCCM 

World Communities for Christian 

Meditation, international conference in 

Brugges, we were made acutely aware, there 

with people from 25 countries gathered for a 

week together, of the need for SFCC in our 

time. 

 

For example, when I was asked to give a 

short presentation about SFCC at one of the 

workshops with 150 people present, I was 

flooded with requests for more information 

afterward; and from each person with whom 

I spoke during the rest of the days there, I 

heard repeatedly the 'ah-ha syndrome' phrase 

familiar to us all "where have you S(B)FCCs 

been all our lives??" 

 

This digital blog, paper idea, could therefore 

be open to a global participation of people in 

different languages:  

articles, news, reflections, gatherings, art, 

music, presentation of preinquirers from all 

over the world which might use this tool to 

dialogue among themselves...everything 

filtered by a small team.  

 

For example, a team of us SFCCs here in 

Europe offer to write, edit, translate and 

share etc. the info on this digital blog/paper. 

Already our email correspondence and 

sharing with many young people in England, 

Ireland, The Netherlands, Belgium, France, 

Spain, Italy, Australia, Afrika inspires 

people, and connects people from around the 

world.  

 

Thinking 'out loud' with you in this email, it 

could be a blog within the website, where 

people could log in to share, where there 

could be sections of Lillanna Kopp’s articles 

and translations into the different languages.  

As I said, we already 

have lots of 

communication 

going on with so 

many very interested 

(young) people.  and 

a sort of 'sharing 

sessions' via internet!   
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Assembly 2018 

Chicago, Illinois 

 

 

 

 

 

                FINANCIAL REPORT 

 Balance Forward  

    from Assembly 2016          $1,158.66 

 

Assembly 2018 

    Income                                  12,350.00 

checks written + fees                10,167.14 

Balance                                       3,341.52 

       sent to Assembly Team 2020 

 

                   submitted by Denise Lonergan 

 

 

ASSEMBLY SUMMARY 

Sisters met in International Assembly in 

Chicago, Illinois July 15-19, 2018.       Our 

Assembly theme, “That All May Be One” 

reverberated   each day in Prayer Starters 

reflecting   the origins of our charism from   

Jesus’ farewell discourse prayer.     His 

Word came alive as we shared the manner in 

which we live it out in our daily lives.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Shadowing 2017 presentations by sisters 

around the globe, the 2018 team invited 

regions to interview   members no longer 

able to travel  to tell their stories of  Origin, 

Passion and  Ministry.  Regions brought 

flash drives, recorded interviews   and 

photos which were  projected on the screen.   

We heard “Living History Stories” from 

Florida, Sunbelt, WEB, Great Lakes, Desert 

and Mountain, Rocky Mountain and East 

Central regions.  Seated at round tables,  

Sisters  reflected  on these stories  and   told 

some of their own with   extensive sharing,  

which  helped us to know each other better.    

“Let their works tell their praise” (Proverbs 

31:31)   

 

The first full day closed with the traditional 

necrology Remembrance Service, calling to 

mind those who have gone before us.  Silk 

flowers with sister’s names were held up, 

then placed in center wreaths on each table 

as names and pictures appeared on the 

screen - adding   13 more names since last 

year’s assembly. Then, on July18, we 

learned of Peggy Ramsden’s passing to  

eternal life.  Their spiritual presence was felt 

as we invoked their intercession while we 

engaged in discernment and decision 

making.  “Clothed with strength and dignity 

they laugh without fear of the future” 

(Proverbs 31:25) and we stand on their 

shoulders! The day closed with a game of 

Jeopardy with focus on SFCC history.  

 

Wednesday, we celebrated  AGAPE  of 

Bread and Life  and Liturgy of  JUBILEE , 

COMMITMENT and RENEWAL.    We 

celebrated Covenant of Affiliation for Marta 

Nyaga (Kenya) and recognized Columba 

Thadey (Tanzania) who had made Covenant 

in Africa.   Jubilarians (9) were: Mary Rose 

Accetturo- 30 yrs,, Pearl Johnson-30 yrs.,  

Nancy Gannon-35 yrs,  Denise Ware -45 

yrs.,  Diana Dale-50 yrs., Margaret 

Underwood-60 yrs., Pat Morris -60 yrs.. 

Mary Ann Wachtel-65 yrs., Madonna 

Buder-65 yrs..  We celebrated those 6 

sisters, not present, who had made Covenant 

of Affiliation, as well as  2  who made  

Commitment of Affirmation this year. In the 

evening Madonna Buder entertained us with 

her account of a 19 hour NIKE commercial 
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taping experience and  “You Tube” clip of 

the India Women in Sports event. 

  Thursday morning, after wrapping up loose 

ends, we were sent forth by one another’s 

blessings  mindful of the previous evening’s 

commissioning to carry God’s Light in our 

striving to live “That All May Be One” on  

earth  in preparation for our own eternal  

hereafter.                                                                                                                   

 

 Sisters were in attendance from Guatemala, 

The Philippines, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania 

and the United States, deepening together a 

rich community experience.   With gratitude 

for all who participated by prayer and 

presence and   special thanks to all who 

traveled many 

miles to visit 

and interview 

sisters for the 

“Living History 

Stories 

 

 

 

The November-

December Issue of the ATA did not include 

all of the region reports because of some 

problems, which have not been resolved. 

 

What follows are those reports recovered. 

 

The SFCC’s of the Mid-

West Region convened for 

their scheduled fall 

meeting on October 13, 

2018.  

 

As usual, the meeting was 

initiated by the facilitator, 

Joann Mazzocchio.  We 

began with our Personal Sharing Time, 

which basically takes a “big chunk” of time 

from our AM session, although we wouldn’t 

have it any other way. 

After lunch, the Prayer Leader, Colleen 

Calhoun, introduced the prayer service.  The 

song, “Open Our Eyes”, was played, while 

we reflected on the words of this touching 

melody, composed by John Michael Talbot.  

The community responded graciously with a 

decisive prayer, which included the theme, 

“that all may be one”, as our touchstone for 

SFCC”s 

 

Colleen brought a gift which she received, a  

designed quilt which was called a 

“kaleidoscope quilt.  It symbolized “what 

we ask God to help us live out each day… to 

live as One…to relate to each other to form 

a wholeness…to respond to God’s hope, the 

hope for which Jesus died…that we would 

all be one with God, Father and Mother, 

through the grace of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

Mary Ann Wachtel presented “Blue Gold: 

World Water Wars”. A 90 minute DVD, on  

the possible “wars of the future which will 

be fought over water, as they are today over 

oil, as the source of all life enters the global 

marketplace and political arena. Corporate 

giants, private investors, and corrupt 

governments vie for control of our 

dwindling fresh water supply, prompting 

protests, lawsuits, and revolutions from 

citizens fighting for the right to survive.  

Past civilizations have 

collapsed from poor water 

management.  Will ours too?”  

This DVD is well-worth 

viewing, and I strongly 

recommend taking the time to 

do so.   

The next meeting for the Mid-

West Region is scheduled for 

April 2019 

                       submitted by Joann Kuchler 
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                                    Martha Lopez, sfcc, 

Fran Smith, sfcc, Inquirers  Tere Mercado 

and Lucy Silva (from left in the photo) had a 

fruitful visit in September.  Fran reviewed 

the spirit of SFCC with the group and noted 

that Lucy and Tere still have an interest in 

joining SFCC.  

 

Martha decided to speak to our pastor about 

the possibility of entering a traditional 

community.  Here in Mexico that is nearly 

impossible when one is older.  As an 

alternative, she decided to leave Casa 

Clemens, return to her paternal home, and 

care for her mother.  Tere wants to promote 

family retreats in Casa Clemens.  Lucy 

continues her work in Aguascalientes and is 

renting a room apart from her sister's.  

 

Fran is also in contact with two inquirers, 

Ma Jesus from Spain and Maria Lourdes 

Arais from Tijuana, Baja California Norte, 

Mexico.  Both are enthusiastic about SFCC, 

and Ma Jesus is interested in attending the 

assembly in the 

Philippines. Maria 

Lourdes cares for her 92 

year old mother and is 

therefore somewhat 

homebound 

 

Caridad, pictured here, 

retired last year, had 

planned to go to the Philippine assembly, 

but didn't have anyone to accompany 

her.  She hopes to be able to accompany me 

to Tijuana in February, where we're 

scheduled to meet a 

group of women 

interested in 

SFCC.  Maria Lourdes 

(Lu), also pictured 

here, is organizing the 

meeting and is my 

contact.  She is eager 

to be a part of SFCC 

and is a friend of another Maria Lourdes 

(Lulu), a medical doctor in Tijuana who first 

contacted us on the website.  We would 

welcome others who might want to meet 

them in February.         by Fran Smith 

 

 

 

The 

Maranatha 

Region met 

August 18 at 

Darlene 

Kanera’s house. Present were Elaine 

Beluschak, Betty Bradley, Roberta Zelhofer, 

Darlene Kanera, Deb Murphy, Rosella 

Reinwand and her friend Julie Krueger. 

 

After “choir practice” to learn “That All Be 

One” (written by Jeana Bodart, SFCC) we 

opened with a prayer service using prayers 

from the Assembly.  

 

The meeting centered on informing our 

region of the days of the Assembly.  We 

appreciated all the Sisters who shared their 

lives and their individual journey to SFCC., 

especially noting the evening Sister 

Madonna showed videos and clips of her 

exceptional life as our own “Iron Woman”.  

After Deb covered the All To All news, we 

moved to the Assembly topics including the 

Archives and the Philippines, Kansas and 
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2021 Assemblies.  We spent time on the 

affirmaton of the new ICCs and said a 

prayer for them in their new service roles.  

Time was also spent on the proposal of 

wearing veils and its resolution. 

We ended with prayer and singing “That All 

Be One”.  

Our next 

meeting 

will be in 

October.  
submitted 

by Darlene 

Kanera and 

Deb 

Murphy 
 

 

 

The Namaste 

Regional 

Gathering of 

August 11th 

with the sharing of events in our lives and 

concerns about the Immigration challenges 

locally. Information was offered on how to 

contact, join or participate in the local 

Citizen Action Co-op that organized 

Community Cookouts to raise awareness 

and fundraisers to help pay the bonds of 

parents stuck in immigration detention so 

they could be reunited with their children.   

 

Present were: Rosemary Kaczynski, Mary Jo 

Meadow(via phone), Judith Smith, and 

Margaret Underwood. Unable to attend 

were: MacCanon Brown, and Mary Rose 

Accetturo. 

 

We continued with our discussion: 

Spirituality of the Beatitudes (Michael H. 

Crosby), Blessed are the pure of heart; they 

shall see God. What bonds us as SFCC into 

community? Among the lengthy input was 

the emphasis on our openness in 

communication, active listening to each one 

and the consensus process to build 

community. Further questions flowed: How 

does our community manifest itself as a 

caring community; what can we do to 

continue to build a 

caring community? 

Holiness means being 

our full authentic 

selves; how does caring 

in community and 

living in community 

facilitate this? Blessed 

are the pure of heart; 

they shall see God: how 

does forgiveness relate to this? How does 

this Beatitude relate to our vows: Listening, 

Loving, Serving?  by Judith Smith 

 

 

     ATA  Schedule for 2018-2019 

 

Issue 1   November- December, 2018 

Issue 2   January - February, 2019 

Issue 3    March – April, 2019 

Issue 4   May-June, 2019 

Issue 5   July-August, 2019 

 

Deadline to submit content 

Issue 1       passed 

Issue 2       passed 

Issue 3       February 28, 2019 

Issue 4       April 30, 2019 

Issue 5       June 30, 2019 

 

 

Send your region 

reports, photos, prayer 

requests and all other 

content to:    

atasfcc@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:atasfcc@yahoo.com


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Send all content for Issue 3 to atasfcc@yahoo.com on or before February 28 

mailto:atasfcc@yahoo.com

